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COVER PHOTO
Legislators, agriculture representatives, and others celebrate Montana 
agriculture at the Ag Appreciation Legislative Luncheon held at the Capitol 
Rotunda in Helena

The Story of Agriculture — From the 
Young Generation

Rob Davis

By Rob Davis, Secretary

The Story of AgricultureSee                                           page 4
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Just what is a young farmer 
anymore? After trips to 
Washington DC and to 
Commodity Classic in Orlando, 
FL, I noticed that although there 
are a lot of young people in 
agriculture nowadays, the older 
generation is still very much the 
majority at these ag functions. 
With today’s average age of a 
farmer at 57 years, that means 
we need to begin recruiting 

a much younger crowd into production agriculture. 
But as the number of US farms declines, the average 
farmer’s age is increasing. I am happy to see more 
and more of the younger generation becoming 
better advocates of agriculture, but as we gain more 
proponents of ag, we also gain more of those against 
us. In order to help this situation we must become 
better at telling the story of agriculture to those who 
don’t understand our industry.

Today, each farmer is responsible for feeding 155
people in this world. The way the population is
expanding we will need to increase our food 
production by at least 60% by 2030 if we are to keep 
the population fed. That right there is a task that will 
require adapting to new technologies and practices. 
This means the older, more experienced farmers will 
have to join forces with the younger and more tech 
savvy generation.

I am glad to see there are more young producers 
joining ag groups and becoming board members of ag 
organizations. Our MGGA board is a great example 
of this - as board members’ terms expire, there have 
been younger farmers eager to take their positions. As 
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Each month we provide some key areas where 
MGGA leaders and staff have been working on 
your behalf.  Here is a sampling of important 
issues and activities for March 2013:

Working for You...

4

the lifestyle and business potential of the American 
farmer continues to become more appealing, I believe 
more college students will head back to the farms to 
continue the legacy their forefathers started. Even 
today, college students are organizing more groups 
to get those young producers to interact and compare 
notes with one another. Agriculture must continue to 
be a thriving part of this world and our up and coming 
producers have to be prepared.

In order to prepare this new generation of ag producers 
for the challenges ahead of them, good mentors are 
needed. What better mentors than those who have been 
at this game and have seen the ups and downs of this 
industry. If you are one of those producers who are 
near that average age of 57, I urge you to help a young 
person interested or already involved in ag to become 
more involved.  Consider taking them along to the 
MGGA convention, listening sessions or even just a 
local producer meeting; it all helps to get new people 
into the leadership roles of this industry. All of these 
young producers we are gaining will someday have a 
story of their own to tell, and it is that story that will 
shape the way agriculture is portrayed into the future. 
Happy seeding.

The Story of AgricultureFrom                                          page 2

The MGGA officers participated in board meetings 
of the National Association of Wheat Growers during 
Commodity Classic in Orlando, FL. Bing Von Bergen, 
Moccasin, and Gordon Stoner, Outlook, were installed as 
NAWG President and Secretary respectively.

Dave Henderson and Dan Kidd, MGGA Directors to the 
National Barley Growers Association, and Lola Raska, 
MGGA Executive VP, traveled to Washington DC for the 
winter NBGA board meetings and Capitol Hill visits to 
legislators.  

MGGA President Ryan McCormick and Treasurer 
Charlie Bumgarner testified on several bills at the 
Montana legislature including MGGA’s bills to increase 
state hail insurance coverage and to increase grower 
protection in cases of grain elevator bankruptcy. 
McCormick also testified on HB 2, the bill that will 
appropriate money to various state agencies, including 
the Montana Wheat & Barley Committee, over the next 
biennium.

MGGA manned a booth and visited with legislators 
during the Ag Appreciation Legislative Luncheon held at 
the Capitol Rotunda in Helena on Ag Day – March 19.

MGGA helped organize two Canadian - U.S. grain 
marketing meetings where panelists from both countries 
discussed implementation of the Canadian Marketing 
Freedom for Grain Farmers Act and what it means for 
the U.S. grain industry. Participating as panelists were 
MGGA Treasurer Charlie Bumgarner in Great Falls and 
MGGA Director Dan Kidd in Shelby. Other panelists 
included Richard Phillips, Executive Director of the 
Grain Growers of Canada; Peter Entz, Assistant Vice 
President, Seed and Traits of Richardson International; 
and Chad Lee, Business Development Officer at the 
Montana Department of Agriculture. 

Brad Tomsheck, grain 
grower from Ethridge, 
MT, visits with Pam 
Rose, Consul and Trade 
Commissioner  
for Agriculture with the 
Consulate General of 
Canada in Denver.  
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Farmers to Receive a Reduction 
in Direct Payments This Fall

USDA is committed to carrying out these cuts in 
a manner that provides the least disruption to our 
customers. 

As an initial step, FSA temporarily suspended 
disbursement of payments for many FSA programs, 
starting on March 1, 2013.  

Today, USDA notified Congress of its intention to 
capture the required sequester savings by reducing 
payments made through the direct payment program 
account by up to 8.5 percent. 

A reduction only to direct payments will minimize 
disruption to farmers and ranchers who have already 
received and will soon be seeking disaster assistance 
through SURE or NAP. It will allow producers who 
suffered disasters to be fully paid.

Additionally, it will avoid having to require about 
350,000 producers to refund 5.1 percent of the 
payments they have already received. This will 
also prevent taxpayers and the Department from 
incurring a significant administrative burden that 
would be required to recoup these payments.

Secretary of Agriculture, Tom Vilsack, alerted the 
hill in late March that the Department will reduce 
payments received earlier this year due to sequestration. 
The reductions are primarily in three programs: Milk 
Income Loss Contract (MILC), Supplemental Revenue 
Assistance (SURE) and Noninsured Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP), and won’t exceed 8.5%. Instead of 
asking farmers to pay back the money they’ve already 
received, the Department plans to take the cut out of 
future direct payments. If a farmer is not receiving a 
direct payment this year – yet has already received a 
payment from one of the three programs mentioned – it 
is speculated that those producers would be put on a 
credit ledger, and any future payments will be reduced.

According to guidelines sent out by the Farm Service 
Agency (FSA), there is a 30 day Congressional 
notification period that must pass before the FSA can 
move forward with this plan. Therefore, payments in 
MILC, SURE, and NAP will be deferred for the next 30 
days. Once the 30 days are up, FSA intends to resume 
making full payments for the suspended programs.

Farm Service Agency Sequester Implementation 
Plans — March 19, 2013

There is a 30 day Congressional notification period 
that must pass before FSA can move forward. 
Therefore, payments in the following programs 
will continue to be deferred for the next 30 days: 
2011 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments 
Program (SURE), Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) for both 2012 and 2013 
crop years, and the Milk Income Loss Contract 
Program (MILC). 

After 30 days, FSA intends to resume making full 
payments for the suspended programs.

Custom Seed Cleaning & Treating
Spring Wheats   Barley   Peas   Oats 
Forage Blend   Forage Grasses
Alfalfa   Wheatgrasses
Lawn Mixes   Custom Mixes

Call us for all 
your seed needs!
406.467.2557
800.572.4769
406.467.3377
PO Box 698
2380 US Highway 89
Fairfield, Montana 59436

email: treasure@3rivers.net

Treasure
State
Seed, Inc.

Treasure
State
Seed, Inc.

Phone

Toll-Free

Fax

We are a WestBred Associate
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National Barley Growers Attend 
2013 Winter Board Meeting

On March 4-6, Montana representatives Lola Raska, 
MGGA Executive Vice-President, Dan Kidd, MGGA 
and NBGA Director and Dave Henderson, MGGA 
Director and NBGA Past President attended the 
winter board meeting of the National Barley Growers 
Association in Washington DC. The following is a report 
of that meeting.

GROWER UPDATES:

Minnesota: Moisture conditions for spring planting look 
great; barley acres will be minimal.

North Dakota: 2012 was one of their best crop years 
ever. The west half of the state is quite dry, east half has 
just as much snow as some of their worst flood years. 
Last year at this time temperatures were over 70 degrees 
and corn and soybeans were being planted; temperatures 
are currently below zero and there is at least two feet of 
ice on area lakes. If spring is late, it could be beneficial 
for more barley acres being seeded. It is expected that 
CRP acres coming out will be planted to corn and 
soybeans.

Washington: Conditions look good, planting should 
begin in next two weeks. Barley acres are expected to 
double, with feed barley the variety of choice; seed 
supply could be short.

Idaho: Snow pack is below average, irrigation could be 
limited. Some areas in the state are very dry; barley acres 
could take a hit if it stays dry. 

Montana: The southeastern part of the state is still very 
dry; remainder is average or better; snow pack is in good 

l-r Dan Kidd, Dave Henderson, Lola Raska, Congressman 
Steve Daines, Kris Smelser, MillerCoors, Power and Wade 
Malchow, MillerCoors, Huntley.

shape. Barley acres should be up, even with areas of the 
state experimenting with growing corn.

INDUSTRY UPDATES:  
 
Malteurop: Craft brewing consumption is strong; 
there were some small pockets of DON in their 6-row 
production area, surprising as these areas were quite dry. 
Canada has a canola disease that has spread into wheat 
and barley fields causing an early plant shutdown.

Anheuser Busch: Sales are up and the pending purchase 
of Grupo Modelo, the maker of Corona beer, will give 
AB greater access to emerging markets in Mexico and 
Latin America. Add in the purchase of several large-
scale US domestic craft brewing operations and contract 
barley acres are on the increase.

MillerCoors: Sales are strong, the company is making 
considerable investments in infrastructure, increasing 
production capabilities in Golden, Colorado and 
breaking ground on a new elevator facility in Power, 
Montana.

Integrow-Cargill: Mexican beer consumption is 
increasing, male population is maturing and beer is the 
drink of choice.

SPEAKER UPDATES:

FARM BILL

Joe Schulz, Senate Ag Committee

o Direct payment is being called “The Zombie 
Payment” because it has risen from the dead.

o Senate is going to stick to the $23 billion 
reduction amount, even though the latest 
Congressional Budget Office “CBO” refiguring 
of the Senate Ag farm bill was readjusted to just 
$13 billion in savings.

o Prospect of utilizing some of the Direct Payment 
savings to bolster research and infrastructure 
(river locks) is a high risk. Moving the monies 
away from agriculture makes it even more 
difficult to protect it.

o Chairwoman Stabenow plans to start marking up 
a new farm bill in April, with expectations of a 
new completed farm bill being passed by the end 
of the year.

o Unknown how sequestration is going to impact 
ag programs and payments.

Bart Fisher, House Ag Committee
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o House plans to maintain the $35 billion or 
higher in cuts they had in their original farm bill 
proposal. CBO readjusted the savings from the 
bill passed by committee last year to about $28 
billion.

o House is supportive of a Supplemental Coverage 
Option “SCO”, a county-level revenue coverage 
which gives growers the ability to buy up 
additional RMA coverage up to 90%.

o May have to move a stand-alone farm bill 
through the House sometime this year.  
Speaker Boehner has promised a full and 
open discussion, but “feelings are” limits are 
going to have to be placed on discussion and 
amendments, to have any hope at getting any 
semblance of a bill through.

ENVIRONMENTAL

Sarah Bittleman, EPA Agricultural Liaison

o Sarah was transferred from USDA to serve as 
EPA’s Ag Liaison. She is just in her first week 
on the job, however we feel we can safely say 
that Sarah, a farm girl from upper New York and 
Oregon, is going to be an ally for producers. Continued on page 10

RESEARCH

David Marshall, USDA-ARS (Agriculture Research 
Service) Grain Research Leader

o Total sequestration reduction to ARS is 5% or 
$55 million, of which $700,000 will be out of 
barley research.

o Major emphasis on Global Rust Research; Gates 
Foundation has donated over $10 million to fund 
the Kenya Nursery, where UG99 research is 
centered.

o Push to eliminate the most susceptible varieties 
of grain to UG99, to slow the spread.

o Blast disease, found in South America (Brazil, 
Bolivia, Argentina and Uruguay) is currently 
considered a sub-tropical problem. Similar to 
Scab, plant leaves and stems look green and 
healthy, however heads are completely dead. 
Seed treatments show good control. MillerCoors 
and Anheuser Busch both utilize seed from 
these areas and are concerned about seed import 
restrictions.
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Scott Heisel, American Malting Barley Association 
(AMBA) and National Barley Improvement Committee

o Meredith, a two-row barley variety, is gaining 
in popularity with both growers and brewers. 
A cross between Metcalfe and Copeland, it is 
showing a 15% increase in yield over Metcalfe.

o Expedition is a two-row variety from Malteurop 
and has enzymes lower than average; it is a 
popular variety with craft brewers.

o Brown-Forman Distillery is the first distillery to 
join AMBA.

o Madison River Brewing out of Belgrade is the 
first Montana craft brewer to join AMBA.

o Under the Food Safety Management Act, FDA 
proposes to include spent grains in new record 
keeping and inspection procedures. AMBA and 
the entire brewing industry are in the process of 
proving spent grains from brewers are not like 
DDGS from ethanol plants, where chemicals 
are added to speed the fermenting process for 
ethanol fuel production. Push is to exempt 
alcohol producers.

TRANSPORTATION AND ENERGY

Tom Hance, Gordley Associates

Renewable Fuel Standard

o E-10 increase to 15% is meeting a lot of 
resistance from livestock feeders and the oil and 
gas industry.

Highway Bill

o Hours of service exemption for agriculture is 
included.

o Increasing truck weights not included. “If 
limits are to be increased must prove that there 
are fewer trucks on road and truck involved 
accidents are reduced”.

o HAZMAT exemption for class A CDL’s from 
118 gallons to 1,000 gallons.

Waterways 

o Levels on Mississippi River above the Ohio 
River are low enough to expose numerous rock 
formations and prevent barge traffic. Dredging 
application requirements were streamlined and 
emergency blasting and dredging were allowed 
to maintain traffic.

TRADE

Lorena Alfaro, Gordley Associates

Trans Pacific Partnership “TPP”

o Asia specific; 40% of world’s population located 
in this area.

o Japan has expressed interest in joining; should 
end up being extremely beneficial to American 
ag producers.

o Sanitary and phytosanitary requirements 
could end up being higher than current WTO 
specifications.

Trans-Atlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 
“TTIP”

o Negotiations to begin in June, with goal to have 
an agreement in place within two years.

o President announced intention to push this deal 
in his State of the Union Address.

o Agriculture should definitely benefit from an 
agreement.

Trade Promotion Authority “TPA”

o This is the President’s fast track authority for 
trade agreements. When presented by the White 
House, a trade deal must receive an up or down 
vote without amendments in both chambers 
within 90 days of being submitted. No trade 
agreement submitted under these procedures has 
ever been rejected by Congress.

CROP INSURANCE

Brandon Willis, USDA Risk Management Agency

o Brandon, former Senator Baucus ag staffer, is in 
his first week on the job since being appointed 
head of RMA. He had been serving as a Senior 
Advisor to Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack.

o In 1998, 90 different crops were insured by 
RMA, now there are 135.

o In 1998, 25% of cropland was insured, now 84%.

o 2012 crop indemnities are at $15.4 billion; $4 
billion is farmer share of premiums.

o 2012 loss ratio is at 1.3%.

o 2.5% of claims are audited since the automatic 
audit trigger was increased from $100,000 to 
$200,000.

Continued from page 9
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BEER INSTITUTE

Lester Jones, Chief Economist

o Beer employs more than two million Americans 
in brewing, distribution and retail.

o Brewers are the base for an industry that 
contributes more than $246 billion to the 
nation’s economy.

o Recent growth in the industry has led to 
more than 2,800 brewing and importing 
establishments, six times more brewers and 
importers than 20 years ago.

o Both Beck’s and Labatt’s are now brewed in the 
US.

o Beer exports are up 13%!!  Main reason 
production has increased three million barrels.

BARLEY, BREWS & BOOTS RECEPTION

NBGA growers and industry partners hosted a reception 
in the Rayburn House Office Building. There were a 
number of delicious barley food dishes, a variety of 
domestic beers and a number of craft brews available for 

tasting; entertainment was provided by a local country 
western band. Over 400 Congressional staffers and 
members of Congress attended and it was an excellent 
opportunity to promote barley. 

SNOW-QUESTRATION

Wednesday was to be the final day of the NBGA meeting 
with a full agenda till noon and departure out of Reagan 
National at 5:00PM. But at 9:00AM that day, we were 
looking at snowflakes the size of doughnuts. Soon, 
phones were ringing with Delta flight cancellations. 
Rescheduling began in earnest with the earliest available 
flight home arriving two days later - 7:00PM Friday 
night. Others of our group familiar with the area 
proposed driving to Norfolk, Virginia, 4 hours south of 
DC, to catch a flight there. Shortly thereafter we rented a 
car and were on our way to Norfolk, through snow, slush 
and rain. Past the exits to Quantico, Langley, Yorktown 
and Williamsburg; past the home bases for the US 
Marines, the FBI and Revolutionary War battlefields - if 
only we could see more than 200 feet. The flight left at 
5:00AM the next morning for Atlanta, then on to Salt 
Lake City and finally to Great Falls and home, none the 
worse for wear.  



One of the strengths of the U.S. economy is its crop production 
and agricultural based industries.  Crop and value-added product 
exports reduce the unfavorable trade balance and generate new 
employment, grower income, and federal revenue.  Maintenance 
of U.S. dominance in agriculture requires continuing efforts to 
improve crop productivity and quality.  This effort assures that 
U.S. agricultural production can supply domestic demands and 
U.S. agricultural products can compete in world markets.  This can 
only be accomplished by investing in strong agricultural research 
programs that keep the U.S. at the forefront of the development and 
implementation of new agricultural technologies.

Barley is a significant U.S. crop.  Barley production has averaged 
218 million bushels per year with an estimated annual value of $785 
million as a raw agricultural commodity (2003-2012).

Barley producers stimulate the rural economy through the purchase 
of fertilizer, seed, chemicals, fuel, labor, etc.  These variable cash 
expenses averaged $490 million annually (2007-2011).

The impact of barley on the U.S. economy is even more significant 
if the value-added products resulting from its utilization as an animal 
feed, in malt beverages, and in food products are considered.  The 
economy also benefits from exports which annually average (2008-
2012) $76 million for barley and its milled products, $229 million 
for malt and malt extracts, $344 million for beer, and $1.43 billion 
for whiskey.

APRIL 201312

Economic Significance of Barley
American Malting Barley Association
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STB Review of the General 
Purpose Costing System

Formal comments were submitted by MGGA to the 
Surface Transportation Board (STB) regarding proposed 
changes to its general purpose costing system, the 
Uniform Railroad Costing System (URCS). Specifically, 
the Board is proposing to adjust how URCS calculates 
certain system-average unit costs in Phase II, thereby 
obviating the need for URCS to apply a separate 
make-whole adjustment in Phase III. The Board is also 
proposing other related changes to URCS that would 
result in more accurate movement costs, as well as 
changes to two of its reporting requirements. 
 
The following are the comments submitted by MGGA:

The Montana Grain Growers Association (MGGA) 
is encouraged by the STB’s changes to its Uniform 
Railroad Costing System (URCS). Our dues-paying 
members, who are the commercial grain producers of 
Montana, have been impacted by some of the outdated 
aspects of URCS which the STB is proposing to update 
and repair. While our members do not particularly 
concern themselves with the function of the URCS 
program, the awkward application of some of the step 
functions and the resulting disparity in R/VC values 
between similar rail shipments has been detrimental 
to our efforts to resolve real and important rail freight 
issues. It is our hope that the modifications to the URCS 
program will remove URCS as a factor in shipper and 
railroad decisions, and relegate it to just an accurate 
indicator to compare rates or determine regulatory 
thresholds.

MGGA realizes that allocation of a railroad’s costs 
will always be no more than an average. Therefore, we 
will continue to find resolution of rate issues based on 
real-time and real-world conditions. But, this effort to 
remove glaring inequities from the URCS program will 
be very helpful to our mission, removing some of the 

red herrings and misinformation which we have had to 
address.

In particular, the smoothing of the step function in 
efficiency adjustments is long overdue. We believe there 
have been situations in which these artificial steps have 
had an effect on the way shippers have ordered and used 
rail cars. Similarly, increasing the trainload size to 80 
cars is an important step in making URCS an indicator, 
rather than a factor, of the business of rail freight.

These are brief comments on a complex issue. We 
believe that the real effect of the URCS changes cannot 
be fully known until they are incorporated and used. We 
encourage the STB to listen to shippers and railroads 
after implementation, and to be ready to make further 
URCS modifications as business models adapt to 
markets. URCS should be an accurate indicator, rather 
than a factor, in this industry.

Thank you for these thoughtful efforts to improve the 
URCS program.

By Susan Cunningham,  MGGA Director-at-Large
Cunningham Crop Insurance, Billings, MT   
406-690-1352

NOTE: If winter wheat is looking questionable and you 
are considering replanting to spring wheat, remember to 
CALL FIRST for inspection and release.  

April 29 - Spring crop production reporting deadline 
                  (2012 yields) – if not done.
               - Except Spring Wheat was due November 14, 
                  unless new policy or in Sheridan or Daniels 
                  County.              
       
May 20, 30 or June 5 - Final planting date for Spring
                  Wheat (County dependent).    
                - Late planting period - coverage reduced by 1% 
                   per day for up to 25 days.
                            not eligible for replanting & full premium 
                            is charged.
                - Remember to check for "Initial Seeding Date".
                - County dependent as to qualifying for replant 
                   payment.

July 15 - Final spring acreage reporting deadline. 
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Von Bergen Installed as NAWG 
President at Commodity Classic

l-r:  Erik Youngren, Paul Penner, Bing Von Bergen, Brett 
Blankenship, Gordon Stoner

Montana wheat and barley farmer Bing Von Bergen was 
elected and installed as the new president of the National 
Association of Wheat Growers at the Association’s 
Board of Directors meeting during Commodity Classic 
in Orlando, FL. 
 
Von Bergen is a native of Moccasin, MT, located in the 
central part of the state. Prior to becoming a NAWG 
officer, he served in the officer corps of the Montana 
Grain Growers Association for five years and on the 
NAWG Board, chairing the Domestic and Trade Policy 
Committee in 2008 and 2009.  
 
In addition to running his farm, Von Bergen is the co-
owner of Heartland Seed Company, which specializes 
in small grain seeds as well as grass and alfalfa seed. 
He has also served in several leadership roles in his 
community, including on a local co-op board, bank 
board and school board.  
 
After serving in the U.S. Army, Von Bergen attended 
Montana State University. He and his wife Lois have 
two college-age children.  
 
As president, Von Bergen will also be serving as acting 
chief executive officer while the Association undertakes 
a search process for a new staff lead.  
 
“I am entering this new role during what some may 
consider a challenging time for our Association and 
our industry, but I see a lot of opportunity for us to 
grow and improve,” Von Bergen said. “I appreciate 
my fellow growers entrusting me with these duties and 
responsibilities, and I will work diligently to ensure I 

live up to them.” 
Other NAWG officers elected and installed at the 
meeting include:

•	 Paul Penner, Hillsboro, Kan., first vice president;

•	 Brett Blankenship, Washtucna, Wash., second 
vice president;

•	 Gordon Stoner, Outlook, Mont., secretary-
treasurer; and

•	 Erik Younggren, Hallock, Minn., immediate past 
president.

Members of NAWG’s Executive Committee, known 
as officers, commit to serve five years when they first 
run for the role of secretary-treasurer. The NAWG 
Nominating Committee and NAWG Board reaffirms 
their selection each year as they move into new roles on 
the officer team.  

KEITH KESSELKEITH KESSEL
CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION LLC

406-357-2475    Chinook, MT

Specializing in Steel Buildings, 
Insulated Work Shops, 

Farm Storage Buildings & Grain Bins

Full Sales & Service

Fax 357-2479Fax 357-2479
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Broad Support for Crop Insurance
This letter from the National Association of Wheat 
Growers, National Barley Growers Association and 41 
other agricultural organizations was sent to both House 
and Senate Ag Committees.

Dear Chairman Lucas and Ranking Member Peterson:

We write to express our support for strong, meaningful, 
and affordable crop insurance protection for this nation’s 
farmers and ranchers, and our opposition to any changes 
to crop insurance that would discourage producer 
participation or undermine private sector delivery.

In agriculture, one thing is for certain: crop loss will 
occur in some part of the United States each year. The 
significant, widespread crop losses of 2011 and 2012 
have clearly demonstrated the need for crop insurance 
protection and the public-private partnership of program 
delivery. Farmers, ranchers, their lenders, input suppliers 
and other stakeholders agree that crop insurance 
protection should remain a viable, affordable tool for 
managing risk.

Crop insurance is the cornerstone of most farmers’ risk 
management portfolios. It is a product selected in advance 
and tailored to the individual producer, with that producer 

choosing his or her product and protection level, and 
paying a premium for that coverage. In contrast, ad hoc 
disaster assistance is an after-the-fact form of assistance 
paid for entirely by the taxpayer that may help a producer 
survive a disaster but does not help manage risk. 
Importantly, because of the protection crop insurance 
provides, there were no calls for ad hoc disaster 
assistance in 2012 as there have been in the past.

Federal crop insurance provides an effective risk 
management tool to farmers and ranchers of all sizes 
when they are facing losses beyond their control, reduces 
taxpayer risk exposure, makes hedging possible to 
help mitigate market volatility, and provides lenders 
with greater certainty that loans made to producers will 
be repaid. The public-private partnership of program 
delivery works very well, allowing for timely and 
outstanding service to producers when they need it 
the most and providing much-needed jobs across rural 
America.

After a very challenging 2012 crop year, and with 
increasing demands for food, fiber, feed and fuel 
worldwide, it makes little sense to reverse the great 
progress Congress has made in providing crop insurance 
protection to producers.

Thank you for your consideration of our views.



APRIL 201320

Montana Weekly Crop Survey 
About to Begin
by Donna Wilham, MGGA Staff
Writing this article just two days after the first day of 
spring, and watching the snow continue to fall outside, 
I’m wondering if Mother Nature knows that what she 
is portraying is not what the calendar shows. I can just 
hear her say, “Blame it all on that groundhog…he was 
wrong again, and I’m the one that always gets blamed 
for it!” Either way, the calendar pages march on and 
spring really is upon us.  

And with spring, the official kick-off for the 2013 Crop 
Season begins. I believe in our farmers…they all have 
their ducks in a row with crop plans for the year…it 
was all figured out way before Thanksgiving last year. 
Even when they’re shaken by drought, flood, hail or 
frost, farmers will just turn the page and start a new 
chapter. They must have one heck of a support system to 
keep going. Oh, most farmers I know say their prayers, 
vent to their spouse, and maybe even yell at the dog 
a bit if things aren’t exactly “ideal” in the crop realm. 
But, there’s a support system that isn’t talked about 
enough…other farmers. There’s the unspoken support 
from other farmers when they make a trip to town and 
spot someone else with a cap on, picking up fertilizer 
or a part for the tractor. That’s when they know that no 
matter how tough it was last year, it’s worth another try 
this year…that’s real faith and a knowing “we’re all in 
this together” attitude. Then, there’s the support that 
comes from talking across the fence to your neighbor 
about how things are going at their place. But, let’s face 
it, farmers are busy people, and come springtime, there 
isn’t always time for that until after harvest. That’s when 

the Montana MarketManager Crop Survey becomes a 
farmer-support network.  

Montana Crop Surveys are weekly reports on the 
Montana MarketManager website, posted each Tuesday 
throughout the growing season, from growers around 
the state. The Crop Survey is a networking tool for 
Montana farmers and an information tool for Montana 
media. If you go back in time and read the archived 
surveys posted on the Crop Survey page, you’ll be 
able to reference information from previous years to 
see what was happening during the same time period. 
You’ll read crop stories about the best of the best and 
at times, the worst of the worst. It isn’t fiction or script 
from a low-budget reality show, but true-to-life stories 
from Montana farmers…maybe even ones you know. I’d 
like to change the name to “Montana Farmer Survivor,” 
except every farmer would be the winner, and that’s not 
how those shows work.

Crop surveys can be submitted from Thursday through 
Monday each week and you can watch for the posting 
of them on the MMM website by noon every Tuesday 
through harvest. MGGA welcomes any and all reports. 
To submit a survey, use the weather drop-down menu on 
the MMM home page, select “Submit a Crop Survey” 
and fill in the multiple choice responses. There is also an 
area available to share your thoughts or make comments 
(my favorite part to read). 
 
We want to hear from you this crop season…through the 
snow, the rain, and whatever else Mother Nature brings 
your way, through the 2013 harvest. Make it a habit to 
submit your Crop Survey each week and don’t forget 
to stay up-to-date on what “the Joneses” are doing by 
reading the surveys each Tuesday. Just log on to  
www.montanamarketmanager.org to get started.
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Reduce Volatilization Loss from 
Nitrogen Fertilizers
Agricultural scientists with Montana State University 
Extension are encouraging farmers to use management 
practices that minimize ammonia volatilization loss 
from nitrogen fertilizers to the atmosphere.

These practices can increase yields, be a financial boost 
to producers, and reduce release of ammonia gas, a 
pollutant that is a greenhouse gas.

MSU Extension has published two bulletins titled 
"Factors Affecting Nitrogen Fertilizer Volatilization" 
and "Management to Minimize Nitrogen Fertilizer 
Volatilization." The first explains various soil and 
climate factors that interact to affect volatilization.

Understanding these factors can help crop producers 
avoid applying urea and other nitrogen fertilizers in 
situations that may promote substantial volatilization.

The second bulletin presents best management practices 
to minimize volatilization loss and increase nitrogen use 
efficiency.

"Multiple and often interrelated factors make 
volatilization variable and difficult to predict under field 
conditions," said Clain Jones, the bulletin's lead author 
and Extension soil fertility specialist in the Department 
of Land Resources and Environmental Sciences (LRES) 
at MSU.

However, the conditions that affect volatilization are 
relevant across climates and regions. Regional examples 
are provided by the co-authors, who are soil scientists 
from Montana, Idaho and Oregon.

Until recently, volatilization loss from urea application 
in cool temperatures was thought to be relatively low. 
However, at low temperatures ammonia can volatilize 
slowly but over a longer period of time.

"Field trials in Montana found up to 44 percent of the 
applied nitrogen could be lost from urea broadcast 

Continued on page 22
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Continued from page 21

between October and April," said co-author Rick 
Engel, associate professor in LRES, who has conducted 
volatilization research in Montana for the past five years.

Regional research results by Engel and others suggest 
that surface soil moisture at time of application and 
rainfall or irrigation amounts after application play the 
biggest roles in affecting volatilization loss. The worst 
case conditions for volatilization loss were when urea 
was applied to a moist surface with no rain or only 
sprinkles for the next two to three weeks.

The first bulletin explains how moisture and other 
factors, such as soil pH, crop residue, and thatch 
influence volatilization loss.

Jones acknowledged that producers cannot control all 
these factors, which is why the second bulletin provides 
some management options.

Producers are encouraged to adopt best management 
practices such as incorporating urea with equipment or 
irrigation. Incorporating broadcast urea within one to 
two days after application can reduce volatilization loss 
to less than five percent of the applied nitrogen, noted 
Jones.

In dryland production, the half-inch rainfall event needed 
to move urea deep enough into the soil to minimize 
volatilization is not very common or predictable.

Jones listed some alternatives: adding compounds such 
as N-(n-butyl) thiophosphoric triamide (NBPT, the 
active ingredient in Agrotain®) that inhibit fertilizer 

transformation, to surface applied urea, or using a 
nitrogen fertilizer such as ammonium nitrate that has 
lower volatilization potential.

Jones stressed that if at all possible, urea should 
not be applied in situations that promote significant 
volatilization, such as on moist or frozen soil surfaces 
or when soil temperatures are above 70°F. Management 
alternatives are available to ensure the nitrogen applied 
gets used by the crop rather than lost to the air.

The bulletins are available as printed copies from MSU 
Extension Publications (www.msuextension.org/store; 
406-994-3273) and online at Jones' webpage at http://
landresources.montana.edu/soilfertility/publications.
html.
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Crop Production Must Grow 
While Meeting Consumer 
Expectations
By Steve Mercer, USW Vice President of 
Communications

Field to Market, the 
Keystone Alliance for 
Sustainable Agriculture, 
is a diverse initiative 
that joins producers, 
agribusinesses, food 
companies, conservation 

organizations and university and agency partners seeking 
to create sustainable outcomes for agriculture. Not long 
ago, Walmart joined this organization in part because of 
the retail giant’s very specific mission: consumer choice. 
 
“We want to give our customers safe, affordable and 
sustainably produced food,” said Walmart Senior 
Manager of Sustainability Rob Kaplan at the recent 
Ag Issues Forum for U.S. farm media, sponsored by 
Bayer Crop Science. “That means we want to align with 
farmers around common outcomes.”  
 
Through Field to Market, food retailers like Walmart 
have seen that corn, wheat, soybeans, cotton, rice 
and potatoes are produced more efficiently in the 
United States than 30 years ago. Producers have seen 
important improvements in farm safety and economic 
sustainability. At the same time, increased production to 
meet growing demand has also improved resource use 
by many crops. 
 
Describing these results last year when introducing 
a detailed analysis, Field to Market chairman Fred 
Luckey said the organization’s efforts are helping 
organizations define and measure the common 
outcomes for sustainable agriculture. The report reflects 
significant progress as well as continued opportunities 
for improvement in the face of real sustainability 
challenges.”

Looking specifically at wheat, the Field to Market report 
showed that between 1980 and 2011, wheat production 
in the United States improved on all measures of 
resource “efficiency,” with decreases in per bushel 
land use (-18%), soil erosion (-47%), irrigation water 
applied (-12%), energy use (-12%) and greenhouse gas 
emissions (-2%). Yet, this progress was not as great as 
that seen in crops like corn and soybeans, crops that 
benefit from advances in biotechnology.  

Kaplan said consumers in the United States and other 
countries have and will continue to demand more 
transparency about food production. He said they want 
to connect with the organizations that process it and the 
farmers who produce it. That is consistent with emerging 
support for agricultural technology that will help the 
world produce more and better food with less impact on 
the environment. 
 
There is strong evidence that crop biotechnology is 
providing significant environmental benefits, including 
higher yields that will enable farmers everywhere to 
grow more crops on the same or even less land, with 
less water and inputs. For example, Graham Brooks 
and Peter Barfoot, the directors of PG Economics, 
have extensively researched the benefits of genetically 
modified organisms and have concluded that biotech 
crops reduced pesticide usage by 443 million kilograms 
of active ingredient between 1996 and 2010. They also 
estimate that because biotech crops have helped farmers 
adapt minimum- and no-tillage systems, the amount of 
reduction in carbon dioxide emission equals removing 
six million automobiles off the road for an entire year in 
the United States. 
 
These universal advantages are consistent with what a 
growing number of consumers are saying about food 
produced from crops with biotechnology traits. The 
International Food Informational Council conducted a 
survey in May 2012 that showed about 70 percent of 
consumers would be willing to buy products made from 
biotech wheat if it would provide additional nutritional 
or environmental benefits. 
 
Wheat remains an essential part of the global diet 
with demand increasing every day, so innovation must 
continue to advance. Farmers and researchers in the 
United States, Australia and Canada are committed to 
increasing yields while improving the nutritional benefits 
and sustainability of wheat production in the years ahead. 
Our approach includes improved conventional breeding 
and development of biotechnology traits in a long-term 
and responsible effort with food safety and customer 
choice as our top priorities.
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Baucus-Hatch Bill Conserves
Ag Lands, Boosts Rural America
Senators Introduce Legislation Extending Tax 
Relief to Those Donating Land for Protection

Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus 
(D-Mont.) and Ranking Member Orrin Hatch (R-Utah) 
introduced legislation today to permanently extend tax 
relief for ranchers, farmers and other landowners who 
donate land for conservation.

The Rural Heritage Conservation Extension Act of 
2013 makes permanent the enhanced tax incentive for 
conservation easements that is set to expire at the end 
of 2013. The provision allows all taxpayers to deduct 
up to 50 percent of their adjusted gross income (AGI) 
for qualified donations of conservation easements. Any 
unused deduction can be carried forward for up to 15 
years. The bill further benefits farmers and ranchers by 
allowing them to deduct up to 100 percent of their AGI 
for donations of conservation easements.

“This bill provides a big boost to Rural America and 
helps family farmers and ranchers in Montana and across 
the country afford to stay on their land,” Senator Baucus 
said. “We need to do more to support local farmers and 
ranchers, and all those families connected to the land. 
These tax incentives are valuable tools to achieve that 
goal and will help protect a precious resource for future 
generations.”

“This legislation gives smart, responsible tax relief 
to farmers and ranchers to keep their land, while 
guaranteeing future generations’ access to our wide, 
open spaces,” said Senator Hatch. “This is a win-win for 
rural America and it’s past time Congress took action to 
make these tax incentives permanent.”

Senator Baucus originally introduced the legislation to 
create an enhanced conservation easement tax deduction 
with Senator Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) in 2006. The 
provision was then extended in the Food, Conservation 
and Energy Act of 2008, the Taxpayer Relief, 
Unemployment Reauthorization and Job Creation Act of 
2010 and most recently in the American Tax Relief Act 
of 2012. The provision is now set to expire at the end of 
2013. 

The text of the Rural Heritage Conservation Extension 
Act of 2013 can be found on the Finance Committee 
website here: http://finance.senate.gov/legislation/.
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Daines Fights Back Against Senseless 
EPA Regulations
EPA fuel storage regulations add unnecessary costs for 
Montana farmers, ranchers
Congressman Steve Daines announced in March that he has 
helped introduce legislation that will provide Montana farmers and 
ranchers with relief from costly and burdensome Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) fuel storage regulations.

Daines serves as an original co-sponsor of the Farmers Undertake 
Environmental Land Stewardship (FUELS) Act, which eases the 
EPA’s Oil Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) 
rules for small farmers and ranchers by modifying the exemption 
level to be more reflective of a producer’s spill risk and financial 
resources.

“Montana’s farmers and ranchers need relief from Washington’s 
out-of-touch regulations that fail to take into account the reality of 
working in agriculture,” Daines stated. “The FUELS Act takes an 
important step to provide our ag producers with the flexibility they 
need and removes the uncertainty of yet another costly, one-size-
fits-none rule from Washington, D.C. I am committed to being an 
advocate for Montana’s farmers and ranchers and will continue 
working to reduce the burden that Washington’s regulatory 
overreach brings.”

The FUELS Act has also received strong support from the 
Montana Grain Growers Association.

“MGGA would like to thank Congressman Daines for this 
common sense legislation,” stated Ryan McCormick, president 
of the Montana Grain Growers Association. “The FUELS Act 
is befitting of the reality of current agricultural operations and 
will undo burdensome regulations and oversight by the federal 
government.  This is a great start for pro-agriculture legislation 
from Congressman Daines. We look forward to working with him 
and are sure we can expect more common sense legislation from 
him in the future.”

The current SPCC rule requires producers to construct a 
containment facility, like a dike or a basin, around above-ground 
fuel tanks, which must retain 110 percent of the maximum stored 
fuel capacity.   The EPA has determined that any above-ground 
fuel storage facility exceeding 1,320 gallons must comply, which 
would apply to most farmers and ranchers across the country, 
including smaller-scale producers who may not be able to afford it.

The FUELS Act would modify the exemption level for a single 
above-ground container to 10,000 gallons while the aggregate 
level on a production facility would move to 42,000 gallons. The 
FUELS Act also provides farmers or ranchers with a greater ability 
to self-certify compliance, instead of having to procure the services 
of certified Professional Engineers (PEs).   
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House Ag Committee Approves 
Bipartisan Legislation to Tweak 
Dodd-Frank Act
The House Agriculture Committee approved seven 
legislative proposals amending Title VII of the Dodd-
Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection 
Act. The bills are the culmination of the committee's 
oversight efforts of the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission (CFTC) as it writes rules for Dodd-Frank. 
All but one of the bills advanced on a voice vote. H.R. 
992, the Swaps Regulatory Improvement Act, was 
approved by a vote of 31-14.

"I appreciate the bipartisan leadership of my colleagues 
on the bills that advanced. Our effort is to ensure that 
America's job creators - our farmers, ranchers, small 
businesses, government utilities, and manufacturers - are 
not overburdened by financial regulations. Without these 
important changes, regulations could deter businesses 
from hedging against risk, which is contrary to the 
purpose of financial regulatory reform," said Chairman 
Frank Lucas.

The bills include the following:

H.R. 634, the Business Risk Mitigation and Price 
Stabilization Act, ensures that end-users can continue to 
use derivatives to manage business risks without being 
subject to costly margin requirements.

H.R. 677, the Inter-Affiliate Swap Clarification Act, 
ensures that transactions between affiliates within a 
single corporate group are not regulated as swaps.

H.R. 742, the Swap Data Repository and Clearinghouse 
Indemnification Correction Act of 2013, would 
allow data sharing between U.S. and international 
regulators and swap data repositories without adding an 
unnecessary layer of legal bureaucracy.

H.R. 992, the Swaps Regulatory Improvement Act, 
amends Section 716 of the Dodd-Frank Act to limit the 
swap desk push-out requirement so that it only applies 
to certain swaps based on certain asset-backed securities 
and does not disadvantage U.S. institutions compared 
to their international counterparts who have no similar 
restrictions.

H.R. 1003 would require the CFTC to assess the costs 
and benefits of its actions.

H.R. 1038, the Public Power Risk Management Act, 

would allow producers, utility companies, and other non-
financial entities to continue entering into energy swaps 
with government-owned utilities without danger of being 
required to register with the CFTC as a swap dealer.

H.R. 1256, the Swap Jurisdiction Certainty Act, would 
direct the CFTC and the Securities and Exchange 
Commission to adopt a joint rule on how they will 
regulate cross-border swaps transactions as part of the 
new requirements created in the Dodd-Frank Act.

TPP Trade Negotiations Move 
Forward with Renewed New 
Interest
by Shannon Schlecht, USW Vice President of 
Policy

The latest negotiating round for the TransPacific 
Partnership (TPP) concluded in Singapore in March. The 
talks reportedly made good progress in several areas, but 
ambitious and potentially challenging issues lie ahead.

Sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures represent 
an important area for agricultural trade. Most bilateral 
trade agreements include SPS language that generally 
references the relevant World Trade Organization 
sections. However, the forward-looking TPP framework 
is expected to include measures that go beyond WTO 
SPS commitments, which is a goal that USW and 
many other U.S. agriculture groups strongly support. 
In addition, most food and agricultural groups would 
like these new rules to be fully enforceable. At the last 
negotiating round, the United States informally floated 
a paper that proposes a consultation mechanism to help 
move talks forward in this chapter. 

SPS disputes can and do lead to costly discharge delays, 
a problem that several agricultural groups also hope 
to see addressed in TPP negotiations. In fact, the U.S. 
export industry has suggested including a process for 
rapidly resolving disputes that prevent cargos from 
discharging.

In addition, market access talks continue toward a 
comprehensive package that will eliminate tariffs to the 
growing markets of the Asia-Pacific region. Reduced 
tariffs and improved SPS commitments will help lower 
costs and limit trade disruptions. This will benefit both 
TPP exporters and consumers.

Continued on page 28
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USW was also pleased to hear this week that Japan 
will seek entry into the TPP negotiations, pending a 
consensus agreement from current member countries. 
As the world's third largest economy, Japan's entry 
will bring the economic output of the TPP member 
countries to more than U.S. $27 trillion according to 
the International Monetary Fund. By including Japan, 
two-thirds of economic activity of the 21 Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation member countries would be part 
of TPP. That kind of economic weight will add credence 
to the long-term goal of liberalizing trade in the Asia-
Pacific region.

Japan imports more U.S. wheat on average than any 
other country and U.S. wheat producers stated their 
support for Japan to join the TPP when our respected 
customer first announced interest in the agreement in 
November 2011. The 17th negotiating round is set for 
mid-May 2013 and now we look forward to working 
with our Japanese colleagues to achieve a mutually 
beneficial outcome.   

Continued from page 26

Wheat being unloaded at the Port of Osaka - photo courtesy 
of Montana Wheat and Barley Committee

Korea, US FTA One Year Later: 
Barley Sales Jump
US Grains Council
Sales of U.S. barley and malting barley to Korea jumped 
significantly in 2012 thanks to implementation of the 
United States-Korea Free Trade Agreement (FTA) one 
year ago and to timely promotions of barley by the U.S. 
Grains Council and other organizations. 

According to data from the Korea Customs Services, 
sales in 2012 reached 1,297 metric tons (56,000 bushels) 
with a value of $693,146 (U.S.), compared to essentially 
no sales in 2011. The U.S. barley and malting barley was 
able to enter the country duty free under a new tariff rate 
quota that was part of the FTA – a critical factor in the 
sales.

Byong Min, USGC director in Korea, said the Council 
began introducing U.S. barley exporters to local 
importers and providing technical information to buyers. 
In partnership with McKay Seed Company Inc., the 
Council organized a seminar on U.S. barley production 
for Korean importers, distributors and end-users. The 
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Council also assisted an Idaho Food Barley Trade 
Mission that visited with importer-distributers and 
end-users.

Min noted that the FTA has had little impact on corn, as 
the United States already enjoyed low or zero tariff rates 
on corn for feed imports to Korea. While sales of U.S. 
corn to Korea were down in 2012 due to the drought, the 
Korea Customers Services said sales of U.S. corn still 
reached 2.8 million tons (110 million bushels) with a 
value of $931 million (U.S.).

The FTA does, however, expand opportunities into 
Korea's food and industrial sector and will eventually 
allow U.S. corn starch to enter duty free. Dried distiller's 
grains with solubles also receives duty free access under 
the FTA.

Most importantly, Min said, implementation of the FTA 
allows the Council to continue to promote the advantages 
of U.S. grains and their reliable supplies to meet Korea's 
growing feed, food and industrial demand. It also 
provides a forum for the Council to continue to work 
with Korean regulatory authorities to assist in review and 
approval of biotech events to ensure the smooth flow of 
U.S. grains to Korea.

Will Japan be Surpassed as 
Global Grain Import Leader?
The U.S. Grains Council Chart of the Week on March 
14 shows import projections from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture's Economic Research Service (USDA 
ERS). Developing economies are surging demand 
for global grains. Japan has long held the title as the 
world's largest coarse grain importer, led by world 
class infrastructure and robust corn imports. However, 

Continued on page 30

with a stagnant economy and aging population, recent 
data suggests they may not only lose the crown, but 
fall to third place amongst grain importers in less than 
ten years. As the global middle class starts to surface, 
consumers with more purchasing power transition from 
a plant starch based diet to a more animal protein based 
diet. Therefore, economic growth and meat consumption 
are directly correlated. 
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According to the baseline projections, USDA ERS 
forecasts that both China and Mexico will import 
roughly the same amount of coarse grain in 2021, with 
China quickly rocketing past the other two. Meanwhile, 
Mexico gradually surpasses Japan, quickly bumping the 
long-time king of global grain imports to third.

"Everyone is talking about the rapid growth of China, 
but we take for granted the development, evolution 
and sophistication in Mexico," said Kevin Roepke, 
USGC manager of global trade. "Mexico seems to 
be the market nobody is talking about, but following 
China, they are the largest opportunity for growth. Plus, 
with infrastructure and inherent partnerships linked 
back to the United States, one can assume we will 
obtain an exceptionally large market share of Mexico's 
incremental business."

Coarse grains encompass corn, sorghum, barley, rye, 
millet and mixed grains, although corn is the dominant 
grain, accounting for 80 percent of the world coarse 
grain trade. Barley has the next largest share at 13 
percent, followed by sorghum at 5 percent, according to 
USDA ERS analysis. Overall, world coarse grain trade is 
projected to increase 27 percent over the next decade.

The Council has been active in all three markets for 
more than 30 years and has developed many programs 
to facilitate the growth and development of the livestock 
and industrial sectors responsible for the tremendous 
growth in all arenas.

Wheat Promotion is World Wide
by Brittney Fund, USW Communications Intern

Now more than ever, the demand for baked goods cannot 
be sustained only by tradition, relatively low cost and 
great taste. Shifting consumer preferences, government 
mandates and even misinformation require bakeries and 
their allied supply chains to aggressively promote baked 
goods in any wholesome diet. That is why wheat food 
industry organizations are promoting wheat all around 
the world. 
 
The Philippines-based “Mabuhay Tinapay!” (“Celebrate 
Bread!”) campaign is one example that includes 
support from U.S. wheat growers and the USDA 
Foreign Agricultural Service through USW. The USW 
Manila Office combined its efforts with the Philippine 
Association of Flour Millers Inc., and the Chamber of 
Philippine Flour Millers after studies showed per capita 
wheat growth in the Philippines was not keeping pace 

with that of other South Asian countries. “Mabuhay 
Tinapay!” has encouraged consumers to eat more baked 
goods and has promoted U.S. wheat to local millers 
through print advertising and social media.

USW and its stakeholders are also helping promote 
wheat consumption in Mexico. In 2011, the Mexican 
government banned traditional styles of bread including 
bolillo and concha sweet bread from school lunches as 
part of an effort to fight obesity. USW, Camara Nacional 
de la Industria Molinera del Trigo (CANIMOLT, the 
National Chamber of Wheat Milling), Cámara Nacional 
de la Industria Panificadora (CANAINPA, the National 
Baking Industry Chamber) and other stakeholders 
sponsored independent research that showed the true 
nutritional value of breads. CANAINPA even created 
a campaign to inform the Mexican public about the 
nutritional benefits of bread using posters and exhibits at 
national health expositions. Ultimately, the government 
withdrew its ban on traditional breads in schools.  
 
In addition to international efforts, industry organizations 
are promoting wheat foods consumption in the United 
States. In fact, one campaign has been going strong for 
more than 40 years. First-time and experienced bakers 
in many wheat-growing states have celebrated National 
Bake and Take Day on the fourth Saturday in March 



since the Kansas “Wheathearts,” an auxiliary group of 
the Kansas Association of Wheat Growers, started the 
event in 1970. The event began as a community service 
project from a group of Kansas farm wives who baked 
goods to share with friends, family and neighbors.  
 
“The tradition of Bake and Take day is to bake 
something to share with a loved one,” said Cindy Falk, 
nutrition educator with Kansas Wheat. “And it also gives 
us the opportunity to share the message of grains in a 
healthy diet.” 
 
Furthermore, Wheat Foods Council (WFC) and Grain 
Foods Foundation (GFF) are working together to 
combat a serious challenge – the gluten-free fad. Both 
organizations host science-backed information online 
in combination with putting on educational events and 
teaming up with public figures to promote wheat foods 
and combat pervasive misinformation. 
 
In June 2012, for example, WFC created an educational 
event for the top nutritionists in the United States. Its 
“Wheat Safari” invited nutritionists to Manhattan, KS, to 

learn about wheat’s journey from the farm to their forks. 
The nutritionists were able to visit flour mills, make 
soft pretzels from U.S. wheat flour and even ride in a 
combine while visiting wheat farms. 
 
“Our two day Safari was an eye-opening adventure,” 
nutritionist Heidi Diller said in her Better than Dorm 
Food blog. “The take-away for me was the amount 
of energy and effort that goes into making the wheat 
products like bread, pretzels and pasta.” 
 
GFF also took action in 2012 by teaming up with USA 
soccer star Mia Hamm to support “Go with the Grain.” 
Hamm is the spokesperson featured on GFF’s website 
for grain-based foods as a healthy, affordable and 
nutritious part of any diet. The site includes recipes and 
nutritional information to fit healthy wheat foods into 
busy lifestyles – some of the recipes are grouped in a 
Quick and Easy category. 
 
USW stands ready to support all our customers who are 
working to provide wholesome, nutritious wheat foods 
to their customers at an affordable price.




