
JU
LY

 2
01

3
JU

LY
 2

01
3 g r a i n  n ew s

The official publication of the
Montana Grain Growers Association

6

Finding Tomorrow’s Answers Today

House Farm Bill Fails

GM Wheat Investigation Ongoing

Page

Page

Page

8

In This Issue:In This Issue:

15

PUB #670-490
JULY 2013
ISSUE NO. 125
Montana Grain News (Pub#670-490) is
published once a month for $150 annually
by the Montana Grain Growers Association:
750 6th St SW, PO Box 1165, Great Falls, MT
59404

PERIODICAL POSTAGE paid at Great Falls, MT
Postmaster: Send address changes to Montana
Grain News, PO Box 1165 Great Falls, MT
59403-1165 and additional mailing offices.

PERIODICAL
not-for-profit organization

montanamontana



OFFICER
CORNER

mgn

JULY 2013

COVER
Montana Grains Foundation President Dale Schuler and MGGA President 
Ryan McCormick enjoy hearing MSU President Waded Cruzado speak at the 
Northern Ag Research Center field day in Havre.

Spring Battles

Matt Flikkema

By Matt Flikkema, Vice President

See                         page 4

2

Terry Bartelt
Mark Black
Susan Cunningham
Jim Moodie
Paul Nelson
Randy Williams

Lola Raska
Loree Morgan
Donna Wilham

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Past President

PO Box 1165, Great Falls, MT  59403
Phone 406-761-4596  Fax 406-761-4606

e-mail: mgga@mgga.org  web sites: www.mgga.org
www.montanamarketmanager.org

All statements, including product claims, are those of the person or organization 
making the statement or claim. The publisher does not adapt any such statement 
or claims as its own and any such statement or claim does not necessarily reflect 
the opinion of the publisher. © Northern Directory Publishing. No part of this 
magazine may be reproduced without written permission from the publisher.

Printed in USA

MGGA STAFF

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE

MGGA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Executive Vice President
Bookkeeper
Administrative Assistant

Gavilon Grain/Peavey
Malteurop
Cunningham Insurance
Moodie Implement
NW Farm Credit Services
Stockman Bank

Terry Angvivk
John Bays
Lyle Benjamin
Tom Butcher
Derrick Enos
Michelle Erickson
Ryan Fast
Don Gliko
Todd Hanson
Dave Henderson
Craig Henke
Tom Horpestad
Dan Kidd

Plentywood
Wilsall
Sunburst
Lewistown
Baker
Broadview
Glasgow
Oilmont
Gildford
Cut Bank
Chester
Lavina
Big Sandy

Tryg Koch
Warren Lybeck
Carl Malesich
Chris Maloney
Greg Mathews
John Rhines
Jay Ritland
Gy Salvevold
John Schutter
Ben Toeckes
Randy Wolenetz
Dan Works

Kalispell
Chinook
Dillon
Turner
Buffalo
Sidney
Fort Benton
Culbertson
Manhattan
Townsend
Baker
Loma

Ryan McCormick, Kremlin
Matt Flikkema, Manhattan
Charlie Bumgarner, Great Falls
Rob Davis, Larslan
Brian Eggebrecht, Malta

Montana Grain Growers Association

Spring Battles

It has been quite a spring with 
lots of decisions not normally 
made; it seems this year has had 
its share of battles to get the crop 
off to a good start. First off, it 
was so dry that much of the crop 
was emerging very unevenly, 
then when the rain did come, 
so did the worms, and before it 
was all over I think I sprayed 
insecticide on every acre along 
with replanting some spring 

wheat and barley. All in all I think the crop around 
here looks good; with an average summer we should 
have a decent harvest.

And just when you think nothing else can go wrong, 
we hear about some GMO wheat showing up in 
Oregon of all places. Like one of my neighbors said, 
that is about the greenest state around, why would 
there be GMO wheat there? Well, turns out it is still 
a mystery as to how the glyphosate tolerant wheat 
showed up in one field in Oregon. At the time I am 
writing this the latest from USDA on June 14 is that 
there has not been any other wheat samples showing 
this trait. Seed samples from the seed supplied to the 
farm in question were checked, other fields seeded 
with the same seed were checked, samples from the 
previous crop on the field in question were checked, 
neighboring fields were checked and all turned up with 
negative results.

USDA reports that it has not yet been determined 
whether the volunteer wheat in question was red or 
white wheat, spring or winter but they are continuing 
to investigate. USDA was asked if they thought this 
was a deliberate act and they responded that nothing 
is being ruled out. They have questioned the person 
who harvested the crop in 2012, as well as the seed 
supplier and issued the following statement, “As of 
today, USDA has neither found nor been informed of 
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Each month we provide some key areas where 
MGGA leaders and staff have been working on 
your behalf.  Here is a sampling of important 
issues and activities for June 2013:

Working for You...

4

MGGA President Ryan McCormick, Treasurer Charlie 
Bumgarner, Director Dan Kidd and Executive Vice 
President Lola Raska participated in a round table 
discussion of farm bill priorities with Senator Max 
Baucus.

Several MGGA leaders had the opportunity to spend 
time with Ben Thomas, Senator Baucus’ Washington DC 
Ag Legislative Assistant, while he was in the state.

MGGA Director Chris Maloney participated in a meeting 
of the Montana Seed Lab advisory board.

The Montana Grains Foundation Board of Directors 
met in Fort Benton to discuss their ongoing research 
initiative. 

MGGA Director and National Barley Growers 
Association Director Dan Kidd traveled to Washington 
D.C. for Agricultural Trade Advisory Committee (ATAC) 
meetings. 

The MGGA Board of Directors met in Great Falls 
for their summer board meeting followed by the 
organization’s annual calcutta and golf tournament.

National Barley Growers Association directors Dave 
Henderson and Dan Kidd, along with MGGA EVP 
Raska, attended summer NBGA board meetings in 
Las Vegas, NV.  Doyle Lentz from North Dakota was 
installed as president of the organization and will serve 
for the next two years.

MGGA directors and members along with officers and 
staff participated in industry and MSU Research Center 
field days held around the state.

Officers, directors and staff participated in a meeting of 
the Montana Rail Coalition in Great Falls and a dinner 
and open forum event in Fort Benton to discuss rail 
transportation. Guests included BNSF representatives 
Kevin Kaufman, Don Karls and Katie Hofmann.  

Matt Flikkema, MGGA Vice President and National 
Association of Wheat Growers Director, joined a 
conference call of the National Association of Wheat 
Growers Research and Technology Committee for an 
update on the wheat industry’s response and action 
on the discovery of Roundup resistant wheat plants in 
Oregon.

Several MGGA leaders were on a conference call with 
Congressman Steve Daines to talk about how Montana 
producers will be affected by the US House failure to 
pass a new farm bill and to suggest solutions for moving 
forward.

From                          page 2Spring Battles
anything that would indicate that this incident amounts 
to more than a single isolated incident in a single field on 
a single farm.” 

NAWG and US Wheat are closely involved in this issue 
and are working diligently with our customers overseas, 
especially with harvest fast approaching, to restore 
confidence in our international wheat markets. The 
wheat industry needs to do all it can to minimize market 
disruption and ensure that growers in the PNW are able 
to harvest their crop and not be penalized.  So far this 
has been seen as a white wheat issue and the hope of the 
NAWG officers and staff and US Wheat and their staff is 
to minimize market disruption and thereby stop it from 
becoming an all wheat issue.

If that is not enough to keep everyone busy in DC, on 
June 20, the US House failed to pass a new farm bill. 
Although we were very successful in our efforts to defeat 
harmful amendments and include beneficial amendments 
like raising the exemption level for SPCC compliance, 
the final bill was defeated by a vote of 195 to 234. Likely 
more than anything, the final controversy was over 
SNAP with funding cuts either being too great for the 
liberal side or not great enough for the conservatives.

Montana Congressman Steve Daines held a conference 
call with state agricultural leaders on Friday, June 
21, letting us know he plans to talk to his colleagues 
who opposed the bill in an effort to determine what 
it will take to get this farm bill back to the floor and 
get it passed. With the 4th of July break and August 
congressional recess coming soon, there isn’t a lot of 
time remaining to bring the farm bill to a successful 
conclusion before the current extension expires on 
September 30. As has been stated many times before, 
one in five jobs in Montana is ag related and the farm 
bill needs to get passed for the benefit of all, not only 
for ag, but for everyone who depends on the American 
farmer for the food we eat.





House Farm Bill Fails on 195 
to 234 Vote With No Plan B 
Apparent
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The House of Representatives defeated its version of 
the 2013 Farm Bill Thursday afternoon on a 195 to 234 
vote, stunning the agriculture community and calling 
into question how long-term farm policy will be enacted 
before a current one-year extension of the 2008 Farm 
Bill expires on Sept. 30. After the vote, both House 
Agriculture Committee Chairman Frank Lucas (R-Okla.) 
and Ranking Member Collin Peterson (D-Minn.) vowed 
to press onward in their chamber, though neither offered 
a plan B for the bill. Like most in the farm community, 
MGGA and NAWG are in the process of evaluating 
legislative options and determining how best to support 
lawmakers in the coming weeks and months of debate.

Daines Blasts House Failure to 
Pass Farm Bill
Congressman Steve Daines blasted the House failure 
to pass a five-year Farm Bill today, calling Congress’s 
failure to provide Montana’s agriculture community with 
the long overdue legislation “unacceptable.”

“I am deeply disappointed and frustrated by the 
House’s failure to pass a five-year Farm Bill today. This 
legislation is long overdue and it is unacceptable that 
Congress continues to stand in the way of providing our 
ag producers and rural communities with a long-term 
solution. Today is a prime example of what is wrong 
with Washington—putting politics ahead of people,” 
Daines stated. “Agriculture is not only an important 
part of Montana’s economy—it’s a critical industry that 
impacts each and every American. While not perfect, 
the House Farm Bill provided much-needed certainty 
for Montana’s ag producers and important cost-saving 
reforms to many Farm Bill programs. Congress needs 
to do its job and pass a five-year Farm Bill before the 
current extension expires.”

Earlier in the week, Daines took to the House floor to 
testify on the importance of agriculture to Montana’s 
economy and to urge his colleagues to quickly pass the 
Farm Bill. 

“One in five Montana jobs rely on agriculture and it is 
past time for passage of a five-year farm bill that protects 

and promotes Montana’s number one industry,” Daines 
stated during floor debate on the Farm Bill. “We need a 
Farm Bill that supports our rural communities and gives 
our agriculture community the certainty needed to plant 
the crops that feed our country and ensure a stable food 
supply. We need a farm bill that gives Montana farmers 
relief from burdensome regulations and encourages 
young people to remain active in their family farms.”
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Unprecedented
Dale Thorenson, Gordley Associates, Lobbyist for 
National Barley Growers Association

Immediately following the US House vote to reject the 
farm bill, I emailed to many a fairly cryptic but simple 
message – Unprecedented. The farm bill was defeated 
today by a 195-234 vote – and then inserted the yeas and 
noes tally of how the individual House members voted. 
What else was there to say? It was a surprise, simply 
because it’s (supposed to be) just a given that bills aren’t 
brought up if the votes aren’t there.  

But as a colleague and I discussed later in the afternoon, 
why were we so surprised? This vote has been 
forewarned about since the 2010 elections more or less 
wiped out the rural Democratic caucus in the House to 
the point that the minority has difficulty finding enough 
“rural” members to fill all their slots on the Agriculture 
Committee.  

And how did the Committee members vote? Thirteen of 
the 46 members of the House Ag Committee (and 12 of 
the 21 Democrats) voted no: Goodlatte (R-VA), Scott 
(D-GA), Fudge (D-OH), McGovern (D-MA), Delbene 
(D-WA), McLeod (D-CA), Grisham (D-NM), Kuster 
(D-NH), Nolan (D-MN), Gallego (D-TX), Vargos 
(D-CA), Maloney (D-NY), and Courtney (D-CT).

No, this should not have been a surprise. In fact this was 
the outcome many feared and predicted. There was a 
reason the bill never came to the floor last year.

And while there is plenty of Monday morning quarter-
backing going on, I thought it might also be worthwhile 
to reflect upon some history, as we in agriculture try to 
determine the path forward:

“Finding Tomorrow’s Answers 
Today” Agenda is Growing
The Montana Grain Growers Association 2013 
Convention and Trade Show agenda is filling up quickly 
as Matt Flikkema, Vice-President of the Montana 
Grain Growers Association and this year’s convention 
chairman, continues to fashion a program tailored to 
the research theme “Finding Tomorrow’s Answers 
Today.” Matt serves as chairman of the MGGA Research 
Committee and is the organization’s representative to 
the Montana Agricultural Experiment Station Advisory 
Council. He not only has a passion for agricultural 
research, but an understanding of its importance to the 
future of farming and inevitably to feeding a growing 
world population.   
 
“We live in a country that houses only 4% of the world’s 
population, enabling us to export nearly 50% of the 
wheat we grow. It’s no wonder the United States is 
called ‘The Breadbasket of the World.’ All farms, big 
and small, play a role in the abundance of food we are 
able to share with the world while still feeding our own 
here at home. We are truly blessed, but with the world 
population rapidly headed towards the 9 billion mark, 
we, especially as producers, need to pay attention to 
trends that are developing around us and tailor our 
farm businesses to this growing and changing world,” 
Flikkema said.   
 
“I have a strong belief in agricultural research and it’s 
sad that so many take for granted how much it has 
done to move our nation and world forward.  We farm 
differently today than our grandfathers or even our 
fathers did.  In 1960, statistics show that one U.S. farmer 
fed 26 people, but today, one U.S. farmer can feed 155…
THANK YOU AG RESEARCH!  From Tuesday all the 
way through Thursday, MGGA’s 2013 convention will 
bring in ag researchers from both the public and private 
sectors who analyze the information they find and pass 
their findings on to people like us who can use it to 
improve our farming practices.”     
 
Flikkema goes on to say, “Tuesday’s Montana Ag 
Live segment, featuring MSU researchers, is sure to 
be informative for all producers, whether you grow 
wheat, barley or alternative crops. Part of the Tuesday 
session is dedicated to industry research and you won’t 
want to miss hearing about the strides being made in 
wheat and grains research worldwide. We are fortunate 
to bring in two highly-respected marketing experts, 
both understanding the trickle-down effect of world 
markets on our operation’s bottom line. Agriculture has 
frequently taken a bad rap from certain media and our 
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growers need to be prepared with answers for those in 
the public who may be misinformed. On Wednesday, 
Jude Capper will tell you how to debunk agricultural 
myths with sound, scientific information.”

2013 MGGA Convention speaker highlights:

Dr. Rollin Sears, Syngenta 
Senior Fellow and Cereals 
R&D Manager, North America, 
earned his MS at Montana 
State University and his PhD at 
Oregon State University. Before 
joining Syngenta in 1999, he 
was a professor at Kansas State 
University. Dr. Sears’ Tuesday 
presentation will address the 
importance of protecting and 
increasing wheat production and 

how that is vital to preserving the health and economies 
of a developing world. He’ll share how much of that 
has been done through the complementary expertise 
of Syngenta and the International Maize and Wheat 
Improvement Center (CIMMYT). With CIMMYT’s 
pivotal role in germplasm development and its access to 
the most diverse genetic populations of wheat, combined 
with Syngenta’s capability in hybrid breeding, there 

On Wednesday, attendees can 
hear Jude L. Capper, Ph.D., 
an independent sustainability 
consultant based in Bozeman, 
MT who holds adjunct professor 
and affiliate positions at 
Washington State University and 
Montana State University. Her 
current research work focuses 
on modeling the environmental 
impact of livestock production 
systems, but her principal 

professional goal is to communicate the importance of 
agricultural sustainability to enhance the knowledge 
and understanding of food production stakeholders…
not just the rancher, but the farmer, retailer, policy-
maker and the consumer. As a researcher, she utilizes a 
scientific, no-nonsense approach to debunk some of the 
more commonly heard agricultural myths. Capper will 
address the great strides we’ve made in crop production 
over the last century, the challenges producers face going 
forward and the ways in which we can all help to educate 
the consumer. You can check out her postings at: http://
bovidiva.com/

Continued on page 10

is an opportunity for hybrid wheat varieties that have 
increased yield potential and consistency. 
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Continued from page 9

No stranger to MGGA members, 
Jim Bower, President of 
Bower Trading, Inc., returns 
to the MGGA convention 
on Wednesday. Heard every 
weekday on KMON Radio, 
Bower’s agricultural commodities 
market insights are based on 
analysis of the markets from a 
global perspective. With Jim 
in the house, you can ask your 
questions and leave with a better 

understanding of what pushed the markets that day and 
what it could mean for tomorrow.

Thursday’s marketing segment 
features Sterling Liddell, 
President for Rabo AgriFinance 
and Rabobank International in its 
Food and Agribusiness Research 
and Advisory Department. 
Liddell’s deep well of knowledge 
comes from his hands-on research 
roles in the crop seed industry 
with Pioneer Hibred and the 
livestock industry with Smithfield 
Foods. As Senior Research and 

Development Analyst with the Iowa Farm Bureau, 
Liddell’s research areas included farm profitability, rural 
investment and development and national farm policy.  
Currently, Liddell is responsible for analyzing the grain 
and oilseed sectors and coordinates the research effort for 
Rabo AgriFinance in the North Americas. 

As John Deere’s Product 
Marketing Manager for Region 
4 (United States, Canada, and 
AU/NZ) with go-to-market 
responsibilities for John Deere’s 
Precision Agriculture Solutions, 
Jarred Karnei understands that 
the future of agriculture depends 
on farmers not sitting on the 
sidelines while a technological 
world passes them by. To stay in 

the game, to feed ourselves and the world, the producer 
needs to make better management decisions with their 
crops and their farm equipment. On Thursday, Jarred will 
give his take on technology’s role in helping to feed the 
growing world demand for food and fiber.

Flikkema adds, “Even though in many regions of the 
world fewer people will be living in rural areas and even 
fewer will be farmers, you still need farmers to feed a 

hungry, growing world and they need new technologies 
to grow more from less land, with fewer hands. Research 
is vital in helping provide answers on how to do that, 
and hearing from those researchers who have done 
their homework will help us all work together to keep 
agriculture moving forward. I’m so impressed with 
the caliber of speakers that have agreed to bring their 
wealth of knowledge to our 2013 convention attendees 
and I invite you to make plans to attend MGGA’s 2013 
Convention and Trade Show, scheduled for December 
3-5, 2013, at the Best Western Heritage Inn, Great Falls, 
Montana.”

Heartland
SeedHSC Company
Heartland
SeedHSC Company

101 Indian Butte Road    Moccasin, MT 59462
406-423-5600

Wednesday, July 17th

to our �eld tour and 
appreciation picnic on

starting at 1:00pm here at the plant.

We will be looking at several new winter
wheats, Agripro Wolf, MSU Judee, and
Montech Brawl Plus (a new two gene 

Clear�eld variety). We will also see a new 
early maturity stand up yellow pea, 

Montech 4193. And as usual, the older
varieties of spring wheats, winter 

wheats, and barleys will be 
available for comparisons.

You’re Invited
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By Susan Cunningham,  MGGA Director-at-Large
Cunningham Crop Insurance, Billings, MT   
406-690-1352

Spring acreage reports are due by July 15 for all spring 
crops.
       • Report all of your acres by crop (Insurable /
         Uninsurable) and planting date. 
       • Submit copies of your malt barley and sugar beet 
         contracts if applicable.
       • Verify procedure if ground coming out of CRP or
         breaking from hay or sod.

       • File your FSA certification of acres matching as 
         reported to crop insurance.  
       • Review your Summary of Coverage or Schedule of 
         Insurance immediately in case of any errors. Notify
         your agent immediately of any errors. 
       • Winter wheat and forage production cannot be 
         changed at this time.  

NOTICE OF POSSIBLE LOSS!!! 
       • If you may have a possible loss, notify your agent
         / company ASAP. Failure to give notice may result 
         in rejection of your claim. 
       • DO NOT put any acreage to another use (ie hay, 
         graze, destroy) without a company inspection and 
         loss adjuster release. 
       • You MUST have company permission to leave 
         representative strips. 
       • You must give notice of loss 15 days prior to 
         harvest or may have to leave strips.

If you have old grain in your bins, remember to request 
measurement service if you intend to commingle 
different years production in the bins.
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National Barley Growers Meet 
in Las Vegas
By Dave Henderson

On June 10-12, Montana grower representatives Dave 
Henderson, MGGA Director and Past NBGA President; 
Dan Kidd, MGGA and NBGA Director; and Lola 
Raska, MGGA Executive Vice President, attended the 
summer board meeting of the National Barley Growers 
Association. The following is a report of that meeting:

GROWER UPDATES:
      • Minnesota - Above normal moisture, some 
        prevented planting conditions.
      • North Dakota - Large amounts of moisture this
        spring, of three ND growers in attendance, one had 
        completed 60% of his seeding, one15% and 
        the other zero. Prevented plant guarantee was 
        higher on canola and sunflowers than barley, so 
        barley acres weren’t prioritized during seeding.
        Industry representatives are hoping where the 
        barley was planted in western areas, high yields will
        compensate for unplanted acres.
      • Washington - Barley acres seeded, are double 
        previous years but the state is drying out quickly
        and the crop is struggling.
      • Idaho - Last year was dry, this one is even drier.
        Snow pack is low, irrigation amounts will likely
        be limited, some irrigated acres were prevent 
        planted, due to likely water shortages. Severe 
        outbreaks of wireworms were reported across 
        the state.
      • Montana - When final numbers on barley seedings 
        are announced, Montana could have the highest
        seeded acres of any other state. Overall conditions
        look great, snow pack is average to above and 
        spring moisture is ideal.

INDUSTRY UPDATES:
Anheuser Busch - Beer sales are sluggish this spring 
with cool temperatures affecting consumption. The 
purchase of Modelo is complete; AB will control sales 
and advertising in the US; six-row contracting will 
likely be increased to compensate. Hocket is gaining in 
popularity with brewers, but is still a limited market. 
Voyager, a new Busch two-row variety is showing good 
potential for northern Montana; Meredith and Merit 57 
are solid two-row performers. Six-row Celebration is on 
the way out; Tradition and Innovation are establishing 
themselves.

Cargill-Integrow - Rust and barley yellow dwarf is 
appearing in some of the irrigated Idaho acres. Integrow 

is 51% Modelo and 49% Cargill; shares will remain the 
same and will retain the Integrow name.

AMBA “American Malting Barley Association” - A 
number of craft brewers are joining AMBA, as well 
as several distilleries. European barley supply is 
diminishing with barley acres being lost to corn and 
soybeans. Russian acres were expected to transition to 
barley, however, quality has been very suspect.

SPEAKER UPDATES:
Dave Paul, USDA RMA Regional Director Pacific 
Northwest
      • The 2012 loss ratio currently stands at 1.5.
      • Only ten to fifteen percent of barley growers in
        Pacific Northwest now participate in malting 
        barley endorsement Options A or B, most likely due
        to improvements in revenue products.
     • Expect big changes in cover crop coverage.
     • Pilot programs in several Kansas counties will 
       allow growers to fill out yield maps at season end
       and transmit them online to both their RMA agent 
       and local FSA office.
     • A resolution by the Montana Grain Growers 
       Association to allow growers to separate irrigated 
       and non-irrigated crops in the same unit is being 
       taken under advisement.
     • The “purpose of the RMA is to allow you to sleep at 
       night, not keep you up worrying!”

Trent Clark, Public and Government Affairs-Monsanto
      • In 2008 Monsanto announced a three part goal 
        focused on sustainable agriculture
 1. Help farmers produce more to meet growing
                 world demand.
 2. Conserve resources such as water and energy
                 (nitrogen and fuel).
 3. Improve lives starting with farm families.
      • Experts predict that over the next 50 years, the 
        world will require more food than has been 
        consumed since the world’s first farmers planted 
        crop seeds 10,000 years ago.
      • By 2025 water scarcity could affect annual global 
        crop production equal to losing the entire grain
        crops of India and the United States combined.
      • Monsanto has 180 years of phosphate reserves;
        China has maybe 20 years available.
      • “We have 40 years to double agriculture output, but
         we have to do it in a sustainable fashion, with the
         same amount of land, less water and reduced
         inputs. -Bill Lesher, Global Harvest Initiative 

At the close of the board meeting, Doyle Lentz, Rolla, 
ND, was elected President of NBGA and will represent 
barley growers from across the US for the next two 
years. Peter Friederichs, Foxhome, MN, was elected to 
serve a two-year term as Vice President.
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l-r Outgoing NBGA President Scott Brown, Soda 
Springs, ID; Incoming President Doyle Lentz, Rolla, ND
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Monsanto Creating New Wheat 
Technology Center in Idaho
By Sean Ellis; Reprinted from Capital Press

FILER, Idaho -- Monsanto will create a new Wheat 
Technology Center in the Twin Falls area dedicated 
to supporting the development of best-in-class wheat 
varieties to help farmers increase their productivity. 

“Monsanto’s continued commitment to wheat is front 
and center in southcentral Idaho,” said Idaho Wheat 
Commissioner Bill Flory. “It’s a major commitment on 
the part of Monsanto. Wheat is their 
new frontier.” 

The facility will serve as Monsanto’s core wheat 
breeding research and development facility and the 
company plans to have 24 research positions housed 
there.

“It’s wonderful news for Idaho. It shows an investment 
in the state’s wheat industry by one of the largest 
agricultural companies in the world,” said IWC 
Executive Director Blaine Jacobson. 
But the announcement was also welcomed by the wheat 
industry outside of Idaho because it signals a major 
commitment by Monsanto to research and develop 
improved wheat varieties. 

In a letter to Idaho wheat commissioners announcing the 
plan, a top company official said wheat is a “compelling 
opportunity for Monsanto to apply our technology 
expertise in a global crop that can benefit from 
innovation.” 

“The opportunity to expand our testing network will 
enhance our ability to bring the best wheat varieties to 
farmers in Idaho and around the world,” states the letter 
from Trent Clark, Monsanto’s public and government 
affairs director.

Monsanto has wheat breeding efforts in various regions 
throughout the United States and will relocate all of 
them to the new facility, said Monsanto Wheat Breeding 
Lead Kristin Schneider. 

Monsanto officials also announced the company will 
establish wheat regional breeding testing sites in key 
locations around the country. Schneider said specific 
locations are currently being evaluated. 

“Wheat is a global crop that’s hungry for innovation,” 
Schneider said. “The opportunity to centralize our wheat 

breeding efforts, add additional capabilities and positions 
and expand our breeding testing network will enhance 
our ability to bring the best wheat varieties to farmers.” 
Monsanto’s plans came as welcome news to the industry, 
said Steve Mercer, director of communications for U.S. 
Wheat Associates. 

“We’re encouraged by this,” he said. 

The new technology center will be co-located at 
Monsanto’s current vegetable research facility in Filer. 

“Twin Falls is located in a mild, irrigated, high-yielding 
environment, which is an ideal location to house our
core wheat breeding efforts,” Schneider said.
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Ag Trucks     EquipmentAg Trucks     Equipment&&
www.agtrucksandequipment.com

We Specialize In Building Custom Application Equipment

Mobility  •  Capacity  •  Durability  •  Economics  •  Simplicity
Our Equipment Provides:

• 350 HP Cummins
• Allison Automatic 
    Transmissions
• Comfortable Applicator Cab
• 4WD / Mechanical Drive
• Planetary Axles
• Air Ride Suspension

• Truck Mount Or Carts
• 8 Ton Urea Capacity
• Up To 85’ Spread
• Painted Stainless Steel

• 1000-2000 Gallon 
    Poly or S.S. Tanks
• 80’ - 130’ Boom Widths
• Resilient Boom Design
• Load Sensing 
    Hydraulic System

• 1300 - 2000 Gallon Tanks
• 90’ - 120’ Boom
• Welded SS Plumbing
• Load Sense 
    Hydraulic System

Dave Bell  406.899.7530
Steve Raska  406.788.5361
Great Falls, Montana

Stainless Spray Systems

VECTOR

Ag Trucks

Simonsen

Sprayflex

USDA Emphasizes Limited Scope 
of GM Wheat Find; Investigation 
Ongoing
USDA said it has found nothing in its ongoing 
investigation into the detection of a few genetically 
engineered wheat plants in Oregon to indicate the issue 
“amounts to more than a single isolated incident in a 
single field on a single farm.” The Department issued 
a statement updating its investigation, also noting that 
there is no indication biotech wheat is in commerce, and 
all seed and grain tested for the Roundup Ready trait 
have come back negative. 

Representatives from NAWG, U.S. Wheat Associates, 
the North American Export Grain Association (NAEGA) 
and the Oregon Wheat Commission met with USDA 
officials in mid-June to press the continued need for 
high-level communication with foreign governments 
and wheat buyers. There was at least one indication late 
in the week of June 17 that some customers’ concerns 

may be easing: wheat purchasers in Taiwan bought U.S. 
wheat, opting not to exclude wheat from the Pacific 
Northwest in their order.

APHIS Statement on the Detection of Genetically 
Engineered Wheat in Oregon

WASHINGTON, June 14, 2013 – Today, USDA 
Office of Communications Director Matt Paul gave 
the following update on the detection of genetically 
engineered wheat in Oregon:

On May 29, USDA announced that a small number of 
volunteer wheat plants in an Oregon field had tested 
positive for genetically engineered (GE) glyphosate-
resistant wheat. Extensive testing confirmed the wheat as 
a variety – MON71800 – developed by Monsanto.

The detection of this wheat variety does not pose a 
public health or food safety concern. Monsanto worked 
with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in 
2004 to complete a voluntary food and feed safety 
consultation. Completion of the FDA consultation 
process means this variety is as safe as non-GE wheat 
currently on the market.

Continued on page 16
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Continued from page 15

USDA began an investigation into this matter on May 
3 when an Oregon State University scientist notified 
USDA’s officials that plant samples they had tested 
positive for a protein that made them resistant to 
glyphosate.

As of today, USDA has neither found nor been informed 
of anything that would indicate that this incident 
amounts to more than a single isolated incident in a 
single field on a single farm. All information collected 
so far shows no indication of the presence of GE wheat 
in commerce. Investigators are conducting a thorough 
review. They have interviewed the person that harvested 
the wheat from this field as well as the seed supplier 
who sold the producer wheat seed; obtained samples of 
the wheat seed sold to the producer and other growers; 
and obtained samples of the producer’s wheat harvests, 
including a sample of the producer’s 2012 harvest. 
All of these samples of seed and grain tested negative 
for the presence of GE material. Investigators are 
continuing to conduct interviews with approximately 
200 area growers.

On June 13, 2013, USDA validated an event-specific 
PCR (DNA-based) method for detecting MON71800 
(provided by Monsanto to USDA on May 23, 2013). 
The USDA validation process included a specificity 
study and a sensitivity study. USDA determined that 
the method can reliably detect MON71800 when it is 
present at a frequency of 1 in 200 kernels. Additionally, 
USDA has provided this validated DNA test method to 
detect this specific GE variety to our trading partners 
that have requested it.

Major markets, such as Japan, Korea and Taiwan, have 
postponed imports of U.S. white wheat as they continue 
to study information from U.S. officials to determine 
what, if any, future action may be required. USDA 
officials will continue to provide information as quickly 
as possible as the investigation continues – with a top 
priority on giving our trading partners the tools they 
need to ensure science-based trade decisions.
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Study Shows Agricultural 
Export Promotion Investment is 
an International Priority
U.S. farmers and ranchers are competing in a very active 
international agri-food trade environment with many 
countries that invest significant public and private funds 
through a variety of programs to develop markets and 
promote their products. That is a primary conclusion of 
a major study just completed on behalf of several U.S. 
agri-food export market development organizations by 
Agralytica Consulting.  
 
“This is the first study to take an in-depth look at 
competing export market development programs as 
well as the source and amount of funding,” said USW 
Vice President of Policy Shannon Schlecht. “Exports 
are vital to U.S. agricultural producers with 95 percent 
of consumers living outside our borders. The analysis 
was designed to give organizations like ours strategic, 
competitive information we can use to help make our 
export promotion plans more effective for the farmers, 
ranchers and small businesses we represent.” 

USW led a team of USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 
(FAS) cooperator organizations that directed the study. 
Funding came from a portion of the FAS Market Access 
Program (MAP) to encourage multi-market, cross-
commodity projects that address common challenges and 
opportunities. 
 
“The analysis clearly indicates that agricultural 
producers everywhere recognize the importance of 
competing in international markets,” Schlecht said. 
“Now we have evidence that competitors are likely to 
keep increasing their investment in export development 
and promotion.”  
 
USW and fellow cooperators will use the results of this 
study to improve our activities in order to better serve 
our customers and continue to make U.S. wheat the most 
traded wheat in the world. 
 
The summary report is available for review at and may 
be downloaded from: http://bit.ly/14OPKtD.
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Council Fostering Grain Trade 
in Colombia
US Grains Council

Colombia is the only South American country with ports 
on both the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, but it suffers 
from significant transportation challenges - poorly 
maintained roads, under developed river systems and 
a limited railroad infrastructure. All of which presents 
significant challenges to moving grain from the ports to 
the interior of the country, where they are consumed.

For example, a bushel of corn could be moved about 
2,000 miles from New Orleans to a port in Colombia 
for the same cost to move the same bushel roughly 400 
miles within Colombia, from Cartagena to Bogota. As 
the second-largest corn importer in the Latin American 
region, it is vital to modernize their infrastructure and 
facilitate the movement of grain.

The U.S. Grains Council has been engaged in this issue 
for more than 15 years. In May, the Council sponsored 
Mike Toohey, president of the Water Way Council, 
to be the keynote speaker at the Colombian Business 
Chamber’s 4th Annual Forum on Bulk Transportation. 
The goal of the conference is for Colombian feed grain 
importers and government officials to find long term 
solutions to upgrade Colombia’s bulk gain transportation 
system and benefit Colombian customers. Giving the 
Colombians examples of how the U.S. grain industry has 
benefited from an efficient river transportation system, 
Toohey explained how modernization is key to the 
United States maintaining competitive advantage in the 
global marketplace.

This forum is an example of how a Council initiated 
study in the late 1990’s has been adopted and 
championed by the Colombian industry association, 
Asociación Nacional de Empresarios de Colombia 
(ANDI). ANDI has been a valued partner to the United 
States by assisting the Council’s promotion effort for the 

recently passed U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement. 
Furthermore, ANDI has been supporting the Council’s 
effort to address a new biotechnology regulation which 
could have far reaching impacts on grain trade with 
Colombia.

Russia to Intervene in Wheat 
Markets – Again?
By Alan Tracy, USW President
After some recent short crop years, Russia would like 
to rebuild its domestic grain stocks. So, the Russian 
government recently announced that it would intervene 
if necessary to limit wheat exports to 20.0 MMT for the 
2013/14 marketing year. Since Russian decision makers 
are concerned that an early rush to export could leave 
them short later, I am sure they see this announcement as 
reasonable and prudent. But it is not. The Russians just 
don’t seem to understand how markets work.

The threat of export curbs and their actuality in Russia 
twice since 2007/08 encourage private exporters to rush 
to get as much grain out of the export door as they can 
before the door closes. Russian grain floods the market 
early, artificially driving down prices not just for Russian 
farmers but for wheat farmers around the world. Later, 
when the flow stops, prices become artificially higher for 
all of our customers but are still depressed for Russian 
farmers because their export potential is gone.  

Russia’s recent announcement virtually guarantees 
the same scenario this year, causing the very outcome 
they hope to avoid within Russia while distorting 
the market for everyone else. If instead they were to 
announce a policy of noninterference, and stick with 
it, their exporters would be able to spread their sales 
and shipments throughout the marketing year, use their 
facilities more efficiently and seek to maximize their 
margins rather than scrambling for the largest possible 
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share of a diminishing export quota. They would 
still compete to get grain from farmers and would 
gradually have to pay them better as the internal 
market reflects world prices more appropriately. 
That would encourage production and foster rural 
prosperity while ensuring adequate supplies. It sounds 
simple, and it is. 
 
Driving with alternating brake and throttle application 
is not a smooth way to your destination. And it is hard 
on the car. Russia is likely to be the world’s second 
largest exporter this year. It is past time for them to be 
responsible to other market players and to their own 
producers. We hope they will learn to let the market 
determine prices and move grain supplies to where 
they are needed. And that means leaving the market 
alone and trusting it works for everyone.

Mary Burrows, MSU plant pathologist, speaks to growers at 
Northern Ag Research Center field day.
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Stripe Rust Found in Northwest 
MT; Widespread in Triangle.
Mary Burrows, MSU Extension Plant Pathology 
Specialist and Supervisor of the Schutter Plant 
Disease Diagnostic Laboratory

•  First lesson of the day: Don’t panic. This isn’t 2011.
    We are becoming quite familiar with this beast and it
    is manageable.
•  Right now, scout your wheat. If you find stripe rust 
    (pictures below), it’s time to make some management 
    decisions. 
•   Fungicides are an option. You can spray up until 
    flowering. After that, you are breaking federal law if
    you do not follow the label. Check your labels and 
    make sure you don’t exceed the amount of fungicide
    you can apply to a crop in a single year (as an   
    example, do not exceed 8 oz of Tilt per year). PHI 
    means post-harvest interval you cannot HARVEST
    (that includes you cannot swath) the crop until 30 days    
    have passed after spraying the crop.
•   Fungicides last 10-14 days after application as a 
    general rule. They protect the tissue they are sprayed 
    on. So, if your flag leaf comes out after you spray, it’s 
    not protected.
•   If you have a resistant variety, you may not need to 
    spray. 
•   The later this fungus infects, the less yield you’re 
    going to lose. Table below.
•   Plan ahead for next year – this fungus needs a 
    ‘green bridge’ – living plant material – to survive.
    Don’t overlap your wheat crops, or plan on resistant 
    varieties or fungicides next year – this is going to 
    be really important if we have a wet fall; late 
    maturing spring wheat; and early planted winter 
    wheat.

Pictures of stripe rust on susceptible wheat. Note the 
yellow pustules that occur in lines, and the spores rub off 
on your thumb:

Varieties can be resistant to infection. If the plant is 
resistant, there is no evidence that spraying a
fungicide will be beneficial to control stripe rust. Most 
plants have what we call ‘adult plant resistance’ so they 
don’t express resistance until after jointing (Feekes 4-9) 
and average night temperatures are above 50 and day 
temperatures are between 77 and 86F. We should be in 
pretty good shape for adult plant resistance expression 
right now, unlike when the epidemic hit in 2011.

How do you recognize a plant is resistant? What you’ll 
see is the plant walling off the fungus and killing off 
tissue (grey/white/brown stripes) to prevent the fungus 
from spreading. You might also see black pusutules – 
these are telia, a terminal spore structure that would go 
to the alternate host before coming back to wheat. They 
don’t infect wheat. Pictures of resistant reactions are 
below. As an aside, barley does not get the same stripe 
rust as wheat (although if the wheat next door is heavily 
infested the barley can get infected with a few pustules, 
it doesn’t spread well).

‘Rescue’ spraying?
I mentioned above that the later this disease infects, the 
less yield you are likely to lose. Below is a table from 
colleagues in Oklahoma where they measured leaf rust 
(not stripe rust, but it’s the best stuff I’ve got) severity 
at different growth stages and the effect on yield. If we 
take the second column, where the severity of rust on 
the flag leaf is 25% (obviously visible) and the growth 
stage is flowering, if you neglect to spray a fungicide 
to control disease you will lose 15% of the yield. If 
the disease level is 25% at the milk stage you lose less 
yield, only 5%. BTW, you can’t spray fungicide after 
flowering.

If you have any questions or I neglected to include 
something you’re curious about in this agalert, feel free 
to call or email. My cell is the best these days, 406-599-
9966. Email is mburrows@montana.edu. 
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Council Ramps Up Barley 
Marketing Strategies
US Grains Council
In June, the U.S. Grains Council hosted a Japanese 
barley team composed of compound feed manufacturers, 
international traders, millers and large food companies 
throughout the U.S. barley belt. The team travelled 
through parts of Idaho, Washington, Montana and 
finished up in North Dakota. Collectively, those four 
states seeded more than 75 percent of the barley acres in 
2013. 

The purpose of this program is threefold.

   •  First, it provided a hands-on assessment of the U.S.
      barley crop throughout different stages of maturity, 
      allowing the team to accurately evaluate their barley
      positions back in Japan.
   •  Secondly, it educated the team on different varieties 
      and breeding programs in the pipeline.
   •  Finally, it exposed them to different marketing 
      and contracting strategies used by other countries 
      and companies.

The Japanese expressed interest to learn more about 
forward contracting — a practice that already has a 
proven track record of success with Canada and beer 
makers.

“The advantage of forward contracting (with a producer) 
is you have a direct pipeline to your source,” said Dave 
Tweet, of Tweet Consulting. “Many buyers have found 
success by partnering with an existing company that 

understands the contracting process.”
Importers, however, need to be made aware of the 
process and planning that goes into marketing a crop, 
especially barley. Tweet commented that most producers 
are already locking in their planting intentions and 
marketing contracts beginning in August.

“Most farmers are not able to risk growing barley 
without a contract,” added Kim Falcon, executive 
director for the Montana Wheat & Barley Commission.

Kevin Roepke, USGC manager of global trade, 
noted, “It was a tremendous opportunity for Japanese 
barley buyers to not only understand some of the non-
traditional marketing methods that exist for barley 
contracts, but to also gain firsthand experience of a wide 
array of U.S. crops. The Council brought not only some 
of the world’s largest barley traders, but also some of the 
world’s largest wheat traders. It was a great synergy of 
the global agriculture market.”






