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Montana Grain Growers Association

The Right Mix

A good mix of rain and 
sunshine is a great thing for 
the Montana producer. Too 
much of either and you can 
have problems. Last fall was 
one of the driest on record and 
if you wanted to be brave and 
seed, you knew your faith in 
Mother Nature was going to be 
tested!  Springtime came with 
an ok stand of winter wheat 
and the weather allowed us to 

get spring crops planted in good shape. There was just 
enough rain to get everything up and started good, but 
just before Memorial Day the heat began drying out 
the ground and crops started to look stressed. Then 
came the rain and a lot of it! 

You can see a pattern being set, and it is that we as 
producers depend on so many things that are out of our 
control. We can do our very best in preparing our crops 
with good planning and execution but, if we don’t get 
the right amount of rain and sunshine, it can all be 
futile.

Watching the US House of Representatives deal with 
the farm bill is similar to our farming where the right 
mix is a very precarious thing. A year ago we watched 
the Senate Ag Committee come up with a proposal 
the full Senate passed. The Montana Grain Growers 
Association worked hard with our Senators and their 
staff to achieve a workable bill. Representatives on the 
House Ag Committee drafted their own version of the 
farm bill, but it was not brought to the floor for a vote. 

Fast forward to summer 2013 and it is almost the 
same scenario as the previous year. The Senate Ag 
Committee brought up the same version of the bill as 
the previous year and it was passed by the full Senate 
with the addition of a few amendments. The House 
Ag Committee came with their version and after much 

Farrah McGregor
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Each month we provide some key areas where 
MGGA leaders and staff have been working on 
your behalf.  Here is a sampling of important 
issues and activities for July 2013:

Working for You...

4

From                         page 2The Right Mix

July is a busy month for Montana Ag Research 
Center and ag industry field days. MGGA staff met 
with members at field day events for MillerCoors 
in Power; the Northern Agriculture Research 
Center in Havre (both in late June); the Central Ag 
Research Center in Moccasin; the Western Triangle 
Agriculture Research Center in Conrad; Busch 
Agricultural Resources in Fairfield; Westbred in 
Fort Benton and Malteurop in Great Falls.

Vice President Matt Flikkema represented MGGA 
at the Montana Ag Experiment Station (MAES) 
advisory board meeting in Lewistown.

MGGA Executive Vice President Lola Raska 
met with Dave Phillips, Lewistown, to draft a 
curriculum for the crop production seminar of 
the inaugural REAL (Resource Education and Ag 
Leadership) Montana class.

MGGA and National Barley Growers Association 
Director Dave Henderson, Cut Bank, met with 
Edward Avalos, USDA Under Secretary for 
Marketing and Regulatory Programs (includes 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS) and Grain Inspection, Packers, and 
Stockyards Administration (GIPSA)) in Cut Bank.

Montana Grains Foundation directors and staff met 
with Montana State University Alumni Foundation 
representatives Kevin Brown and student 
ambassador Lane Nordlund to discuss ongoing ag 
research initiatives.

EVP Raska participated in the annual meeting of 
the Montana State Fund Ag Safety Program
executive committee in Helena.

discussion and many amendments the bill was defeated. 
It is apparent that the rain and sunshine in the House of 
Representatives is not a very good mix at this time. 

The nutrition part of the farm bill was the biggest hang-
up in the House. The idea to split the nutrition title out 
of the farm bill may have come from pressure to try 
to move the bill forward so that if the agriculture part 
of the bill was passed, it would be possible to move to 
a conference committee. All along we thought if they 
could get a bill to a conference committee, a workable 
farm bill could be achieved. Splitting the nutrition title 
and the agriculture titles was against the wishes of most 
of the farm organizations as was the inclusion of an 
amendment to eliminate permanent law. The thought 
is that if permanent law is eliminated, agriculture will 
lose a strong bargaining chip for future farm policy. The 
House did split the titles and was successful in passing 
their farm bill by a vote of 216-208. Now the race is 
going to be if a conference committee can be named and 
the whole process accomplished before the expiration of 
the 2008 extended farm bill.

The political mix in our Congress will have to be at an 
optimum balance in order to beat deadlines and achieve 
a viable, working farm bill so that producers can plan 
for their operations. As always, MGGA will continue to 
work with our senators and representative and their staffs 
to plan and execute, and the rest will be like the rain and 
sunshine mix, out of our control!

“I was pleased to see the House approve moments ago 
farm, conservation, research, trade promotion and energy 
measures as part of a revised farm bill product. Splitting 
the agriculture and nutrition portions of the traditional 
farm law is a concern of ours. At the same time, we 
are pleased the House can now move to a conference 
process with the Senate and work toward a product that 
can be approved by both chambers and President Obama 
before the current farm bill extension expires.  
  
“The situation this legislation is in is no one’s ideal 
scenario. However, we have faith our ag leaders will 
continue their diligent efforts to get in place the safety 
net our farmers and all consumers need, and we stand 
ready to help them do so.”

A July 11 statement from National Association of 
Wheat Growers (NAWG) President Bing Von Bergen, a 
wheat farmer from Moccasin, Mont.:

NAWG Statement on House 
Passage of Farm Bill Measure 
Without Nutrition Title
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Farm Bill Slowly Moving 
Toward Conference

The House of 
Representatives took the 
next step toward a formal 
conference of farm bill 
legislation by sending its 
version of the measure, 
sans nutrition title, to the 
Senate on July 15. 

Budgets, Ag Appropriations 
Bills Stalled in Congress
Prospects for another continuing resolution appear 
to be increasing with limited time until the August 
congressional recess and impasses on both a budget 
resolution and appropriations bills, including the 
agriculture measure. Both chambers have passed 
budgets, but a conference committee has yet to be 

Custom Seed Cleaning & Treating

Winter Wheat

Call us for all 
your seed needs!
406.467.2557
800.572.4769
406.467.3377
PO Box 698
2380 US Highway 89
Fair�eld, Montana 59436

email: treasure@3rivers.net

Treasure
State
Seed, Inc.

Treasure
State
Seed, Inc.

Phone

Toll-Free

Fax

We are a WestBred Associate

Forage Grasses
Alfalfa   
Wheatgrasses
Lawn Mixes   
Custom Mixes

AP503-Clear�eld
Brawl CLP
Ledger
Falcon
Quake
Yellowstone
Willow Creek
SY Wolf

The Senate responded by accepting without exception a 
unanimous consent resolution to send the farm bill back 
to the House and set the stage for a conference and the 
appointment of conferees.

The House must now act again by passing a motion 
to go to conference and formally appoint conferees. It 
appears House Leadership would like to move forward 
with a House nutrition title before moving to the formal 
conference, though there is no timeline for that work 
yet. Meanwhile, reports indicate discussions are being 
held in both chambers to ascertain Members’ concerns, 
and informal talks between agriculture-focused staff are 
ongoing. 

The differences between the House and Senate bills are 
primarily in the nutrition programs. The House Bill, 
however, also includes language amending permanent 
law which would only apply to the pending commodity 
title, while leaving other titles subject to periodic 
reauthorization. This would compromise the “package 
deal” that has been essential in providing political 
leverage to reauthorize farm bills on schedule. 
 
In addition to resolving differences in the two farm bills 
and reconciling whether the changes made to permanent 
law remain in place, Congress will have very little time 
to complete the process and have legislation in place by 
September 30, when the current farm bill expires.

established and may never be for political reasons          
(a prospect that also concerns farm bill-watchers 
awaiting a conference for that legislation). 

An agriculture appropriations bill, which provides 
funding for USDA and other agencies, has still not been 
considered on the floor of either chamber, though both 
appropriations committees passed their versions in June. 
The ag appropriations bill provides funding for many 
important programs to the wheat industry, including 
the Market Access Program (MAP), Foreign Market 
Development (FMD) program, research programs 
including the U.S. Wheat and Barley Scab Initiative, 
and food aid.
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Field Days
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By Susan Cunningham,  MGGA Director-at-Large
Cunningham Crop Insurance, Billings, MT   
406-690-1352

As harvest is beginning or on-going, producers need to 
remember:
•    Contact your agent/company as soon as possible if 
      there is any chance of a loss. Verify your 
      responsibilities in case of a loss.
•    If you have any old production, request measurement
     before putting new grain on top of old grain in 
     storage.
•    If you have any acres that will not be harvested, 
     request a loss adjuster for appraisal before putting to 
     another use and during normal harvest time.
•    Be sure to keep good unit production records because
     with the revenue products, you may have a loss due
     to “price loss” even if you do not have a production 
     loss. With the Revenue Plan, your “Revenue to 
     Count” is determined based on “Actual Harvested 
     Bushels X Determined Harvest Price”.  

Revenue Plan (RP) wheat estimated harvest prices to 
be announced Sept. 1. 
•    Winter wheat is calculated from the August average
     of the September wheat contract on the Kansas City 
     Board of Trade.
•    Spring wheat is calculated from the August 
     average of the September spring wheat contract on 
     the Minneapolis Grain Exchange. 
•    Spring barley is calculated from the August average 
     of the September corn contract on the Chicago Board 
     of Trade factored for barley. 

September 30:  Deadline for Wheat, Forage 
Production, PRF Rainfall:
You may add new, change levels or types of policies 
(Yield Plan vs. Revenue Plan), add/cancel endorsements/
options, cancel or transfer policies, add/cancel enterprise 
unit endorsements, request written agreements. Think 
about changes you may want to make this fall for the 
2014 crop year.

Heartland
SeedHSC Company
Heartland
SeedHSC Company

101 Indian Butte Road    Moccasin, MT 59462

FALL PLANTING TIME

TIME FOR HEARTLAND SEED

406-423-5600

ART (PVP)

S Y WOLF (PVP)

AP503CL 2 (PVP)

JAGALENE (PVP)

HAWKEN (PVP)

QUAKE (PVP) (CSO)

GENOU (PVP)

JUDEE (PVP)

YELLOWSTONE (PVP)

Brawl PLUS
( A new Clearfield variety of winter wheat)

Introducing
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Fall Harvest is a Time to 
Be Thankful and Thoughtful

Since 2009, the Montana 
Grains Foundation 
has sponsored “Our 
Neighbor’s Daily Bread” 
(ONDB), a project 
specifically designed 
to meet the flour needs 
of the Montana Food 
Bank Network. Working 
in cooperation with the 
Food Bank Network, the 
Montana Grain Growers 
Association and many 
grain elevators across the 
state, the program has 
proven in its four years of 
existence that it can take 
a huge bite out of hunger, 
one bushel at a time. 
Thanks to the generosity 
of Montana’s farmers, 

enough flour for 61,000 loaves of bread have been added 
to the ONDB pantry since the program’s beginning.   
 
Hunger, like a disease, has spread to nearly 1 in 7 
Montanans, 46,000 of them children. During this harvest 
time of year, while you watch the bounty of grain pour 
into your bin, be thankful, but also be thoughtful of 
others who could benefit from the safe and nutritious 
grains Montana farmers grow. 

Donating is a simple process – when you deliver or settle 
on your delivered grain, just tell the elevator manager 
how much you want to donate to ONDB. He will cut a 
separate check to the Montana Grains Foundation for the 
amount of bushels or cash you specify.

Your crops are your livelihood, but for someone you 
may not even know, a donation to ONDB could help 
sustain their life. This harvest, please consider helping 
Montana’s hungry with an “I care package” for ONDB.  
   
For more information visit http://www.mgga.org/
Foundation/ondb.html.

Get Yours Now! MGGA Offers 
Wheat Pin

You’ve worked too 
hard and have too 
much invested in 
your crop to worry 
about losing 
it to hail.
At PMI we 
represent a 
number of 
companies for 
hail insurance 
so we can find 
the best coverage 
at the best price 
for your farm.

Forgot to get your 
coverage in place?
Headed out for the 
weekend? No problem, 
our cell phones are always 
on and you can reach us 
there nights and weekend.

Lewis Zanto
Cell: 788-7334

Bill Brewer
Cell: 799-7334

Rudi Birgenheier
Cell: 788-0231

Andy Brewer
Cell: 750-3510

Garrett Zanto
Cell: 788-3330

Equal Opportunity Provider

lewis@prairiemountaininsurance.com

300 2nd Avenue South, Suite 3
Great Falls, MT 59405

216-3300   
Toll Free: 877-216-3300

Check it out - MGGA is 
offering a wheat lapel pin 
for just $10 each!  The pin 
is composed of gold plated 
die-cast metal and is 1 1/16 
inches x 7/16 inches with a 
spring back tie tac.   
 
The pins can be ordered by 
calling the MGGA office at 
406-761-4596 or emailing 
lmorgan@mgga.org with 
your shipping address and the 
number of pins you would 
like.  An invoice will be 
enclosed with your shipped 
order.
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Orange Wheat Blossom Midge 
Moving Across Montana
Reprinted with permission - by Terri Adams, The 
Praire Star

According to Bob Stougaard, orange wheat blossom 
midge is an insect capable of devastating a spring 
wheat crop, and the pest is setting up home in Montana. 
Stougaard is a professor with Montana State University 
and superintendent at the Northwestern Agriculture 
Research Center in Kalispell.

“The orange blossom midge can annihilate a field,’’ he 
said. “It showed up here in 2006 and there were guys 
that didn’t even bother combining.”

In Flathead Valley wheat fields that normally would have 
yielded 80 to 90 bushels per acre instead produced less 
than two bushels. A conservative estimate on economic 
loss in Flathead County was over 1.5 million dollars.

Significant damage to spring wheat crops have been 
reported in Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Minnesota 
and North Dakota. The midge also has been reported 
in southern British Columbia, northeastern Montana 
and the Idaho panhandle. Recently the insect has been 
detected in Montana’s Lake County and Pondera County 
as well.

“In 2011, we found it in Valier, so it has established itself 
in the Golden Triangle,” said Stougaard.

Damage to the crop is not readily apparent since the 
insect feeds inside the wheat head.

Kernels may abort entirely, not fully develop, or only 
be slightly damaged. Small, shriveled seed and low 
test weights are common occurrences but may often 

be mistaken for the effects of frost damage or drought 
stress. Additionally, the damaged kernel allows easier 
water entry, often resulting in sprout damage and low 
falling numbers. The seeds are also more susceptible to 
attack from pathogenic fungi.

Stougaard said there are several ways to combat the 
midge. Currently there are no spring wheat varieties that 
are resistant to the midge so Stougaard recommends 
planting early and selecting early maturing varieties of 
spring wheat. Spring wheat is most vulnerable to the 
midge from early heading through pollination. Crops 
that develop sooner may avoid damage from the midge 
by being further along in their grain development by the 
time the midge emerges.

Rotation is another tool to use. The midge rarely is a 
problem in barley, but can infest rye and intermediate 
wheat grass. Winter wheat may be an option since grain 
filling is well underway by the time the adults emerge 
and start to lay their eggs.

However, Stougaard noted that insects adapt to their 
environment and the midge is a major pest in winter 
wheat in Europe. Furthermore, the wheat stem sawfly is 
an example of a pest that made the transition from spring 
to winter wheat. Peas, lentils, canola and other broadleaf 
crops are other logical options yet, because the insect can 
hibernate for up to 13 years, crop rotations may only be 
a partial solution.

If wheat prices are high, insecticide treatments are 
recommended if one or more adults are observed for 
every seven to eight heads. The optimum stage to apply 
insecticide is when 70 percent of the crop has headed.

“To know if you are at the economic threshold and have 
to spray, you have to go out and scout for the insect,” he 
said. And the only time to scout them is at dusk.

Stougaard noted that midge activity can be visibly seen 
between 8:30 p.m. and 11 p.m. on evenings when wind 
speeds are less than 6 mph. and air temperatures are 
greater than 60 degrees. Fields should be monitored 
daily from the time the heads begin to emerge from the 
boot until the anthers are visible. Because adults emerge 
over several weeks, late developing tillers, or areas in the 
field where heading is delayed, such as low spots where 
soil moisture is favorable, will continue to be vulnerable 
to attack.

“There are pheromone traps you can use to catch the 
adult males, too,’’ he said. “So, based on the catches in 
the traps, it can tell if you have midge in the area.”
Another biological method for control midge is to 
release a natural enemy of the midge into the field. The 
small parasitic wasp, Macroglenes penetrans, has been 
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credited with controlling about 25 to 40 percent of the 
midge population in parts of Canada and North Dakota. 
The wasp lays its own eggs inside the midge larvae then 
over winters inside the still living midge larvae. The next 
spring, the wasp larvae develops and kills the midge 
larvae before it can pupate into an adult.

According to Janet Knodel, North Dakota State 
University Extension Service entomologist, the parasitic 
wasp, plays an important role in keeping wheat midge in 
check naturally most years by killing the wheat midge 
larvae. The average parasitism rate for the wasp was 19 
percent in 2011, compared with 17 percent in 2010 and 
13 percent in 2009. Stougaard said releases of the wasp 
have been made in Flathead County, but populations 
have been slow to develop.

Each individual management tactic has merit. But, as 
with most pest problems, an integrated approach that 
combines the use of crop rotations, resistant spring 
wheat varieties, biological control agents, and the 
strategic use of insecticides will likely be required to 
manage this new insect pest.

Life cycle of the orange wheat blossom midge

According to Bob Stougaard, professor with Montana 
State University and superintendent at the Northwestern 
Agriculture Research Center in Kalispell, the orange 
wheat blossom midge larva are hungry little creatures. 
The tiny orange larva burrow into the forming head of 
the wheat and feed on the kernels. They will stay there, 
feasting on the developing grain for two to three weeks 
before dropping to the soil surface in early August. 
Stougaard noted this event is nothing short of a mass 
exodus and requires either dew or rain to trigger the 
phenomenon.

Upon reaching the ground, the larvae immediately bury 
themselves into the soil and form a cocoon to over-
winter. Stougaard said, most larvae emerge the next 
spring. However, hibernation periods of five years are 
not uncommon, and some reports indicate that dormancy 
periods can last 13 years.

Pupation and adult emergence largely depends on soil 
temperatures. Temperatures must warm above 50 degrees 
Fahrenheit and stay there before the hibernating midge 
will emerge from its cocoon and pupate into an adult. 
Adult emergence continues over an extended period that 
can last four to six weeks. Stougaard said, in addition 
to warmer temperatures, soil moisture also is critical, 
and June thunderstorms are often associated with major 
outbreaks.

Stougaard said the newly formed adult midge is a 
very small, orange-colored fly about half the size of 
a mosquito. During the day the adults stay within the 
crop canopy but, on calm evenings the female will fly 
about, laying eggs on newly developing wheat spikes. 
Though she will only live for about a week, she will lay 
an average of 80 eggs, depositing them singly or in small 
clusters of three to five eggs on the florets of the wheat 
spike.

After hatching the small orange larvae move from the 
surface of the floret into the developing wheat kernel and 
feed. The larvae remain there until wet conditions cause 
them to drop to the soil and over winter.
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Women Stepping Forward For 
Agriculture Symposium 2013

Registration has opened 
for the 13th annual 
Women Stepping 
Forward for Agriculture 
Symposium to be held 
in Miles City, on Sept. 
17-19.
 
This symposium will 
give women involved in 

S GRAINSS E E D S

Post Of�ce Box 130    Three Forks, Montana 59752

406-285-3269406-285-3269
www.circlesseeds.com

Other Items 
Available

Upon Request

WestBred  , Improving Nature’s Grains and the Wheat design are trademarks of Monsanto Technology, LLC.
R

Winter Wheat

Pioneer Corn 
Silage Inoculant

Whole & Cracked 
Feed Corn

Custom Pasture &
Hay Mixes

Pioneer Alfalfa
1st Select Alfalfa

Call Now & Book
Your Seed Today!

WB-Quake Winter Wheat

*Hard White **Hard White Semi-Solid Stem

Give us a call!

We Buy Malt Barley, Feed Barley 
& Feed Oats

AP503CL2 Winter Wheat Seed
SY Clearstone

Willow Creek Forage Winter Wheat

Brawl CL Plus

Winter Triticale
Luoma

Complete Grass
Seed Selection

See us for your CRP needs

promoting Montana’s agriculture the opportunity to learn about 
issues affecting rural agricultural communities, promote leadership 
development and further support women’s leadership roles within 
those communities. 
 
Topics for discussion include Cover Crops in Montana, 
Agricultural Taxation Update, Expected Progeny Differences 
(EPDs) and Cattle Selection, Oil & Gas Update, tours of the 
Tongue River Vineyard and Winery and the USDA Livestock 
and Range Research Lab at Fort Keogh, Grilling Presentation at 
the Range Riders Museum, motivational speakers and panels on 
the Farm Bill, Value Added Ag Businesses and on Ag Lending 
Opportunities.
 
Registration cost is $60 prior to Aug. 30 (postmarked) and $75 
after that date. Registration forms, booth registration forms, 
sponsorship forms, agenda, lodging and more information are 
available at any USDA Farm Service Agency county office and 
online on the Montana FSA Web site at www.fsa.usda.gov/mt - 
look under ‘State Events”.
 
This year’s symposium, sponsored by the Montana Grain 
Growers Association, is hosted by: USDA Food and Agriculture 
Council, Montana Agri-Women, Montana Cattlewomen, Montana 
Farm Bureau Women, Montana Woolgrower Women, Women 
Involved in Farm Economics (WIFE), Montana Beef Council, 
Ag in Montana Schools, Intertribal Agriculture Council, Montana 
Department of Agriculture and Montana Farmers Union. 

For more information, contact Jennifer Cole at jennifer.cole@
mt.usda.gov or (406) 587-6786; for registrations contact Michelle 
Edwards at michelle.edwards@mt.usda.gov or (406) 873-
5618, ext. 2; for booths/sponsorships contact Maria Braun at 
maria.braun@mt.usda.gov or (406)778-2238, ext. 2 or visit the 
symposium page at www.fsa.usda.gov/mt - under ‘State Events’.
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Join Senator Max Baucus, the Montana Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation and Montana Tech for the sixth 
Montana Economic Development Summit in Butte, MT 
on September 16 and 17, 2013. The goal of the summit 
is simple: boost the state’s economy by finding Montana 
solutions for Montana jobs. 

The 2013 Summit will bring together national leaders 
and Montana businesses while providing the resources 

WestBred.com  •  (800) 705-2309

to foster the entrepreneurial spirit in Montana – all to 
boost the state’s economy and create good-paying jobs. 
Keynote speakers headlining this year’s summit will 
be some of the biggest names in business: Elon Musk, 
CEO of SpaceX and Tesla; Sheryl Sandberg, CFO 
Facebook; Jim McNerney, CEO of Boeing; Safra Catz, 
President and CFO of Oracle; Ryan Lance, CEO of 
ConocoPhilips; and Fred Smith, CEO of FedEx.

Through a series of hands-on workshops, presentations 
and networking events, the top-flight guests will put 
their heads together with Montanans to find innovative 
solutions to spur new business and create good-
paying jobs in the state. In addition to hearing from 
world-renowned leaders, the Summit will feature 
breakout sessions on issues ranging from harnessing 
entrepreneurship to boosting exports.

Registration just opened up for the summit, and you 
may register online at http://montanajobssummit.com/
register/. 

If you have any questions, please check us out online 
at www.MontanaJobsSummit.com or call Senator 
Baucus’ office at 202-224-2651. 
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Emergency Loan Program 
Available in Montana Disaster-
designated Counties
FSA’s Emergency Loan Program is available for 
agricultural producers in counties designated as primary 
or contiguous natural disaster areas. Eligible producers 
have eight months from the date of the Secretarial 
disaster designation to apply for low-interest emergency 
loans to 1) restore or replace essential property; 2) 
pay all or part of production costs associated with the 
disaster year; 3) pay essential family living expenses; 
or 4) refinance certain debts, excluding real estate. 
Producers interested in applying for an emergency loan, 
or other FLP loans, should contact their local FSA office 
to set up an appointment with the Farm Loan Program 
staff serving your area.

Montana FSA: Managed Haying 
and Grazing of CRP Acres 
Revised
USDA Montana Farm Service Agency (FSA) State 
Executive Director Bruce Nelson announces a 
revision to the agency’s policy on managed haying or 
managed grazing of acres enrolled in the Conservation 
Reservation Program (CRP). Producers who enrolled 
acres in CRP General Signup 39 (2010); General Signup 
41 (2011); General Signup 43 (2012) and the current 
General Signup 45 (2013) will be able to begin managed 
haying or grazing of the acres in the first year of the 
contract, regardless of whether the acres were hayed or 
grazed prior to the new contract being approved. 
Managed haying can be done once every five (5) years 
with a 50 percent set-aside for wildlife, which can be 
hayed the following year.  Managed grazing can be done 
once every three (3) years. Managed haying and grazing 
begins July 16th following the end of the primary 
nesting and brood-rearing season. CRP participants who 
want to perform managed haying or managed grazing on 
their contracts must contact their FSA county office and 
receive written approval prior to beginning haying or 
grazing.    

CRP is a voluntary program administered by 
FSA. CRP’s objective is to cost-effectively assist owners 
and operators in conserving and improving the nation’s 

natural resource base. CRP protects the nation’s soil, 
water and wildlife resources and improves and preserves 
water quality.

Questions?  
For more information about CRP or any FSA program 
contact your local county FSA office and visit www.fsa.
usda.gov/mt.

Certi�ed Wheat VarietiesCerti�ed Wheat Varieties

We Also Handle Several Native & Introduced Grass Varieties
Custom Blending Available

Clearfield Norris (PVP)

Clearfield Bynum (PVP)

Clearfield AP503 CL2 (PVP)

Clearfield Brawl Plus (PVP)

Carter (PVP)

Rampart
Morgan (PVP)

Yellowstone (PVP)

Decade (PVP)

CDC Falcon (PVP)

Willowcreek (Forage)

Have Seed Custom Cleaned and Treated With...

Associate Associate

Westbred and Design   and Improving Nature’s Grains
are trademarks of Monsanto Technology, LLC.

TMTM

WB Quake (PVP)

Judee (PVP) and Bearpaw (PVP)

Ask About

Call Wild Horse Seed For All Of Your Fall Seeding Needs!Call Wild Horse Seed For All Of Your Fall Seeding Needs!

1-800-228-19281-800-228-1928

Montana Certi�ed Seed Conditioner Specializing in:
Cereal Grains, Grasses & Legumes

Havre, Montana 59501
www.wildhorseseeds.comwww.wildhorseseeds.com
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REAL Montana Announces 
Inaugural Class

REAL Montana (Resource Education and Agriculture 
Leadership) is pleased to announce the members of its 
inaugural class. Twenty participants were competitively 
selected from 43 qualified candidates representing 
a wide variety of agriculture and natural resource 
industries across the state.

The two-year program features eight in-state seminars; 
a five-day national study tour in Washington D.C.; and 
a two-week international trip. Seminars will include 
training in agriculture institutions and agencies, 
natural resource development, public speaking/media, 
economics, state and federal policy, international trade, 
urban/rural relationships, water issues, transportation, 
labor and production costs, entrepreneurship, and other 
current industry topics.  The first seminar takes place 
September 12-14 in Bozeman.

REAL Montana is funded through a partnership with 
Montana State University Extension and private 
industry.  Oversight is provided by an advisory board of 
industry leaders.

Class I participants are:

Walt Anseth, Helena: Ag finance officer at the Montana 
Department of Agriculture; president of the Northern 
Rodeo Association; serves on the board of the National 
Association of Rural Rehabilitation Corporations

Tara Becken, Billings: Specialist for the United States 
Department of Agriculture Rick Management Agency; 
actively involved in the family cow/calf operation in 
Big Timber; runs a small commercial cowherd with her 
husband 

Scott Blain, Joliet: Owner/operator of a fourth-
generation farm and ranch; former agriculture teacher; 
serves on the fire department and county weed board

Cindy Denning, Sun River: co-owner of D-CAT 
Construction, LLC; co-owner of Denning Ranch; active 
in the Montana Farm Bureau and Cascade County Farm 
Bureau

Joe Dooling, Helena: Senior project manager at KLJ 
Engineering; operates a malt barley, alfalfa hay, and 
cattle operation in the Helena Valley; serves on the 
Lewis and Clark County Fair Board, Lewis and Clark 
County 4-H Foundation Board, and the Helena schools 
infrastructure advisory group

Jackie Flikkema, Manhattan: Project manager estimator, 
environmental resource manager, and political affairs 
representative for Knife River Corporation in Montana
Daniel Jones, Conrad: Partner in Frontline Ag LLC, 
Bynum Bar, and Posh Taco; owner of Jones Legal 
Services, PLLC 

Dan Kerslake, Stevensville: Owner of Lazy K R ranch; 
raises hay crop and cattle; manager of a small sheep 
ranch

Whitney Klasna, Lambert: Partner in family farm/ranch; 
raises spring and winter wheat, barley, hay, and cattle; 
serves on the State of Montana Livestock Loss Board; 
serves on the board of directors for Montana Women 
Involved in Farm Economics (WIFE)

Kristen Krueger, Kalispell: Owner/operator of Krueger 
Farms, Inc.; raises wheat and canola

Andy Matakis, Havre: Livestock operations manager at 
the Northern Agricultural Research Center, a cow/calf, 
feedlot, and agronomy research facility

Kate Montgomery, Worden: Owner/operator of 
Montgomery Livestock, a cow/calf operation; 4-H 
Cloverbud leader; member of the Yellowstone 
Cattlewomen

Bryan Mussard, Dillon: Owner/operator of Big West 
Management, which includes Reminisce Angus Ranch 
and Big West cattle feeding facility

Kate Norvell, Ballantine: Area agronomist for the 
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service; 
serves on the board of the Montana Soil and Water 
Conservation Society; certified professional agronomist 
and soil scientist

Breahna Patten, Broadus: Lives and works on Graham 
Montana Ranch, a family cow/calf operation; roustabout 
hand at Five Star Roustabout Oilfield Service; District 
5 chair/Powder River/Carter County Farm Bureau for 
Young Farmers & Ranchers

Shaud Schwarzbach, Big Sandy: Primary relationship 
manager for the Havre office of Northwest Farm Credit 
Services; owner/operation of small grain farm; grows 
wheat, barley, and peas; president of board of directors 
for Bear Paw Development Corporation; vice president 
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of North Central Montana Regional Water Authority

Howard Skjervem, Helena: Community relations 
manager for NorthWestern Energy; serves on the boards 
of the Helena Regional Airport Authority and the 
Montana Business Assistance Connection

Tyler Smith, Havre: Owner/estimator for Lakeside 
Excavation Inc., a second generation construction 
business; serves on the boards of the Montana 
Contractors’ Association and H. Earl Clack Foundation

Daniel Weaver, Big Sandy: Owner/operator of Weaver 
Land and Livestock, Inc.; raises dryland wheat and hay; 
serves on the Chouteau County Livestock Protection 
Board and Chouteau County Extension Committee

Bruce Wright, Bozeman: Owner/operator of Bruce 
Wright Farms, Inc.; vice president of Montana Farm 
Bureau Federation; co-owner of Montana Gluten Free 
Processors

Complete program information is available at www.
realmontana.org or by contacting Janelle Booth, (406) 
994-6480, janelle.booth@montana.edu. 

Whaley Joins Wheat Growers 
as Corporate Relations 
Director; Policy Staffers Shupe, 
Stafford Promoted

Hugh Whaley, a longtime 
agriculture industry relations and 
communications professional, 
has joined the National 
Association of Wheat Growers 
(NAWG) and the National Wheat 
Foundation (NWF) as director of 
corporate relations.  
  
In his new role, Whaley will be 

the organizations’ lead staffer working to initiate, build 
and maintain strategic relationships with agribusinesses 
and other industry partners.  

Continued on page 20
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NAWG and the Foundation, which is managed by 
NAWG, facilitate a wide range of policy, educational 
and outreach activities and maintain the Wheat Growers 
Building on Capitol Hill.  
  
“Coming into my new role with NAWG and the Wheat 
Foundation, I knew immediately that we needed to put 
an increased focus on our relationships with our state 
associations, fellow wheat industry and commodity 
organizations and our corporate partners,” said NAWG 
Chief Executive Officer Jim Palmer. 
 
“I am happy to bring Hugh on board to help us develop 
and implement a plan to improve our outreach with 
current and potential partners for the benefit of wheat 
growers.” 
 
Whaley was most recently the general manager for the 
U.S. Farmers and Ranchers Alliance (USFRA), of which 
NAWG is a member. Previous to that, he worked for two 
well-known marketing communications firms focusing 
on agriculture clients and for the American Soybean 
Association.  
  
“The U.S. wheat industry is a major source of the world 
food supply necessary to feed an ever-increasing global 
population,” said Whaley. “Both NWF and NAWG will 
play a vital role in assisting U.S. wheat growers and the 
entire industry in maintaining and growing that position 
of importance. I’m very excited to have the opportunity 
to assist both organizations achieve their strategic 
objectives.” 

Continued from page 19 NAWG is also pleased to 
announce the promotions of 
Brooke Shupe to director of 
government affairs for risk 
management and Will Stafford to 
assistant director of government 
affairs for trade, transportation 
and commodity markets.  
  
Shupe joined the Association in 
April of last year and manages 
farm policy, crop insurance and 
related policies. She also runs 
WheatPAC, wheat growers’ 
political action committee. 
Stafford came to NAWG in 
2011 and became a government 
affairs representative last year. In 
addition to trade, transportation 
and markets, Stafford follows 
research policy.

“NAWG’s government affairs team has impressed me 
since coming on staff. I am glad Brooke and Will both 
want to grow with us, and we look forward to continuing 
to see the fruits of their labor in the policy arena over the 
coming years,” Palmer said.
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Global Food Security: Current 
Trends Insufficient
A July U.S. Grains Council Chart of the Week illustrates 
the findings of a recently released study that concludes 
yield growth trends of major crops – corn, rice, wheat 
and soybeans – are not sufficient to double global crop 
production by the year 2050 without bringing additional 
land under cultivation.

A doubling of major crop production is thought to be 
necessary to meet rising consumer demand driven by 
population and income growth.

This chart illustrates the problem. Global yield for 
indicated crops is shown in dots for the years 1961 – 
2008. Trend yields are shown with solid lines to 2050 
(shaded areas show the 90 percent confidence regions). 
The dashed lines show the approximately 2.4 percent 
rate of yield improvement required to achieve a doubling 
of production from 2008 to 2050 without bringing 
additional land under cultivation. For each crop, the gap 
between the solid and dashed lines is the shortfall.

Creativity, innovation, partnerships and policies 
accepting of new production technologies are vital to 
lifting crop yield growth to a higher rate, securing ample 
food production to meet future demand on existing 
agricultural land.

Reference: Deepak K. Ray, Nathanial D. Mueller, Paul 
C. West, Jonathan A. Foley, “Yield trends are insufficient 
to double global crop production by 2050,” PLOS ONE 
(www.plosone.org) Vol.8 Issue 6, June 2013.
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South Korea to Resume U.S. 
Wheat Purchases as APHIS 
Continues Investigation

South Korea will resume purchases of American wheat, 
which had been temporarily suspended following the 
announcement from USDA’s Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) on May 29 that it is 
investigating the discovery of an unapproved genetically 
modified (GM) trait in volunteer wheat plants in one 
field in Oregon. The Korean decision comes as a result 
of their extensive testing of American wheat, which 
found no GM material in commercial supplies. This 
reaffirms the USDA conclusion that this was a limited, 
isolated incident and that no GM wheat had entered 
commercial supplies. NAWG, USW and other members 
of the U.S. wheat value chain are continuing to work 
with USDA and overseas customers as the investigation 
continues.
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Senate Ag Meets on Commodity 
Futures Trading Commission 
Reauthorization
Members of the Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and 
Forestry Committee met in July to begin the process 
of reauthorizing the Commodity Futures Trading 

Ag Groups Urge Continued 
Funding for Global Crop 
Diversity Trust
NAWG and other agricultural organizations wrote 
House and Senate appropriators urging them to continue 
authority and funding for the Global Crop Diversity 
Trust in the FY2014 state and foreign operations 
appropriations bill. The Trust undertakes a variety of 
activities to maintain global crop genetic resources, 
including through seed banking, and is a complement to 
the National Plant Germplasm System operated through 
USDA’s Agricultural Research Service (ARS). Funding 
for the Trust is authorized through the farm bill. From 
FY2008 through FY2012, the Trust received $34.5 
million in the appropriations process; the groups writing 
this week encouraged an additional of $12 million for 
the Trust’s endowment to ensure reliable and adequate 
funding.

Commission (CFTC) by receiving testimony from a 
wide range of industry participants. Much of the concern 
expressed at the hearing centered on the apparent lack 
of transparency in the market, which allowed for events 
like the MF Global bankruptcy in 2011 and subsequent 
loss of customer funds. Members of the Committee 
said they believe the CFTC should offer some form 
of protection for consumer-segregated funds. Terry 
Duffy, executive at CME Group, warned, however, 
that any protective measures should not cause drastic 
changes in the market structure or increase expenses for 
customers, which could lead to a substantial decrease in 
participation in futures markets.
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Ag Trucks     EquipmentAg Trucks     Equipment&&
www.agtrucksandequipment.com

We Specialize In Building Custom Application Equipment

Mobility  •  Capacity  •  Durability  •  Economics  •  Simplicity
Our Equipment Provides:

• 350 HP Cummins
• Allison Automatic 
    Transmissions
• Comfortable Applicator Cab
• 4WD / Mechanical Drive
• Planetary Axles
• Air Ride Suspension

• Truck Mount Or Carts
• 8 Ton Urea Capacity
• Up To 85’ Spread
• Painted Stainless Steel

• 1000-2000 Gallon 
    Poly or S.S. Tanks
• 80’ - 130’ Boom Widths
• Resilient Boom Design
• Load Sensing 
    Hydraulic System

• 1300 - 2000 Gallon Tanks
• 90’ - 120’ Boom
• Welded SS Plumbing
• Load Sense 
    Hydraulic System

Dave Bell  406.899.7530
Steve Raska  406.788.5361
Great Falls, Montana

Stainless Spray Systems

VECTOR

Ag Trucks

Simonsen

Sprayflex

Ravenous Global Demand for 
Commodities: Is the Bull Cycle 
Really Over?

Continued on page 26

U.S. Grains

With the inevitability of the Federal Reserve QE 
“tapering” looming near and the slowdown of global 
economies, many analysts and traders are wondering, 
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Continued from page 25 

“Has the commodity bull cycle come to an end?”

Last month, the World Bank cut its forecast for 
global economic growth from 2.3 percent to 2.2 
percent claiming slower than expected expansion 
in China, India and Brazil along with persistent 
problems in Europe. Many investors fear the sharp 
rise in borrowing costs, which has been brought on 
by the cash crunch in China’s money market due 
to a crackdown in currency speculation. Some are 
concerned that China could be at risk for its own 
financial meltdown stemming from a tightening 
of liquidity, with ripple effects throughout global 
financial markets.

Overall, however, this is not likely to significantly 
affect the U.S. corn market.

“Those that only look at Chinese GDP growth 
percentage as a proxy of commodity demand are 
missing the big picture,” said Kevin Roepke, manager 
of global trade for the U.S. Grains Council. “7.5 
percent growth on an $8.2 trillion economy equates 
to more than $600 billion a year. Compare that to 10 
percent growth on a $5 trillion economy and that’s 
$500 billion a year.”

Investment bank JP Morgan issued the first overweight 
call in commodities since September 2010.

“Now we move to recommend a net long, overweight 
exposure for institutional investors for the first time in 
more than two years,” said a JPM statement obtained 
by ZeroHedge.

This statement contradicts another i-banking titan, 
Barclays, who has initiated a warning on China and 

states that GDP growth could stall to a mere 3 percent 
or less within the next three years. The end result is 
still not clear but the important message is that not all 
commodities are created equal.

“I think when you’re discussing commodities as a whole, 
you have to disaggregate staple commodities from 
luxury commodities,” Roepke said. “With rising incomes 
in China, meat and feed grains are moving into that 
‘staple commodity’ arena and out of luxuries. You may 
not find jewelry stores packed in Guangzhou anymore, 
but you’ll find huge demand for pork and feedgrains as 
people move from a plant starch based diet to an animal 
protein based diet.”

David Hightower of the Hightower Report agrees.

“It would be incorrect to assume the commodity bull 
cycle has run its course,” Hightown commented at a 
global commodity conference. “Global demand will 
meet and/or outstrip the capabilities of production. 
Global feed demand is just in its infancy. For example, 
beef demand in China isn’t even on the map.”

Hightower also went on to say that high grain prices are 
a necessity to ensure the production required to keep up 
with demand. Energy is also a critical component when 
calculating overall commodity prices.

“Energy is the lynchpin between all commodity 
movements,” said Richard Feltes of RJ O’Brien.

Feltes disputes the claim that lower U.S. gasoline 
consumption will translate to lower commodity prices. 
The growing demand for energy in Asia, especially 
China, as a great indicator of the world’s ravenous 
hunger for commodities according to Feltes.






