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“Bedfellows & Strangers”
By Gordon Stoner, Past President

MGGA President Brian Eggebrecht speaks to the Montana Wheat & Barley 
Committee. Pictured l-r are Bruce Myllymaki, Kim Falcon, Eggebrecht,
Cassidy Marn, Frank Schoonover, Tom Siderius, Byron Grassman and 
Ron de Yong.

See                                      page 14“Bedfellows & Strangers” 

Conventional wisdom holds that 
“politics makes for strange 
bedfellows”; I would posit 
that this political season we 
seemingly have “strangers as 
bedfellows”. By the time this 
article arrives in your mailbox, 
the 2012 election season will be 
over and the outcome known. 
Less clear is what path forward 
will be taken by those we elect 
to lead.

As my duties of being a director and officer with MGGA 
come to an end, I choose to look back to a seemingly 
innocuous 2012 political ad and urge vigilance in the 
future. The advertisement in question, airing on 
state-wide radio networks, warned of the grave 
consequences of exporting Montana coal off the West 
Coast. The commentator cautioned that coal trains would 
plug the rail networks. The ad suggests the results of 
increased coal traffic will be the inability of farmers to 
get their grain to market and increased freight rates to 
move what grain does make it to market.

My suspicion is the promoters of this ad campaign have 
very little concern, if any, for agriculture. The supporters 
of this advertisement want to keep the coal in the ground 
and prevent its export to China. In this chess game, 
farmers are pawns and will be sacrificed as necessary to 
achieve the group’s goals.

A 2007 study requested by the National Surface 
Transportation Policy and Revenue Study Commission 
found that BNSF’s Hi-Line corridor was running below 
capacity in 2005. The study predicts, with further 
investment, that Hi-Line capacity will increase from the 
present 50-100 trains per day to 100-200 trains per day 
by the year 2035.
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Working for You...
Each month we provide some key areas where 
MGGA leaders and staff have been working on 
your behalf.  Here is a sampling of important 
issues and activities for October 20I2:

MGGA Past President
Honored during Celebrate 
Agriculture!!

MGGA sponsored the Young Ag Leadership Conference 
held this year in Great Falls. Director Rob Davis, 
Richland, serves on the steering committee and helps 
plan each year’s conference.  During the event, Bing Von 
Bergen, Moccasin grower and1st Vice President of the 
National Association of Wheat Growers (NAWG), 
participated in a panel discussion on farm policy issues.

Brian Eggebrecht, President, spoke to the Montana 
Wheat & Barley Committee at their fall board meeting in 
Great Falls, about MGGA priorities and activities. 

President Eggebrecht gave a presentation on Montana 
agriculture to the 2012 Leadership Montana class 
meeting in Great Falls for their agricultural kickoff 
session.

The MGGA Board of Directors met in Great Falls for 
their annual fall board meeting to review current 
resolutions and set the association’s 2013 budget. 
Prior to the meeting, the board participated in a day-long 
strategic planning session.

MGGA Officers and staff travelled to Houston, TX, for 
the fall board meeting of the National Association of 
Wheat Growers.

Former MGGA Presidents Jon Stoner and Keven Bradley 
attended the Montana Ag Experiment Station (MAES) 
advisory council’s fall meeting in Bozeman. Stoner 
serves as alternate to MGGA representative Matt 
Flikkema on the MAES advisory council.

Many MGGA leaders and members attended MSU’s 
Celebrate Ag! weekend events in Bozeman. Staff Donna 
Wilham manned the MGGA booth at the MSU Ag Fair 
held on campus as part of the celebration.

Dale Schuler, Carter grower and former president 
of both MGGA and NAWG, was honored during 
Celebrate Ag! festivities as an MSU Outstanding Ag 
Leader for 2012.

The Montana State University 
College of Agriculture 
presented its annual 
Outstanding Agricultural 
Leader awards during 
Celebrate Agriculture!! Oct. 
26-27 in Bozeman. Receiving 
the awards for 2012 were 
Dale Schuler, a grain producer 
from Carter, and Larry and 
Madge Pilster, sheep ranchers 
from Alzada.

The Outstanding Ag Leader Award is a statewide award 
given to individuals or couples who are well-respected in 
the agricultural community, with accomplishments that 
impact many; have a lifetime of achievement in 
agriculture; are industry leaders or upcoming innovative 
producers; and are actively involved in the agricultural 
community in Montana.  

This year’s recipients exhibited outstanding leadership in 
Montana public service, as agricultural producers, 
industry advocates, agri-business leaders, and as friends 
of agriculture. A selection committee comprised of three 
Montana agriculture representatives, a College of 
Agriculture faculty member and a student, reviewed the 
applications. This award has been presented by the 
College since 1999.

Dale Schuler is a 1982 graduate of MSU’s Agricultural 
Economics and Economics Department. He was one of 
the first farmers in the Golden Triangle to use no-till 
farming practices which reduces moisture loss and helps 
retain nutrients in the soil. He has helped lead the 
agricultural industry in advanced technology and is 
applauded by fellow grain growers as a consensus 
builder. Schuler has served as president of the National 
Association of Wheat Growers, president of the Montana 
Grain Growers Association and chairman of the U.S. 
Wheat Associates Joint International Trade Policy 
Committee, and is currently serving as president of the 
Montana Grains Foundation. Schuler has been a 
volunteer with Dutton Fun Day, Chouteau County 4-H, 
the Catholic Church-Dutton, and the Fort Benton 
Schools. He is married to Margie and has two daughters, 
Bethany and Katie.





6 NOVEMBER 2012



7NOVEMBER 2012



8 NOVEMBER 2012

2013 Policy Resolutions
As proposed by MGGA Board of Directors on 10-18-12

FARM POLICY
Farm policy should allow producers to receive income from the 
marketplace while, when necessary, providing an economic safety 
net to maintain rural economic stability. It should allow cropping 
flexibility, discourage the buildup of grain stocks, and provide 
de-coupled economic assistance.  MGGA's farm policy committee 
will continue to review and develop options for long-term ag 
policy.

1. MGGA opposes diversion of commodity title funding to 
alternate programs.

2. MGGA opposes a farmer-owned grain reserve. 
3. MGGA opposes the release of US Wheat reserves from the 

Emerson Trust without full and immediate public disclosure 
and timely replacement of released stocks.  (2008)

4. MGGA supports maintaining the workers compensation fund 
as a state program.

5. MGGA supports continued separate person determination 
regardless of spousal or corporate affiliation.

6. MGGA supports indexing payment limits to an annual FAPRI 
(Food and Agricultural Policy Institute) cost of production 
index.

7. MGGA supports the development of individual risk 
management accounts.  (Retained 2009)

8. MGGA supports “actively engaged” definitions that facilitate 
farm transfer.  (New 2009)

9. MGGA supports the stated goal of paperwork reduction by 
NRCS (National Resource Conservation Service).  (New 
2009)

10. MGGA supports the direct payment in concept and principle.  
(New 2010)

11. MGGA supports direct payment funding at no less than 
current levels. (New 2010)

12. MGGA opposes linking conservation compliance to crop 
insurance program participation. (New 2011)

13. MGGA opposes a farm program pricing mechanism that is 
market distorting. (New 2011)

INTERNATIONAL POLICY
The U.S. must have an aggressive export policy aimed at capturing 
world wheat and barley markets. Our government must concentrate 
on trade policy that enhances our competitiveness in world 
markets.

1.    MGGA supports legislation to eliminate unilateral food 
sanctions.

2. MGGA supports preserving and expanding export credit and 
food donation programs under current World Trade 
Organization agreements.

3. MGGA supports maintaining in-kind humanitarian food aid.  
(2008)

4. MGGA supports eliminating barriers and any US import tariffs 
which restrict US ag producers' access to world wide crop 
inputs.

5. MGGA supports providing reciprocal research, registration 
and regulation of crop protection and biotech products 
between the US and other countries.

6. MGGA supports full and immediate free trade of functionally 
equivalent crop protection compounds.

7. MGGA urges the development of new and creative export 
programs that provide a way to compete with subsidized sales 
and unfair currency adjustments from foreign countries.

8. MGGA supports World Trade Organization harmonization of 
trade distorting subsidies to a percentage of total ag 
production. We support the elimination of export subsidies and 
export restrictions. Export state trading enterprises should be 
forced to operate at risk of the market on a voluntary and 
transparent basis.

9. MGGA calls on US trade negotiators to preserve total 
domestic farm program spending at no less than authorized in 
the 2002 farm bill while recognizing the importance of moving 
toward less trade distorting programs.

10. MGGA vigorously defends the right of US producers to 
maintain minimally trade-distorting programs that allow U.S. 
producers to remain competitive in spite of environmental 
pressures and competing land uses.

11. MGGA supports continued cooperation among grain 
producers, the Montana Wheat & Barley Committee, 
merchandisers, and transporters to expand Montana wheat and 
barley markets.

12. MGGA urges the development of markets for biotech crops 
with customer demand and acceptance. This should be a 
cooperative effort between consumers, producers, agribusiness 
and government.

13. MGGA supports the creation of trading structures to preserve 
the identity of wheat and barley varieties and region or origin, 
according to the needs of our customers.

14. MGGA supports legislation to overturn the OFAC (Office of 
Foreign Asset Control) policy of "cash payment in advance" as 
it relates to trade with Cuba.

15. MGGA supports reciprocal export access on any Canadian 
exports of wheat and barley to the US by the Canadian Wheat 
Board pools or individual producers.  trade between Canada 
and the US including reciprocal grading standards of wheat 
and barley.

16. MGGA supports the renewal of Trade Promotion Authority.
17. MGGA supports immediate implementation of the Colombia, 

Korea and Panama free trade agreements. (Modified 2011)
18. MGGA supports legislation expanding trade and travel with 

Cuba. (Modified 2011)
19. MGGA urges the US Trade Representative and Foreign Ag 

Service to pursue aggressive enforcement of existing trade 
agreements.

RISK MANAGEMENT
Current crop insurance programs need to provide adequate risk 
management for producers. Crop insurance reform must provide 
producers an acceptable level of risk management at an affordable 
cost for all crops.  (Revised 2009)

Continued on page 10
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1.    MGGA supports an inverted premium subsidy system that 
provides higher subsidies at the higher coverage levels.

2. MGGA supports continued improvement of revenue insurance 
products.  (2008)

3. MGGA supports 'T yields' that more accurately reflect actual 
yields in a production area excluding years of declared 
disaster.  (2008)

4. MGGA supports an increase in the 'T yield' plug to 85%.
5. MGGA supports the separation of spring wheat, durum and 

winter wheat for crop insurance policies.
6. MGGA supports the separation of crop practice 

(CC-continuous crop or SF-summer fallow) for optional unit 
structure on the same crop for indemnity payments.  (Revised 
2009)

7. MGGA supports the continuation of the winter coverage 
endorsement option crop insurance coverage.

8. MGGA supports implementation of adjustment yield losses of 
90% or more to be paid at 100% for all crop insurance.

9. MGGA supports changes in crop insurance regulations to 
allow irrigated producers to maintain irrigated coverage in 
times of drought-caused reductions in available irrigation 
water.  (Revised 2009)

10. MGGA urges the use of quality adjustment factors that more 
accurately reflect market discounts.

11. MGGA recommends that prevented planting be a separate 
option with its own premium.

12. MGGA supports producers in counties under disaster 
declaration by the Secretary of Agriculture to have the option 
to exclude that year's production from APH (Actual 
Production History).

13. MGGA supports the preservation of optional crop insurance 
unit structures.

14. MGGA endorses separation of dryland and irrigated malt 
barley endorsements.

15. MGGA supports Risk Management Agency coverage of grain 
crops that are harvested for hay.

16. MGGA supports Risk Management Agency coverage that 
more accurately reflects contract price for seed stocks and 
specialty crops that are contracted through a licensed 
merchandiser or seed dealer.

17. MGGA supports a crop insurance closing date and reporting 
deadlines that more accurately reflects the season in which the 
crop is planted. (Revised 2009)

18. MGGA supports the producer's right to accept or reject Risk 
Management Agency administrative policy changes 
implemented after the sign-up date for that current year.

19. MGGA challenges the use of inequitable “pack factors” in 
determining grain volumes for crop insurance purposes.

20. MGGA requests an advance of no less than 75% of estimated 
indemnities in disputed and audit cases.  (Revised 2009)

21. MGGA opposes any automatic indemnity audit trigger.  
(Revised 2010)

22. MGGA supports Risk Management Agency crop loss 
coverage on all fire related losses.  (New 2009)

23. MGGA opposes the reduction of crop insurance subsidies and 
also opposes premium subsidy and payment caps.

24. MGGA opposes means testing for federal crop insurance 
eligibility.

25. MGGA supports an increase in the maximum level of state

        hail insurance coverage to $100 per acre dryland and $152 per 
acre irrigated cropland.

26. MGGA seeks enforcement of legislation for segregated 
commodity traded funds to be protected and remain 
segregated. (New 2011)

27. MGGA opposes a producer funded elevator indemnity pool. 
(New 2011)

28. MGGA supports exploration of a bonding mechanism for 
producers to protect themselves against elevator bankruptcy. 
(New 2010) MGGA supports inclusion of information in grain 
purchase contracts which details the availability of bonding or 
insurance on deferred payment agreements.

29. MGGA urges adequate bonding requirements of grain buyers. 
MGGA supports an increase in bonding levels required for 
grain dealers to an amount equal to 5% of a dealer’s annual 
business with a $3.0 million cap per dealer.

30. MGGA supports the inclusion in Montana Code Annotated 
(MCA) of a “deadman’s switch” for undelivered commodities 
in the event of grain dealer bankruptcy.

RESEARCH & UTILIZATION
Research should be directed at providing maximum economic value 
of ag products and cutting edge technology to producers. This 
commitment must be focused on producers competing in world 
markets, equipping them with tools to add value to the 
commodities, and protecting our environment.

1. MGGA supports federal, private and other funding of an 
accelerated research program for the control of sawflies in 
Montana including a sawfly parasite implementation program.  
(Revised 2009)

2. MGGA supports research of out-crossing of biotech plants 
into crops and weeds and the determination of a reasonable 
threshold for adventitious or accidental presence of bio-tech 
traits in non-biotech crops. (Revised 2009)

3. MGGA endorses the joint National Association of Wheat 
Growers/US Wheat Biotechnology Position Statement.  
(Revised 2009)

4. MGGA supports the draft statement of Canadian, American 
and Australian organizations (Version 2: 23 May 2008) on the 
release of biotech/genetically modified wheat.  (2008)

5. With respect to glyphosate tolerant wheat, MGGA asks 
biotech providers to introduce the crop with volunteer control 
packages that are at least as cost effective as current generic 
glyphosate production systems.  (Modified 2011) 

6. MGGA supports research aimed at improving and increasing 
the end uses of Montana wheat and barley, including research 
utilizing ag biotechnology.

7. MGGA supports promotion, research and expansion of 
Montana bio-based products.

8. MGGA supports increased research for farm grown biofuel 
and lubricants.  (2008)

9. MGGA supports research for higher value crops including 
industrial and non-food uses.

10. MGGA supports a base budget increase for MAES (Montana 
Ag Experiment Stations).

11. MGGA supports extension programs to better transfer 
technology from MAES (Montana Ag Experiment Stations) 
and the MSU (Montana State University) system to Montana 
producers.

12. MGGA supports research to develop new control methods for 
jointed goat grass. problem grassy weeds.

Continued from page 8
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13. MGGA supports the exploration and production of 
commercial fertilizer in the US.  (2008)

14. MGGA supports increased research and education for farm 
produced green manure and other fertility systems which can 
replace commercial fertilizer.

15. MGGA encourages the food services entities of the Montana 
University System and other state agencies to buy Montana 
grown and/or processed foods when possible and in an 
equitable manner.

16. MGGA will explore legislation to change the selection process 
of Montana Wheat and Barley Committee board members 
from appointment to election by producers in the current 
districts in which the board member farms.  The election will 
be for a 4-yr term on a rotating basis with a 2-term limit.  
(2008)

17. MGGA recommends that the executive director and staff of 
the Montana Wheat & Barley Committee be hired by the 
Montana Wheat & Barley Committee.

18. MGGA recommends that the Montana Wheat & Barley 
Committee have complete budgetary control over the 
assessment money.

19. MGGA supports the Montana State Grain Lab, including 
policies that will make the State Grain Lab sustainable.  
(2008)

20. MGGA supports the Montana State Seed Lab, including 
policies that will make it sustainable.  (2008)

21. MGGA supports funding for the Montana State University 
Schutter Diagnostics Lab.

ENVIRONMENTAL

1.     MGGA encourages approaching environmental problems and 
concerns through education and cooperation.  (Revised 2010)

2. MGGA opposes environmental mandates by government 
agencies that are detrimental to production agriculture 
operations.  (New 2010)

3. MGGA supports fair and objective implementation of the 
Food Quality Protection Act that requires the Environmental 
Protection Agency to base re-registration of pesticides on 
actual use data.

4. MGGA believes the burning of residue on agricultural fields is 
a local issue and should not be regulated by the Environmental 
Protection Agency or the US Department of Agriculture.

5. MGGA opposes net expansion of Conservation Reserve 
Program acreage. MGGA believes all Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) conservation practices should be 
production-based programs and not land retirement based.

6. MGGA urges limiting acreage on all new Conservation 
Reserve Program contracts to no more than 25% of total 
cropland acres of any owner.

7. MGGA supports Conservation Reserve Program rental rates 
that are reflective of cash rental rates in any given area.

8. MGGA supports individual counties to reserve 1 to 5% of the 
available acreage each signup period for Conservation Reserve 
Program continuous sign-up proactive before the 25% cap is 
reached.

Continued on page 12
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9. MGGA supports the implementation of biomass fuel crops on 
Conservation Reserve Program acres with a reduction of 
Conservation Reserve Program payments.

10. MGGA supports re-establishment of lost crop base acres on 
Conservation Reserve Program providing the land goes back 
into agricultural production. 

11. MGGA supports monitoring Conservation Reserve Program 
ranking criteria. (Revised 2009)

12. All new conservation programs should offer credit to 
producers for practices already implemented.

13. MGGA supports full funding and full implementation of the 
Conservation Security Program.

14. MGGA supports full funding and full implementation of the 
Conservation Stewardship Program.  (New 2009)

15. MGGA supports allowing local National Resource 
Conservation Service officials to permit deviations on a case 
by case basis within the confines of a Conservation 
Stewardship Program contract in an effort to address localized 
problems in a cost effective way.

16. Payment eligibility requirements as recognized by the Farm 
Service Agency should also be accepted by National Resource 
Conservation Service programs.

17. MGGA opposes the listing of the prairie dog and the sage 
grouse as a threatened or endangered species.

18. MGGA supports research into cost effective and 
environmentally safe ways of controlling burrowing pests.

19. MGGA supports National Association of Wheat Growers’ 
expansion into biomass advocacy.

20. MGGA encourages the control of all weeds on transportation 
right of ways.

21. MGGA supports increased technical assistance and 
incentive-based water quality programs that are administered 
at the local level to meet Total Maximum Daily Load 
requirements.

22. MGGA supports retaining the word “navigable” or other 
wording that protects ag interests such as, but not limited to 
property rights, in the Clean Water Act.  (New 2009)

23. MGGA is opposed to any climate change legislation until it 
can be assured that production agriculture will not be put in a 
negative economic position. (ie – costs in excess of potential 
income from carbon sequestration) Furthermore, MGGA 
believes that other major carbon emitting countries should be 
participating in similar greenhouse gas regulation so as not to 
put the American farmer at a disadvantage in the global 
marketplace.  Finally, if any climate change legislation is 
enacted, the US Department of Agriculture should be the 
controlling authority to promulgate and administer the 
programs to the producers.  (New 2009)

24. MGGA opposes EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) 
regulation of dust from common agricultural practices and 
county roads.  (Modified 2011)

25. MGGA opposes expansion of EPA regulation beyond current 
FIFRA (Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act) 
regulation of pesticides.  (New 2010)

26. MGGA supports maintaining the renewable fuel standards 
mandate.  (New 2011)

27. MGGA opposes enforcement of Spill Prevention Control and 
Countermeasure (SPCC) regulations for agricultural 
operations. (New 2011)

TAXES
1.       MGGA supports indexing capital gains to inflation.  (2008)
2. MGGA supports extending the $500,000 residential capital 

gains exemption to include agricultural farmsteads.

3. MGGA supports maintaining the estate tax rate at 35 percent 
with a $5 million exemption indexed for inflation and 
providing a “stepped up basis” for inherited assets.  (Modified 
2011)

4. MGGA supports the extension of Section 179 at the 2011 
level of $500,000 and the extension of bonus depreciation at 
the 2011 level of 100%.

5. MGGA supports the elimination of the Montana business 
equipment tax on agricultural equipment.  (2008)

6. MGGA will participate in the discussion of state taxation 
options for the purpose of a more equitable tax system.

7. MGGA supports representation at the state legislature in the 
event of tax reform strategy proposals to see that agriculture 
interests are treated fairly.

8. MGGA Grain News and website will report information on 
current agricultural tax issues.

TRANSPORTATION
MGGA recognizes that an efficient, affordable, and accessible 
transportation system is essential to the economy of Montana. 
MGGA will work to improve all modes of transportation that affect 
trade and provide services to Montana agriculture.

RAIL:
1.      MGGA supports total access to the Canadian rail system.
2. MGGA opposes market damaging rates offered by 

Burlington Northern Santa Fe for shuttle trains hauling grain 
from Eastern North Dakota and Minnesota at lower rates than 
from Eastern Montana to the Pacific Northwest.  (Revised 
2009)

3. MGGA will support legislation that allows competitive 
access to rail lines to create competition for captive rail 
shippers.

4. In the event of a rail right-of-way abandonment, MGGA 
supports the concept of requiring rail property to be offered 
for sale first to adjacent landowners at certified appraised fair 
market value.

5. MGGA supports maintaining existing railroad infrastructure 
in Montana.

6. MGGA supports maintenance and expansion of intermodal 
services for ag products.

7. MGGA opposes fuel surcharges being used as a profit center.  
(Revised 2009)

8. MGGA recommends that Congress require the Surface 
Transportation Board be more receptive to producer 
concerns.  (Revised 2009)

9. MGGA supports the development of spur lines to connect 
with the Canadian Pacific railroad.

10. MGGA supports any attempt to reopen or reactivate defacto 
abandoned rail lines for commercial transportation by Class I 
or short line railroads.

11. MGGA supports formal and informal mediation of rail 
freight issues with our rail carriers and arbitration of disputes 
when necessary, including continuation of the Alternative 
Dispute Resolution agreement between MGGA supports the 
continuation of the agreement of mediation and binding 
arbitration of rail rates for Montana wheat and barley 
producers with and Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway.

12. MGGA supports participation in the Ag Rail Business 
Council by Montana grain producers and BNSF Railway.

13. MGGA supports grain producer representation on BNSF 
Railway’s Customer Advisory Board.

14. MGGA supports federal transportation legislation and other 
reforms that will provide reasonable rates and service.  

         (New 2009)

Continued from page 11
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15. MGGA supports research into more efficient modes of 
transportation.

WATER:
16.     MGGA will work to maintain access to and maintenance of 

the Columbia/Snake Waterway.
17. MGGA supports reform of the Jones Act and Cargo 

Preference laws.

TRUCK:
18.     MGGA supports standardization of trucking regulations 

between states for weight, length and oversize at no less than 
Montana standards.

19. MGGA urges Montana Department of Transportation to 
maintain & improve farm to shuttle facility roads to handle 
increased loads and traffic.

20. MGGA supports changes to the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration regulations so that the 150-mile radius 
producer exemption applies to all producers even when they 
cross governmental jurisdiction lines to market their produce. 
(Modified 2011)

21. MGGA supports federal legislation that allows producers 
exemption from International Fuel Tax Agreement 
regulations for travel within 150-mile radius regardless of 
crossing governmental jurisdiction lines. (Modified 2011)

22. MGGA opposes the $10 overweight permit required while 
still within the 10% overage allowance on truck weight.

23. MGGA supports a farm to market exemption from interstate 
commerce regulatory enforcement to allow the movement of 

         a commodity from the farm gate to its first point of delivery
         where title is transferred within the state of origin.  (New 2010)

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
MGGA recognizes that economic development in Montana 
includes strengthening the financial conditions of farm and ranch 
operations through ownership in value added enterprises. Therefore 
MGGA supports programs that promote and enable farm and ranch 
ownership of value added enterprises.
1.     MGGA supports continued full funding and promotion of the 

Montana Office of Economic Development.  (Retained 2009)
2. MGGA supports the economic education program promoted 

by the Montana Council of Economic Education.  (Retained 
2009)

MEMBERSHIP
1.    MGGA will look for new member service opportunities.
2. MGGA will continue education and information services 

through Montana MarketManager.
3. MGGA will report annually or more frequently to its members 

the status of its resolutions implementation.
4. MGGA will develop a process to survey members on why 

they are leaving the organization. Staff will do this on an 
ongoing basis.

5. MGGA will continue to hold listening sessions.
6. MGGA will continue to collaborate with other grower 

associations promoting Montana grown crops and livestock.
7. MGGA supports young producer outreach. (New 2011)

TORGERSON’S, LLC

www.torgerson.biz

Ethridge - 406.339.2222

Lewistown - 406.538.8795

Billings - 406.252.8614

We are now a NEW DEALER for...We are now a NEW DEALER for...
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From                                      page 10“Bedfellows & Strangers” 
BNSF’s Chairman, Matt Rose, has stated that the Pacific 
Northwest coal export expansion will require 8-16 loaded 
trains per day or a total of 16-32 train movements per day. 
This projected increase in traffic would appear to be well 
within the capacity projected by the above noted study.

The rail industry has high fixed costs due to the large 
investments in rail beds, tunnels, and bridges. These 
investments remain much the same whether one train or 
one hundred trains per day run the rail. What does change 
is the amount of fixed costs allocated to each train. As the 
number of trains per day increases, the fixed costs per 
train decreases. Indeed, one could argue that increased 
coal traffic will make it possible for the railroads to 
maintain our present grain freight rates or levy smaller 
increases in the future.

MGGA and Farm Bureau have an Alternative Dispute 
Resolution (ADR) agreement with BNSF. In a nutshell, 
the ADR does not allow revenue to variable costs (R/VC) 
to exceed 180 percent for non-shuttle shippers or 195 
percent for shuttle shippers without mediation and binding 
arbitration. At present, shuttle train movements have been 
operating at or near the 195 percent R/VC limit while 
single, 26, and 48 car movements have been operating 
well below the 180 percent R/VC.

It should be noted that Montana’s pulse crops, specialty 
crops, and flour mill business moves to market in single, 
26, and 48 car movements. Should track capacity become 
an issue, it is certainly plausible that we could see these 
freight rates increase as BNSF allocates scarce resources. 
As such, MGGA will continue to work with BNSF to find 
the efficiencies necessary to keep the lowest possible 
freight rates for Montana’s farmers.

As previously mentioned, this is my final column as an 
officer of MGGA. I thank you all for the privilege and for 
your support over the years. The friendships made and 
memories of being a participant in discussions affecting 
agriculture will be treasured for years to come. As I move 
on to new challenges, I leave knowing that the dedicated 
directors, staff, and officers of MGGA are tremendous 
advocates for agriculture and are viewed as leaders of the 
Ag industry across this great nation.

By Susan Cunningham, MGGA Director-at-Large
Cunningham Crop Insurance, Billings, MT 
406-690-1352

Wheat:  
October 31
            Was the final planting date for winter wheat for 
           "Winter Endorsement - WO" coverage to be 
           applicable. (Seeding after this date defaults to 
           normal policy and replant provisions up to 
           November 15)
           End of the Insurance Period for Small Grains 
           for 2012 crop year. (If not done harvesting,
           should have reported a possible notice of loss.)    
November 14
           Production Reporting Deadline (2012 yields)
November 15
           Final Planting Date for Full Winter Wheat 
           coverage & Replant Provision (except Valley &
           Roosevelt counties was Oct. 5).                                                     
           ** Late Planting Period - Starting Nov. 16
           coverage reduced by 1% per day for up to 25
           days (Dec.10) - not eligible for replanting 
           deadline & full premium is charged.
           Final Winter Wheat Acreage Reporting deadline.
           ** Remember any New Breaking needed to 
           request coverage by Sales Closing Date for a
           written agreement. If not done, report acres 
           under "Uninsurable Acres."
           ** Check with your agent, if you have CRP 
           coming out or seeded after hay.  
           PRF Rainfall Index - Sales Closing & Acreage 
           Reporting Deadline.
November 30
          Wheat Termination Date - Insurance is 
          Terminated, if 2012 premiums are not paid,
          producer is Ineligible for Crop Insurance and 
          possibly FSA programs.   

Loree
Cross-Out
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TAKE A STRONG STANDTAKE A STRONG STAND
...get a field of results

High Speed Unloading

Convenient location with Freeway Access

55 Years Marketing Experience

More Competitive Reduced Freight Rates

Collins
866-753-2530

Collins
866-753-2530

Trusted Grain Marketing Staff Yielding You Better Results!Trusted Grain Marketing Staff Yielding You Better Results!

www.mountainviewcoop.com
Together = ResultsTogether = Results

Heartland
SeedHSC Company
Heartland
SeedHSC Company

101 Indian Butte Road    Moccasin, MT 59462
406-423-5600

�ank You To All 
Our Customers In 2012

We Would Like 
To Wish You 
A Bountiful

�anksgiving.
From Your Friends At

Yellowstone Boys & Girls Ranch Foundation
thanks the farm and ranch community for

55 years of support

Yellowstone Boys & Girls Ranch Foundation
thanks the farm and ranch community for

55 years of support

It sure makes a
difference when

you know
somebody cares!

It sure makes a
difference when

you know
somebody cares!

www.yellowstonefoundation.orgwww.yellowstonefoundation.org
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2012 WILOT Leadership Training 
Class to Meet in November

FSA Payments $1.2 Billion Less
Than Expected in FY2012

The National Wheat 
Foundation is pleased to 
announce the 10 participants 
selected for the 2012 Wheat 
Industry Leaders of Tomorrow 
(WILOT) training program. 
Charlie Bumgarner, MGGA 
Secretary and a grain producer 
near Great Falls, MT, was 
selected for this year’s class.

WILOT is held annually for wheat growers who would 
like to become more involved in state or national 
association leadership. The program is a project of the 
Foundation and is planned and generously sponsored by 
Monsanto.

Bumgarner will join nine other wheat leaders from 
across the country in St. Louis in mid-November for the 
five-day program that will cover a broad range of topics 
necessary for effective leadership within wheat 
associations. 

Scheduled presentations and trainings will focus on the 
structure of the wheat industry; personality types and 
group facilitation skills; communicating with the public; 
media and social media; emerging policy issues; and 
lobbying.

Additionally, WILOT participants will have the 
opportunity to tour Monsanto’s biotechnology research 
facilities near St. Louis and talk with key members of 
the company’s wheat team about their research.

BRADLEY E. DUGDALE

Business Structures
Real Estate Transactions
Estate Planning

BOSCH, KUHR, DUGDALE, MARTIN & KAZE, PLLP

ATTORNEY AT LAW

335 4th Ave, Havre MT    406.265.6706   800.600.1296

Ag Business

300 2nd Avenue South, Suite 3, Great Falls, MT 59405

lewis@prairiemountaininsurance.com 216-3300   
Toll Free: 877-216-3300

Equal Opportunity Provider

Protecting 
       Tomorrows,

Today.

Outlays from USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
programs were $1.2 billion lower than expected in 
FY2012, the Treasury Department and Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) reported late last week. 
The figure came as part of a review of overall income 
and spending by the federal government during its 2012 
fiscal year, which ended Sept. 30. The difference in FSA 
outlays was attributed to “lower commodity marketing 
loan-making and higher loan repayments than 
anticipated, due to higher-than-estimated crop prices.” 
FSA also paid out less for 2010 disaster assistance 
than anticipated. The overall federal budget’s deficit 
in FY2012 was $1.089 trillion, $207 billion less 
than FY2011.
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Sure Disaster Assistance 
Sign-Up Begins for 2011 
Crop Losses
Bruce Nelson, State Executive Director for USDA 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) in Montana announced 
that producers can enroll in the Supplemental Revenue 
Assistance Payments (SURE) program for 2011 crop 
year losses beginning Oct. 22, 2012. Under the 2008 
Farm Bill, SURE authorizes assistance to farmers and 
ranchers who suffered crop losses caused by natural 
disasters occurring through Sept. 30, 2011.

“Eligible producers who experienced a 2011 crop loss 
can contact their local county FSA office to learn more 
about the SURE program," Nelson said.” All eligible 
farmers and ranchers must sign up for 2011 SURE 
benefits before the June 7, 2013 deadline.” 

In Montana, 46 counties received either a primary 
Secretarial Disaster Designation or are contiguous to a 
Secretarial Disaster Designated county during 2011. This 
means producers in the 46 Montana counties can qualify 
for SURE benefits as long as they suffered at least a 10 
percent production loss on one crop of economic 
significance and all other eligibility requirements are 
met. Producers in the remaining 10 Montana counties, 
without a primary or continuous disaster designation, are 
eligible for SURE benefits if they suffered production 
losses greater or equal to 50 percent of the normal 
production on the SURE farm.

To meet program eligibility requirements, producers 
must have obtained a policy or plan of insurance for all 
insurable crops through the Federal Crop Insurance 
Corporation and obtained Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage on non-insurable 
crops, if available, from FSA. Eligible farmers and 
ranchers who meet the definition of a socially 
disadvantaged, limited resource or beginning farmer or 
rancher do not have to meet this purchase requirement. 
Forage crops intended for grazing are not eligible for 
SURE benefits and therefore coverage is not required on 
grazing crops.

Note that even if you did not receive a crop insurance 
loss payment in 2011, you may still be eligible for a 
SURE payment. Visit the Farm Policy page on the 
MGGA website at http://www.mgga.org/FarmPolicy/
policy_sure.html to estimate your farm’s payment and to 
access a map of Montana counties that received a 2011 
Secretarial Disaster Designation.

Loree
Note
remove blue color on hyperlink
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Serving Your Ag Needs.

www.frontlineag.com

CONRAD
1-877-278-5531

CHOTEAU
1-866-466-5741
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