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Matt Flikkema and MGGA Director John Schutter view hail damage on 
Schutter’s farm during a tour of Gallatin County after a devastating early 
August storm. Photo by Adrian Sanchez-Gonzalez for the Bozeman Daily 
Chronicle.

Keeping Quality Trade with 
Quality Grains

Rob Davis

By Rob Davis, Secretary

See                           page 4

2

Terry Bartelt
Mark Black
Susan Cunningham
Jim Moodie
Paul Nelson
Randy Williams

Lola Raska
Loree Morgan
Donna Wilham

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Past President

PO Box 1165, Great Falls, MT  59403
Phone 406-761-4596  Fax 406-761-4606

e-mail: mgga@mgga.org  web sites: www.mgga.org
www.montanamarketmanager.org

All statements, including product claims, are those of the person or organization 
making the statement or claim. The publisher does not adapt any such statement 
or claims as its own and any such statement or claim does not necessarily reflect 
the opinion of the publisher. © Northern Directory Publishing. No part of this 
magazine may be reproduced without written permission from the publisher.

Printed in USA

MGGA STAFF

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE

MGGA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Executive Vice President
Bookkeeper
Administrative Assistant

Gavilon Grain/Peavey
Malteurop
Cunningham Insurance
Moodie Implement
NW Farm Credit Services
Stockman Bank

Terry Angvivk
John Bays
Lyle Benjamin
Tom Butcher
Derrick Enos
Michelle Erickson
Ryan Fast
Don Gliko
Todd Hanson
Dave Henderson
Craig Henke
Tom Horpestad
Dan Kidd

Plentywood
Wilsall
Sunburst
Lewistown
Baker
Broadview
Glasgow
Oilmont
Gildford
Cut Bank
Chester
Lavina
Big Sandy

Tryg Koch
Warren Lybeck
Carl Malesich
Chris Maloney
Greg Mathews
John Rhines
Jay Ritland
Gy Salvevold
John Schutter
Ben Toeckes
Randy Wolenetz
Dan Works

Kalispell
Chinook
Dillon
Turner
Buffalo
Sidney
Fort Benton
Culbertson
Manhattan
Townsend
Baker
Loma

Ryan McCormick, Kremlin
Matt Flikkema, Manhattan
Charlie Bumgarner, Great Falls
Rob Davis, Larslan
Brian Eggebrecht, Malta

Montana Grain Growers Association

Keeping Quality

Farrah McGregor

So the crop is in the bin, now 
what? Time to break out your 
marketing skills. But just what 
goes in to making our wheat 
and barley markets work? There 
is a whole chain of processes 
that goes into keeping quality 
trade alive. The producer is just 
a link in this chain, but a very 
important one at that.

Montana’s wheat and barley is 
known in the world marketplace as being a high quality 
product that can be relied on year after year. With most 
of our wheat being exported, it is important that we as 
producers keep the supply as high quality as possible. 
China and several other buyers are looking at buying 
larger shipments of wheat this year. If we have a good 
supply of quality milling wheat to offer, these buyers 
have a better chance of buying US wheat.

Raising a quality product starts with research and 
development of new varieties. MGGA spends a 
lot of time on research policy and issues. Montana 
State University’s Ag Experiment Stations and other 
research centers provide the technology that goes into 
developing the wheat and barley varieties we grow 
today. With this research, more drought tolerant and 
higher yielding grains can be offered in the world 
marketplace. Plant breeders spend a good share of their 
time with producers and foreign buyers finding out 
what they want in the products they develop. MGGA 
is your link to the national level of wheat and barley 
organizations, and those who work on research and 
development for the products we produce.

So what can we do as producers to ensure a steady 
supply of quality grains? If the farmer cuts corners 
and raises low quality wheat, our ability to market 
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Each month we provide some key areas where 
MGGA leaders and staff have been working on 
your behalf.  Here is a sampling of important 
issues and activities for August 2013:

Working for You...

4
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Harvest was in full swing during August for 
most growers across Montana. Our Montana 
MarketManager Online weekly Crop Survey 
contributors continued reporting on harvest 
conditions, including news of severe hail damage 
to crops in several areas of the state. 

MGGA Vice President Matt Flikkema toured 
the Manhattan area with Senator Jon Tester and 
Governor Steve Bullock who viewed crop and 
property damage from an early August hailstorm.

MGGA ran a series of radio spots during the month 
of August offering a ‘did you know’ fact about 
Montana agriculture and sending a message of 
thanks to all farmers. The spots were aired on radio 
stations in Havre, Plentywood, Lewistown, Shelby 
and Great Falls.

National Association of Wheat Growers staffers 
Brooke Shupe, Director of Government Affairs, 
and Melissa Kessler, Director of Communications, 
traveled to Montana for a firsthand look at the 
2013 wheat harvest. While in the state they visited 
the farms of NAWG President Bing Von Bergen, 
Moccasin, and NAWG Domestic Policy Committee 
Chairman Ryan McCormick, Kremlin, along with 
other area farms, agribusinesses and points of 
interest.

MGGA renewed two-year contracts with the 
existing pool of arbitrators who serve as a key part 
of the Alternative Dispute Resolution agreement 
between the Montana Grain Growers Association, 
the Montana Farm Bureau Federation and BNSF 
Railway.

Northern Pulse Growers staffers Shannon Berndt 
and Kaye Effertz visited the MGGA office to discuss 
common issues. 

MGGA members had lunch with Congressman 
Steve Daines in Great Falls where the impact of 
EPA regulations on agriculture was a key topic of 
discussion.

that wheat becomes a challenge. By paying attention to 
fertility and just keeping a good agronomy program, 
farmers can raise a high quality and very attractive wheat 
to offer to buyers. By going to a few grower meetings 
and field days, producers can get caught up on the latest 
agronomy and production technology that is out there. 
There are enough variables that can cause quality issues 
in grains which are out of our control. All we can do 
is put our best effort into what we do and use the tools 
available to us to produce the best product we can.

Lately there have been attacks on the wheat industry 
from authors and other critics saying wheat is not a 
healthy food. One thing has not changed since the 
beginning of civilization though, people must eat. By 
raising a quality, nutritious product that helps feed 
the world’s growing population, farmers are still very 
important. MGGA and other national organizations are 
constantly working on foreign trade issues. With your 
quality wheat and barley, we can keep buyers happy 
and US exports flowing steady. Anyone who has ever 
been hungry can appreciate a steady supply of quality, 
nutritious food. As we market this year’s crop, keep 
in mind all of the effort and time put in by the whole 
industry. As long as we keep the quality coming, we can 
keep quality trade relations with buyers of our grains and 
a decent price for us the producer.

300 2nd Avenue South, Suite 3, Great Falls, MT 59405

lewis@prairiemountaininsurance.com 216-3300   
Toll Free: 877-216-3300

Equal Opportunity Provider

Protecting 
Tomorrows,
Protecting 

Tomorrows,

Today.Today.
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Rail Efficiency and 48-car 
Rates

BNSF Railway recently announced that it is dropping 
the long-standing practice of offering rate discount 
incentives for 48-car shipments of grain from Montana 
and western North Dakota origins. These discounts have 
been unique to our region for the past several years.

Originally offered for 52-car shipments, these discounts 
were begun thirty years ago, to incent the transition from 
small wooden “crib” elevators to the efficiency of grain 
elevators which could load the new unit trains of 52 
cars. Most Montana farmers remember the changes, as 
we hauled our crops to these modern facilities. What we 
probably did not notice was the increase in productivity 
of the railroad, as they ramped up to meet increasing 
export demand in the world market.

History is repeating itself now, with unprecedented 
demand in recent years from Asian markets. BNSF 
Railway, and other railroads, have responded with 
equipment, track, and procedures to operate shuttle 
trains with 110 cars and dedicated locomotives which 
remain with the train in a continuous loop route. This 
new paradigm has given unprecedented export volume 
in conjunction with better service and fewer delays. With 
this, comes the inevitable reckoning that the reasons for 
deep discounts for the 52-car (or 48-car) have passed.

The writing has been on the wall since 2005, when we 
were already the last region of the country with these 
discounts. At that time, when BNSF proposed dropping 
these incentives, Montana farm organizations sat down 
with BNSF managers, with the premise that our 110-
car elevator infrastructure was not extensive enough to 
replace the considerable network of 52-car loaders in the 
state. BNSF agreed to keep the 52-car discounts in place 
until the shuttle-loader network was built.

That day has arrived, with the number of 110-car 
elevators more than doubled since our agreement 

in 2005. Most of the older 52-car elevators have 
transitioned to new business models, becoming truck 
satellites to shuttle elevators, switching to pulse crop 
operations, or adding on to become shuttle loaders. For 
those who have not found new business models, BNSF 
has agreed to retain a 48-car incentive if the elevator 
will work with other 48-car facilities in their area to 
simultaneously load a sister 48-car unit to be paired 
together for shipment. In any case, rail service to the 
smaller elevators will continue, whether or not they 
coordinate 48-car loading.

As a footnote, MGGA has been very mindful of the role 
the 48-car facilities have played in supplying Montana’s 
quality milling wheat to domestic mills. This market is 
important to Montana wheat growers, because it makes 
the market for protein premiums. Most of our domestic 
mills cannot accommodate a 110-car shipment. With 
this in mind, and with an eye toward the future, we 
have worked together with BNSF Railway to institute 
Destination Efficiency Trains (DETs) which can be 
loaded at shuttle elevators, but can be split to more than 
one destination. These DET trains receive nearly as 
much rate discount as the conventional shuttle trains. 
Many of the Montana DETs are split between Spokane 
mills and Portland, or California mills and Portland.

MGGA supports this evolution of efficiency, while 
recognizing the growing pains that come with it. It is 
this efficiency which allows the railroad to service peak 
periods of demand markets without basis-damaging 
congestion. And it is this efficiency which makes our 
grain transportation system the lowest-cost in the world, 
keeping us competitive in our export markets.
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Donna Wilham, MGGA Convention Coordinator

I think a great name for a weatherman would be “Luke 
Skywatcher.” Seasoned farmers, like weathermen, watch 
the sky and can pretty much tell you whether or not those 
heavy storm clouds moving across the sky will hit their 
place or just skirt the boundaries and go around it.  
 
Most farmers are very adept at predicting the weather 
and are armed with a weather proverb for almost any 
weather condition that comes their way, one that has 
been handed down for generations, like ”90 days after a 
fog, there will be precipitation.” Another way to predict 
rain… “ring around the moon, rain real soon.” That ring 
usually indicates an advancing warm front, which means 
precipitation. Or this weather forecaster, and now that 
it’s September, we should be paying more attention to 
it… “clear moon, frost soon.” On a night clear enough to 
see the moon, and if the temperature drops enough, frost 
will form. Makes sense to me. One of the first “poems” 
I learned as a kid growing up on our farm north of 
Conrad was, “Red sky at night, sailor’s delight. Red sky 
at morning, sailors take warning.” It took a weatherman 
though, to explain why that weather proverb could be 
correct. A reddish sunset means that the air is dusty and 
dry. Since our weather in Montana usually moves from 
west to east, a red sky at sunset means that dry weather 
is moving east and is good for sailing. Conversely, a 
reddish sunrise means that dry air from the west has 
already passed over us, clearing the way for a storm to 
move in.   
 
If farmers have this 6th sense about the weather,why
then, do they gravitate toward those “Luke 
Skywatchers,” the weathermen? Of all the segments 
to watch on the 5:30 pm TV news, my Dad wanted to 
see the weather. He tuned in on his radio as well and 
was all ears near the top of the hour when the announcer 
would tell the temperature and maybe even give a blurb 
about what to expect tomorrow for weather. Ask any 
farmer the names of their local TV station newscaster 
team, and you can be guaranteed they’ll know the name 
of the weatherman. Farmers and weathermen have 
this secret bond, a camaraderie of sorts…both rely on 

the weather for their livelihood. And even though the 
weatherman may tell the farmer something they already 
know to be true, it is a good feeling to have someone 
back up your thoughts. Weathermen are like teachers, 
explaining why the weather is doing this or that…
adding credence to the farmers’ gut feeling or proverb. 
Weathermen keep good records too, and can tell the 
listener the all-time high or low on any day, and are 
specific when they say the high is going to be 95 degrees 
instead of “it’s going to be a scorcher today.” They make 
it their business to predict a long term forecast and have 
special satellites that back up their predictions.

At this year’s Montana 
Grain Growers Association 
Convention, we’re bringing 
in a face familiar to many 
farmers, one they tune in to 
each morning on one of Ag 
Day TV’s 160 stations….
Meteorologist, Mike 
Hoffman. He is another 
“Luke Skywatcher,” 
having watched the skies 
for WNDU-TV, South 
Bend, Indiana, nearly 
20 years as their Chief 

Meteorologist. Mike brings with him over 36 years 
of meteorological wisdom to our convention, having 
covered nationwide weather trends for years. He 
understands how farmers think and knows exactly what 
they want to hear when it comes to a weather forecast. 
Mike is reliable and his weather reports have received 
the American Meteorological Society Seal of Approval.  
 
Mike will look back on weather trends and point out 
where we’ve come from and his thoughts on where 
we’re going in this “Wild World of Weather.” Mike has 
a little different point of view than what has been heard 
on the national media about climate change and will 
talk about the climate change potential decades down 
the road. I told him he sounds like a walking Farmer’s 
Almanac and he chuckled and admitted he didn’t have 
all the answers, but with his years of experience, I’d like 
to think he gets it right most of the time. 
 
You can hear Mike Hoffman’s wise weather words at 
MGGA’s convention Wednesday. If you haven’t marked 
your calendar yet for the 2013 MGGA Convention and 
Trade Show, now is a good time…December 3-5, 2013 
at the Best Western Heritage Inn, Great Falls. Until then, 
keep watching the sky and whatever “force” is with you, 
may it be a good one.

Mike Hoffman

A “Luke Skywatcher” is Coming 
to MGGA 2013 Convention
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Here’s a “sneak peek” at MGGA’s 
2013 Convention and Trade Show 
agenda so far:

S GRAINSS E E D S

Post Of�ce Box 130    Three Forks, Montana 59752

406-285-3269406-285-3269
www.circlesseeds.com

Other Items 
Available

Upon Request

WestBred  , Improving Nature’s Grains and the Wheat design are trademarks of Monsanto Technology, LLC.
R

Winter Wheat

Pioneer Corn 
Silage Inoculant

Whole & Cracked 
Feed Corn

Custom Pasture &
Hay Mixes

Pioneer Alfalfa
1st Select Alfalfa

Call Now & Book
Your Seed Today!

WB-Quake

Give us a call!

We Buy Malt Barley, Feed Barley 
& Feed Oats

AP503CL2 Seed
SY Clearstone CL2

Willow Creek Forage Type

Brawl CL Plus

Winter Triticale
Luoma

Complete Grass
Seed Selection

See us for your CRP needs

MGGA Committee Meetings

MWBC Program
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Senate Names Conferees, 
Vilsack Indicates Brazil 
Problems
Before leaving town for August recess, the Senate 
officially named its members of the eventual farm 
bill conference committee, appointing the Agriculture 
Committee’s seven most senior Democrats and five most 
senior Republicans (excepting Senate Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.)).

Senate conferees include:

Democrats: Debbie Stabenow 
of Michigan, Patrick Leahy 
of Vermont, Tom Harkin 
of Iowa, Max Baucus 
of Montana, Sherrod Brown 
of Ohio, Amy Klobuchar 
of Minnesota and Michael 
Bennet of Colorado.

Republicans: Thad Cochran 
of Mississippi, Pat Roberts of 
Kansas, Saxby Chambliss of 

Georgia, John Boozman of Arkansas and John Hoeven of 
North Dakota.

The House has yet to take the procedural steps necessary 
to move to conference or name conferees, with word that 
work will wait until the body takes up a nutrition measure 
to supplement the “farm-only farm bill” that was passed 
in July. 

Meanwhile, Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack warned 
that without a farm bill, USDA will no longer be able to 
stave off trade retaliations stemming from a World Trade 
Organization (WTO) case involving cotton. For several 
years, Brazil has accepted payments from the United 
States to hold off on sanctions while waiting for new 
farm policy support structures in the new farm bill.  

Your Voices Still Needed in the 
Farm Bill Debate
There has been little news, formal or informal, on the 
farm bill since the August recess began. Most Members 
were back in their districts meeting with constituents, 
including farmers and consumers concerned about the 
legislation. In a sign of issues still to be resolved, House 
Democrats wrote Speaker of the House John Boehner 
(R-Ohio), stressing the importance of the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), commonly 
known as food stamps, and asserting that the final farm 
bill or any other SNAP legislation “must be crafted to 
ensure that we do not increase hunger in America.” 
 
NAWG encourages all wheat growers and other readers 
to be in contact with their Members of Congress 
directly to encourage a resolution to the farm bill saga 
by the time the current extension of the 2008 Farm Bill 
expires on Sept. 30. Wheat growers can also take to 
the Internet to voice their opinions. In fact, a group of 
South Dakota-based farm and food organizations have 
started a “Back the Farm Bill” campaign to encourage 
outreach to Congress urging completion of new farm 
policy. The effort has a Facebook page that has garnered 
more than 1,000 likes, accessible at www.facebook.com/
backthefarmbill.
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As Focus Shifts to Informal 
Talks, NAWG Outlines Risk 
Management Priorities
NAWG wrote Congressional agriculture leaders in early 
August to reaffirm wheat growers’ risk management 
policy priorities for the 2013 Farm Bill, which was 
expected to be the subject of staff discussions throughout 
the August recess. In a letter sent to Senate Agriculture, 
Nutrition and Forestry Committee Chairwoman 
Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.) and Ranking Member 
Thad Cochran (R-Miss.) and House Agriculture 
Committee Chairman Frank Lucas (R-Okla.) and 
Ranking Member Collin Peterson (D-Minn.), NAWG 
asserted the importance of crop insurance and applauded 
the principals on their “continued emphasis on crop 
insurance and work to bolster the program.” NAWG’s 
highest Title I priority is the “inclusion of a revenue-
based safety net plan including farm-level protection,” 
which will provide wheat growers, some of whom farm 
in the largest and most diverse counties in the United 
States, with sufficient protection.

Text of NAWG letter to Ag Committee leadership:

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow, Chairman Lucas, and 
Ranking Members Cochran and Peterson: 

As you and your Agriculture Committee colleagues 
begin the upcoming Congressional recess, the National 
Association of Wheat Growers (NAWG) understands 
that a formal conference of a 2013 Farm Bill will 
not convene until after Congress returns. Since we 
understand from you that your staffs will be having 
informal discussions during the recess period, NAWG 
would like to reaffirm our risk management policy 
priorities for this vital legislation. 

NAWG’s highest priority throughout this process has 
been to maintain a strong federal crop insurance system. 
Wheat farmers applaud your continued emphasis on 
crop insurance and work to bolster this program in 
both versions of the farm bill. NAWG does not support 
any parameters linking crop insurance to conservation 
compliance or applying adjusted gross income limits 
to the program. Both of these provisions would be 
detrimental to the crop insurance program, and NAWG 
strongly opposes the inclusion of either provision in the 
final bill. 

NAWG’s highest Title I priority is inclusion of a 
revenue-based safety net plan including farm-level 
protection in cases of loss. Wheat is grown in some 
of the largest and most diverse counties in the United 
States, making a county level trigger inadequate for a 
majority of our nation’s wheat farmers. NAWG believes 
that only a farm-level trigger will provide these growers 
with sufficient protection. 

Wheat is a unique crop, grown in some of the riskiest 
areas of the country, in rotation with nearly every 
other program crop, and harvested over the course 
of many months. The price wheat farmers are paid 
depends not only on market factors, but also on quality 
characteristics and wheat class, which are not pertinent 
for some program crops. NAWG is cognizant that any 
compromise coming out of the conference committee 
will include a reference price. We urge you and other 
conference committee members to ensure that any 
reference price does not distort the market or impact 
planting decisions for all commodities. 

Thank you all for your continued efforts to complete a 
comprehensive, long-term farm bill this year. NAWG 
looks forward to continuing work with you and your 
staffs to see such a bill signed into law. 

Sincerely,  
Bing Von Bergen, President  
National Association of Wheat Growers

Heartland
SeedHSC Company
Heartland
SeedHSC Company

101 Indian Butte Road    Moccasin, MT 59462

FALL PLANTING TIME

TIME FOR HEARTLAND SEED

406-423-5600

ART (PVP)

S Y WOLF (PVP)

AP503CL 2 (PVP)

JAGALENE (PVP)

HAWKEN (PVP)

QUAKE (PVP) (CSO)

GENOU (PVP)

JUDEE (PVP)

YELLOWSTONE (PVP)

Brawl PLUS
( A new Clearfield variety of winter wheat)

Introducing
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By Susan Cunningham,  MGGA Director-at-Large
Cunningham Crop Insurance, Billings, MT   
406-690-1352

2013/2014  CROP YEAR REMINDERS:

    •  If you may have a loss for 2013 crop, turn in loss
       ASAP. If you have the Revenue Plan (RP) review
       information below – you may have a Revenue
       Loss due to decline in price in conjunction with
       actual harvested bushels.  
    •  Keep good production records by unit - not only
       soft records, but verifiable records in case of audits.  

2013 Harvest Prices currently calculating (TBA 9/1/13) 
as of 8/24/2013

Winter Wheat – MT, WY 
The estimated harvest price for winter wheat for the 
above states is calculated from the August average of the 
September wheat contract on the Kansas City Board of 
Trade. 
Estimated Harvest Price — $7.00   
2013  Approved Projected Price — $8.79

Spring Wheat – AK, CO, IA, ME, MN, MT, NE, ND, 
SD, VT, WI, WY 
The estimated harvest price for hard red spring wheat for 
the above states is calculated from the August average of 
the September spring wheat contract on the Minneapolis 
Grain Exchange. 
Estimated Harvest Price — $7.34   
2013 Approved Projected Price — $8.44 

Durum Wheat – MT, ND, SD 
The estimated harvest price for durum wheat for the 
above states is calculated from the August average of 
the September spring wheat contract on the Minneapolis 
Grain Exchange. 
Estimated Harvest Price — $8.38   
2013 Approved Projected Price — $ 9.64
 
Barley (spring) – CO, ID, ME, MI, MN, MT, NV, ND, 
OR, SD, UT, VT, WA, WI, WY  
The estimated harvest price for spring barley for the 
above states is calculated from the August average of the 
September corn contract on the Chicago Board of Trade.  
Estimated Harvest Price — $4.26   
2013 Approved Projected Price — $5.24

2014 Crop Year Prices 
Winter Wheat (Yield Plan & Revenue Plan) currently 
calculating (TBA 9/15/2013) as of 8/24/2013

Wheat (winter) – CO, MT, NE, SD, WY 
The estimated projected price for winter wheat for the 
above states is calculated from the August 15 through 
September 14 average of the September red wheat 
contract on the Kansas City Board of Trade. 
Estimated Projected Price – $7.10

Wheat (spring) – MT 
The estimated projected price for spring wheat is 
calculated from the February 1 through February 28 
average of the September hard red spring wheat on the 
MGE. TBA approx 3/1/2014

PLEASE NOTE:  All policies (Yield Plan or Revenue 
Plan) will have different prices for winter wheat vs. 
spring wheat depending on the CEPP (Commodity 
Exchange Price Provisions).Your premiums will go 
down because of the price changes from 2013 crop year.  

2014 UPDATES & REMINDERS:  

Be sure to review your policy to make sure of your 
coverage and to determine if you want to make any 
changes.  

September 30:   Wheat, Forage Production Coverage 
to add, change, cancel, transfer coverage, plan, level %, 
options/endorsements, add/cancel enterprise units. If you 
do not seed winter wheat or are in the 2 NE counties, 
you may change your coverage/plan/level/options up to 
spring sales (sales closing date 3/15).
     •  Sheridan, & Daniels Counties still are considered
        Spring Wheat counties - if you seed winter wheat, 
        you must report the acres and request coverage by
        3/15 - but will be insured as SW.
     •  New Breaking: Must request coverage by Sales
        Closing Date (9/30 for wheat) -if breaking native 
        sod or do not meet the guidelines which AIP’s (Co.)
        may approve.  Verify rules for breaking forage 
        acres; & reporting requirements for emerging CRP
        going into crops.   
     •  Multi-year Written Agreements (including Unit 
        Written Agreements): Must be re-submitted 
        through company to RMA/USDA for renewal.  
         All prior agreements have been cancelled.
     •  ARPI (Area Risk Production Insurance): Similar to
        old GRP now available in some counties in MT.
     •  Cover crops and/or any plant growth during year 
        will be considered CC, not SF, unless idle for 
        a year.
     •  Many counties/crops have new transitional yields
        (T-yields); have agent check actuarial.

Continued on page 14
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     •  CPA (Contract Price Addendum):  Available to 
        organic producers (must submit copies of Organic 
        Certifications and Plans).
     •  Entities must be correct – MPCI to match FSA 
        & IRS.  If using EIN, make sure SSN within entity 
        are current – delete or add as necessary.  If you are 
        an individual doing business as a business, you
        must change your “entity type” on crop insurance. 
August 15: Premium due date for 2013 Crop Year 
(except FP was July 1 due date).
October 1: Interest will attach, if 2013 premium is not 
received by company. 
October 16: Deadline to certify/sign Forage Production 
acres & plant counts for coverage for 2014.
November 14: Deadline to report your 2013 production 
yields to update your Actual Production History (APH) 
records for 2014 crop year coverage.
November 15: Deadline to report your 2014 winter 
wheat acres seeded this fall with plant dates; PRF 
(Pasture, Rangeland and Forage) rainfall index coverage: 
sales closing and acres reported by grid/by 2 month 
intervals choosing to insure.   

With Plate Already Full, Debt 
Ceiling Fight Awaits Returning 
Congress
In addition to the farm bill and a continuing resolution 
to fund the government, Members of Congress coming 
back to D.C. after Labor Day will be returning to 
another perennial problem: the debt ceiling. Estimates 
are that the United States will reach its borrowing limit 
sometime between early September and mid-November. 

In early August, the Treasury Department said it would 
undertake one of its so-called “extraordinary measures” 
to keep the government paying bills as the debt limit 
draws near. Those efforts and recent payments from 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac back into the general 
treasury will likely stave of the deadline until late fall. 
Of course, there is no sign of compromise on the issue 
in Congress, and it has also been a sticking point for a 
formal conference committee on the budget resolution.

Continued from page 13

US Not Alone When It Comes to 
Crop Insurance, But Stands Out 
As Model of Success
by Cristina Pasto, FarmPolicyFacts.com
Approximately 86 percent of planted cropland in the 
U.S. is protected by crop insurance. 

The end result? Even when farmers were hit with a string 
of natural disasters, there wasn’t a single call to Congress 
for expensive disaster aid.

While the U.S. is acknowledged as the leader in the crop 
insurance industry, other countries are following its lead, 
innovating their own farm support programs and seeking 
to find one that offers maximum protection for their 
farmers.

“Crop and livestock insurance is becoming an important 
tool to manage agricultural risk globally,” said John 
Drakeford, an analyst for the English insurance company 
Aon Banfield. 

He notes a growing demand for crop insurance 
products that would protect farmers against hail, excess 
moisture, frost and other weather-related risks as well as 
uncertainties in commodity prices.

In France, a system of “risk coping” took effect in 
1964 when the government introduced an agricultural 
disaster payment program, which was jointly shared by 
farmers and the government.  The program suffered from 
“low indemnization,” (low compensation) according 
to Yves Salmon, advisor to the CEO of the Groupama 
S.A. insurance company, and did not really get enough 
support from farmers. France is a leading producer of 
wheat, sugar and wine products. 

In 2000, the program became a three-way effort 
when private sector insurance companies became 
involved.  French farmers were assisted through a tax-
free ‘savings account’ over a period of five to seven 
years, said Salmon. The government played a big role 
during major disasters by providing payments and acting 
as the “insurer of last resort.”

Over the years, France’s insurance subsidy 
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programs evolved.  As of 2010, the crop insurance 
program subsidized 65 percent of farmers’ premiums, up 
from 35 percent in 2005.  Yet participation continues to 
lag, Salmon said.  Twenty-five percent of main crops are 
not insured, he said, as are 53 percent of wine production 
and 59 percent of fruit and vegetables.  But some small 
farmers are “staying out of the program,” Salmon said, 
again because of low compensation. 

Right now, France is looking for ways to fine-tune 
its crop insurance program to ensure wider coverage 
and support from the farming sector.  Salmon said the 
government is seeking to offer subsidies to livestock and 
dairy to protect farmers and make the industries globally 
competitive. 

“Building an agricultural insurance scheme takes time,” 
he said. “It’s a long-term effort.”

A variety of crop, livestock and forestry insurance 
coverage is offered in many countries including those 
in Asia, Africa and Latin America, said Jose Angel 
Villalobos, an actuarial consultant for the World Bank’s 
Disaster Risk Financing and Insurance Program.

The wide range of insurance products seeks to reduce 
risks for farmers and herders for damaged crops and 

yield shortfall given that, Villalobos stressed, “farming is 
an uncertain business.”

Villalobos noted India’s experience, in particular. He 
said the crop insurance system in this South Asian 
country is a coordinated public-private partnership 
between government and the financial sector, with 
insurers becoming involved “substantially” since 2007.

China, too, has made great strides in farm protection. 
Starting with just minimal coverage several years ago, 
the Chinese government introduced a systematic form of 
premium insurance subsidy in 2007, a volume that has 
increased from $5 billion to about $20 billion in 2012.

Drakeford noted that China’s comprehensive financial 
support for its farming sector was $156 billion for the 
year 2011, which included insurance premiums, disease 
and fire prevention resources and insurance licenses.  
Insurance covers crops and livestock and is typically 
a combination of compensation offered by the central 
government, the provincial governments and even some 
city governments. 

“Farming is an inherently risky business,” said 
Drakeford.  “Crop insurance has developed in most of 
the major agricultural territories in the world.”
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Important Upcoming Montana 
FSA Deadlines & Reminders
•  Sept. 13: CRP Managed Summer/Fall Grazing 
   Period Ends 
•  Sept. 16: 2013 DCP Program Signup Deadline
•  Sept. 30: CRP Managed Haying Ends
•  Sept. 30: MILC Contracts Expire
•  Nov. 4: County Committee Election ballots 
   mailed to eligible voters
•  Nov. 12: All Hay Bales Must be Removed from 
   CRP Acres
•  Nov. 15: 2014 Crop Year FSA Acreage Reporting 
   Deadline for Fall Seeded: Grass, Mixed Forage, 
   Alfalfa, Clover, the year of seeding (annual and 
   perennial types), Established Grass, Mixed Forage, 
   Alfalfa, Clover in years subsequent to the year of 
   seeding (perennial types), Apiculture, Fall Wheat, 
   and all other Fall-Seeded Small Grains
•  Dec. 2: Last day to return voted ballots to the local 
    FSA County Office
 
USDA Disaster Designations 
Montana counties and Indian reservations that have 
been designated by USDA or the president as disaster 
areas make all qualified farm and ranch operators in 
the designated areas eligible for low-interest FSA 
emergency loans provided eligibility requirements are 
met. Farmers and ranchers in eligible counties have 
eight months from the date of the declaration to apply 
for loans to help cover part of their actual losses. FSA 
will consider each loan application on its own merits, 
taking into account the extent of losses, security 
available and repayment ability. Please contact your 
local FSA office for more information.
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Comprehensive Immigration 
Reform: Pro-Growth and 
Pro-Agriculture
By Bruce Nelson & Anthony Preite

Earlier this year, the U.S. Senate passed a commonsense 
immigration reform measure in a strongly bipartisan 
fashion. This was an important step in the right direction 
– especially for producers, farm workers and rural 
communities.
 
The historic legislation passed by the Senate provides a 
pathway to earned citizenship for the 11 million people 
who are in our country today without authorization. They 
will have to go to the back of the line, pay fines and 
settle taxes they owe our nation. 
 
It would modernize the system that we use to bring 
skilled workers into the United States. And it would put 
in place the toughest border security plan that America 
has ever seen – building on steps that have reduced 
illegal border crossings to their lowest level in decades.
 
The non-partisan Congressional Budget Office found 
that the Senate bill would reduce the deficit over the 
next 20 years by nearly $850 billion, and the Social 
Security Administration estimates that this immigration 
bill would add nearly $300 billion to the Social Security 
system in the next decade.

This bill is also important for rural America. Recently, 
the White House economic team released a new 
report highlighting the positive economic benefits that 
commonsense immigration reform would provide for 
agriculture and rural communities.
 
The report highlights research showing that without 
a stable workforce, America’s record agricultural 

productivity will decline in coming years. In Montana, 
for example, eliminating the immigrant labor force 
would cost more than $12 million in short-term 
production losses. 
 
The Senate bill addresses this concern by taking much-
needed steps to ensure a stable agricultural workforce, 
and a fair system for U.S. producers and farm workers. 
In particular, it would give qualifying farm workers an 
expedited path to earned citizenship, as long as they 
continue to work in agriculture. A new temporary worker 
program would replace the current H-2A visa program 
over time, and allow farm workers a three-year visa to 
work year-round in any agricultural job. 
 
This commonsense system wouldn’t just prevent a 
decline in production – it would grow the economy. 
Research highlighted in the White House report 
projects that an expanded temporary worker program 
would increase both production and exports across our 
agriculture sector.
 
Under the Senate proposal, USDA would play a greater 
role in implementing farm labor programs and ensuring 
that farmers and ranchers have all the information they 
need. As Congress continues to work on this issue, 
Secretary Vilsack and all of us at USDA are committed 
to working with lawmakers to be sure they have any 
technical assistance they might need to finalize these 
proposals.

Immigration reform is very important for farmers, farm 
workers and communities across rural America. The 
majority of our agriculture workforce is made up of 
immigrants, and their hard work has helped America’s 
farmers and ranchers lead the world. To remain 
competitive and keep driving economic growth in rural 
America, we need rules that work. Rural America needs 
Congress to act as soon as possible to carry forward 
the work of the U.S. Senate and fix today’s broken 
immigration system.
 
Bruce Nelson, a fourth-generation Montanan and 
wheat farmer, serves as state executive director of the 
USDA Montana Farm Service Agency. Nelson can be 
reached at 406-587-6872 or bruce.nelson@mt.usda.gov. 
Anthony Preite serves as state director of USDA Rural 
Development in Montana. Preite can be reached at 
406-585-2580 or anthony.preite@mt.usda.gov.
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European Team to Examines 
Montana Durum Crop
European flour millers and food processors seek out 
the highest quality wheat each year to produce their 
premium pasta products. That is why U.S. Wheat 
Associates and the Montana Wheat and Barley 
Committee brought a European trade team to the United 
States to demonstrate how U.S. durum – the hardest of 
the six U.S. wheat classes – matches their needs. 

The team’s seven members are procurement and 
technical managers of the leading Italian, German and 
Portuguese durum millers and pasta processors, all of 
which import the majority of their wheat directly. During 
visits to North Dakota, Montana, Arizona and California, 
the team learned about 2013/14 northern and Desert® 
durum crop outlook and research. Farmers in both the 
Northern Plains and Southwest grow durum, although 
there are distinct characteristics between the varieties 
grown in each region. The group was in Montana August 
27-29.  While in the state, the team received a current 
crop update from Montana Wheat and Barley Committee 
staff, visited the State Grain Lab, toured a local durum 
farm, and got a firsthand look at a local shuttle facility. 

“The team is looking for information on advances in 
wheat breeding, improved gluten strength and reduced 
cadmium uptake, and sustainability,” said Marketing 
Specialist Rutger Koekoek, based in the USW 
Rotterdam Office, who will accompany the team. 
“The program for this team will provide an up-to-date, 
firsthand picture of U.S. durum wheat quality and 
boost their confidence in the reliability and value of 
the U.S. grain marketing system.” 

The European durum trade team was sponsored in 
part by the Montana Wheat & Barley Committee 

and the Arizona Grain Research & Promotion Council 
and funding from market development programs 
administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Foreign Agricultural Service. USW also collaborated 
with the North Dakota Wheat Commission and 
California Wheat Commission on this team. 

The Montana Wheat and Barley Committee is a grower-
funded organization working to secure the future of 
Montana wheat in the global market through research, 
education and market development. It is funded by a 
voluntary assessment on each bushel of wheat and barley 
produced in Montana.

U.S. Wheat is the industry’s market development 
organization working in more than 100 countries. 
Its mission is to “develop, maintain, and expand 
international markets to enhance the profitability of U.S. 
wheat producers and their customers.” USW activities 
are made possible through producer checkoff dollars 
managed by 19 state wheat commissions and cost-share 
funding provided by FAS. USW maintains 17 offices 
strategically located around the world to help wheat 
buyers, millers, bakers, wheat food processors and 
government officials understand the quality, value and 
reliability of all six classes of U.S. wheat.
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Ag Trucks     EquipmentAg Trucks     Equipment&&
www.agtrucksandequipment.com

We Specialize In Building Custom Application Equipment

Mobility  •  Capacity  •  Durability  •  Economics  •  Simplicity
Our Equipment Provides:

• 350 HP Cummins
• Allison Automatic 
    Transmissions
• Comfortable Applicator Cab
• 4WD / Mechanical Drive
• Planetary Axles
• Air Ride Suspension

• Truck Mount Or Carts
• 8 Ton Urea Capacity
• Up To 85’ Spread
• Painted Stainless Steel

• 1000-2000 Gallon 
    Poly or S.S. Tanks
• 80’ - 130’ Boom Widths
• Resilient Boom Design
• Load Sensing 
    Hydraulic System

• 1300 - 2000 Gallon Tanks
• 90’ - 120’ Boom
• Welded SS Plumbing
• Load Sense 
    Hydraulic System

Dave Bell  406.899.7530
Steve Raska  406.788.5361
Great Falls, Montana

Stainless Spray Systems

VECTOR

Ag Trucks

Simonsen

Sprayflex

EPA Finalizes 2013 Renewable 
Fuels Standard Requirements

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recently 
announced it will require 16.55 billion gallons of 
renewable fuels to be blended into U.S. fuel supplies in 
2013, including 1.28 billion gallons of biomass-based 
diesel, 2.75 billion gallons of advanced biofuels and 6 
million gallons of cellulosic biofuels. 

The 2013 requirements under the renewable fuels 
standard (RFS) amount to a 9.74 percent blend of 
renewable fuels within the overall U.S. fuel supply, 
which EPA said reflects available renewable fuels in the 
market. In a nod to the calendar, EPA said its deadline 
to comply with the 2013 volume requirements is being 
extended to June 30, 2014. EPA said it would seek to 
reduce the total RFS and advanced biofuel requirements 
in 2014 standards because of concerns about the E10 
blend wall. The RFS calls for 36 billion gallons of 
biofuel use by 2022.
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Ready to Supply and Serve
Casey Chumrau, US Wheat
One of the major emerging grain market stories at the 
start of the 2013/14 marketing year is China’s demand 
for wheat. As of July 25, China had purchased 3.58 
million metric tons (MMT) of U.S. wheat. That number 
accounts for 28 percent of total U.S. commercial wheat 
sales so far this marketing year, to a country that, on 
average, accounts for 2 percent of total annual U.S. 
wheat sales. The ability to meet the unexpected high-
volume demand at this time of year, before the new crop 
is available for shipment, highlights the U.S. system’s 
unique reliability. 
 
China has been relatively self-sufficient since 1996/97 
in producing the wheat its population consumes. Total 
Chinese annual imports have exceeded 3.0 MMT only 
three times in the last 17 years. In the last five years, 
U.S. sales to China have averaged 388,000 MT and 
have not exceeded 3.0 MMT since 1995/96, when sales 
reached 3.13 MMT.   

Chinese imports have been on the rise the past two 
marketing years. USDA’s initial forecast in May 
projected total 2013/14 imports to reach 3.5 MMT, 
following imports of 2.93 MMT in 2011/12 and 3.20 
MMT in 2012/13. Growing demand for high quality 
wheat-based products accounts for much of this increase.  
 
There was no clear indication that Chinese wheat 
imports would jump dramatically this year, yet 
a  combination of factors built up to the spike. First, frost 
damage and harvest time rains reportedly hurt Chinese 
domestic crop quality. At the same time, world wheat 
prices were arching significantly lower than last year, 
presenting an excellent buying opportunity. And China is 
certainly taking advantage. 
 
Of the 3.58 MMT of U.S. wheat bought for delivery in 
2013/14, 3.29 MMT is soft red winter (SRW). As of July 

26, the SRW price for August delivery from the Gulf 
of Mexico was $268/MT, compared to $343/MT a year 
earlier. This sales pace prompted USDA to increase its 
forecast for total Chinese imports to 8.5 MMT, by far the 
highest since China bought 12.5 MMT in 1995/96. 
 
Most, if not all, of the wheat shipped to China so far 
has been old crop supply. However, the new crop SRW 
harvest has just concluded in the last few weeks. Most 
other major exporters exhausted their old crop supplies 
and will not be able to sell wheat at competitive prices 
until their new crop is available.  
 
Being first to market is an advantage but without the 
crop quality information and trade service provided by 
U.S. wheat farmers and the U.S. government through 
USW, occasional large buyers could not turn quickly 
to U.S. supplies. Production volume and consistency 
combined with an efficient, transparent marketing 
system backed by experienced trade service allows all 
wheat buyers to rely heavily on the U.S. market to meet 
their ever-changing needs. 
 
Most recently in early 2013, Egypt turned to the United 
States after Black Sea suppliers were unable to meet its 
large import demand. Without warning or preparation, 
the United States was able to solely supply 1.68 MMT 
to the world’s largest importer.  In April, Brazil turned 
to the United States because its Mercosur partner, 
Argentina, did not have sufficient supply to meet 
Brazilian import demand. Since temporarily lifting a 10 
percent import duty in April, Brazil has purchased nearly 
2.0 MMT of U.S. wheat – mostly HRW.
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By Anthony Gasper, Director of Planning and 
Logistics, MachineryLink

Rethinking Equipment 
Utilization

Each year, growers face an abundance of challenges.  Changes in 
technology, fluctuations in weather, volatile economic markets, and a 
multitude of additional factors can affect farming productivity and overall 
profitability.

Operating your farm as a progressive business will help ensure your 
success.  Growers have moved from functioning as the traditional “family 
farm” to highly profitable, efficient farming operations.  

One of the most important aspects that farmers evaluate is overall cost 
per acre.  

There are multiple factors to consider when determining cost:  labor, 
logistics, and equipment utilization.  MachineryLink helps farmers 
determine if renting a machine makes sense compared to ownership or 
other options, with a major factor being utilization.  

Industries with high value assets, such as construction, have long 
maintained a focus on overall equipment utilization and the effect on the 
bottom line.  We are witnessing an increased awareness regarding the 
importance of utilization in agriculture as rising fuel and equipment costs, 
increased labor expenses, advanced technology and other contributors put 
pressure on margins.  

Evaluating your equipment utilization, and the appropriate course of 
action for your farm, requires consideration of several factors, including:

     •   Labor – Does the productivity of your equipment allow you to make
         the most of your labor resources?

     •  Bottlenecks -- What is preventing you from getting maximum 
         usage from your equipment? 

     •   Time management – When considering purchasing equipment, do 
         you have the time to maintain and repair the machines?  Would 
         your time be better utilized in other areas of the operation?

     •  Depreciation -- Do you fully understand your depreciation costs? 
         The real cost of depreciation is the amount you have to pay to 
         replace equipment, not the resale value.

Through our discussions with growers, we have learned most farmers have 
a wish list for their equipment. Understanding which equipment has high 
utilization can assist in prioritizing investments.  

From a pure utilization perspective, a tractor, with its ability to haul, till, 
plant, spray, and perform other activities is the most versatile and useful 
piece of equipment on the farm and is used the majority of the year. On 
the other hand, the primary function of the combine is harvesting, and 
then the machine sits idle for the remainder of the year. Low utilization is 
a major reason for alternatives to combine ownership such as contracting, 
joint ventures with other farmers, or rental agreements.

Farming is an industry of tradition, where “pride of ownership” runs deep. 
However, as the agricultural industry becomes even more competitive, 
a change in mindset is occurring.  Evaluating alternatives to ownership 
may help improve operational efficiency and your overall bottom line.  
Overcoming the hurdles of conventional practices and moving toward 
“pride in profitability” is now becoming the norm.

Anthony Gasper is the Director of Planning and Logistics for MachineryLink, 
Inc. and has over 10 years of experience in the planning and scheduling of 
highly utilized assets.  Headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, MachineryLink 
provides premier combine rental programs with a state-of-the-art customer 
and maintenance support network.

Paid Advertisement
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Whole Grains 101
Whole Grains Council
Health experts advise everyone – men and women, 
young and old – that grains are a healthy necessity in 
every diet, and that it’s important to eat at least half our 
grains as “whole grains.” 

Custom Seed Cleaning & Treating

Winter Wheat

Call us for all 
your seed needs!
406.467.2557
800.572.4769
406.467.3377
PO Box 698
2380 US Highway 89
Fair�eld, Montana 59436

email: treasure@3rivers.net

Treasure
State
Seed, Inc.

Treasure
State
Seed, Inc.

Phone

Toll-Free

Fax

We are a WestBred Associate

Forage Grasses
Alfalfa   
Wheatgrasses
Lawn Mixes   
Custom MixesAP503-Clear�eld

Brawl CLP
Ledger
Falcon
Quake
Yellowstone
Willow Creek
SY Wolf
Bearpaw
Judee

But what IS a whole grain? And why does it matter?

WHOLE GRAINS

Whole grains include grains like wheat, corn, rice, 
oats, barley, quinoa, sorghum, spelt, rye – when these 
foods are eaten in their “whole” form. Whole grains 
even include popcorn!

You may already be eating whole grains. When you 
munch popcorn in the theater, or give Toasty-O’s to 
your toddler, or enjoy a bowl of hot oatmeal, you’re 
probably focusing more on the delicious taste than on 
the fact that these foods are whole grains.

ANTIOXIDANTS, VITAMINS AND MINERALS

Consumers are increasingly aware that fruits and 
vegetables contain disease-fighting phytochemicals 
and antioxidants, but they do not realize whole grains 
are often an even better source of these key nutrients.

Moreover, whole grains have some valuable 
antioxidants not found in fruits and vegetables, as well 
as B vitamins, vitamin E, magnesium, iron and fiber.

HEALTH BENEFITS OF WHOLE GRAINS

The medical evidence is clear that whole grains reduce 
risks of heart disease, stroke, cancer, diabetes and 
obesity. Few foods can offer such diverse benefits. 

People who eat whole grains regularly have a lower risk 
of obesity, as measured by their body mass index and 
waist-to-hip ratios. They also have lower cholesterol 
levels.

Because of the phytochemicals and antioxidants, people 
who eat three daily servings of whole grains have been 
shown to reduce their risk of heart disease by 25-36%, 
stroke by 37%, Type II diabetes by 21-27%, digestive 
system cancers by 21-43%, and hormone-related cancers 
by 10-40%.
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The Grain Foods Foundation (GFF) 
launched a new, interactive and 
consumer-focused website in August 
at www.GrainsForYourBrain.org. 
The digital outpost aims to offer 
shoppers, moms and those simply 
wanting to know more about their 
grain foods information from a fact-
based perspective that will help them 
feel good about their grain choices. 
The site also offers access to common 
sense advice about eating and living 
healthfully and recipes to help do so, 
and it gives readers the opportunity 
to ask questions of grain experts. The 
National Association of Wheat Growers 
works with GFF and many other wheat 
chain groups to help consumers find 
the information they want about grain-
based foods and encourages state 
organizations and farmers to incorporate 
the new site into their educational 
efforts.

Grains for Your Brain 
Launches to Offer 
Consumers Fact-
Based Grain Info
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www.wildhorseseeds.com

Montana Certi�ed Seed 
Conditioner Specializing In:

Montana Certi�ed Seed 
Conditioner Specializing In:

Cereal Grains, Grasses 
& Legumes

Cereal Grains, Grasses 
& Legumes

Have Seed Cleaned and
Treated With...

AssociateAssociate

We Also Handle Several Native & 
Introduced Grass Varieties

Custom Blending Available

We Also Handle Several Native & 
Introduced Grass Varieties

Custom Blending Available

Certi�ed Wheat VarietiesCerti�ed Wheat Varieties

1-800-228-19281-800-228-1928
Havre  Montana

Clearfield AP503 CL2 (PVP)

Clearfield Norris (PVP)

Clearfield Brawl Plus (PVP)

Rampart

Carter (PVP)

Morgan (PVP)

Yellowstone (PVP)

Decade (PVP)

Judee (PVP)

Bearpaw (PVP)

CDC Falcon (PVP)

Willowcreek (Forage)

WB Quake (PVP)

Clearfield AP503 CL2 (PVP)

Clearfield Norris (PVP)

Clearfield Brawl Plus (PVP)

Rampart

Carter (PVP)

Morgan (PVP)

Yellowstone (PVP)

Decade (PVP)

Judee (PVP)

Bearpaw (PVP)

CDC Falcon (PVP)

Willowcreek (Forage)

WB Quake (PVP)

Measured Science-Based 
Review and Collaboration Ease 
GM Wheat Concerns
Steve Mercer, US Wheat Associates

Japan’s Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
(MAFF) announced July 30, 2013, that it was resuming 
tenders for new purchases of U.S. Western White, a 
sub-class of soft white (SW) wheat. The ministry had 
suspended new purchases of Western White following 
the announcement in late May by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) that volunteer wheat plants 
with an unapproved genetically modified (GM) trait 
had been discovered in a single field in Oregon. South 
Korea’s millers also suspended U.S. wheat purchases but 
reopened its doors earlier in July. 
 
The resumption of imports by Japan and South Korea 
came as a result of thorough, science-based reviews 
of the ongoing APHIS investigation, as well as a 
sustained effort by the U.S. wheat industry, USDA 

and many others. At this time, hundreds of samples of 
U.S. wheat have been tested, yielding no evidence that 
the GM glyphosate-resistant trait identified in Oregon 
is in commercial supplies. This reaffirms the USDA 
conclusion that this was a limited, isolated incident. 
In addition, USDA made it clear that wheat with that 
specific GM trait does not pose a food safety concern, 
based on a 2004 U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) consultation. 
 
From the start, U.S. Wheat Associates (USW), the 
U.S. commercial grain trade, state wheat organizations 
and wheat farmers took this unusual situation very 
seriously. Their work helped identify and share the 
most accurate information from the ongoing APHIS 
investigation to buyers, government agencies and end 
users. Here at home, state wheat associations and the 
National Association of Wheat Growers (NAWG) kept 
local officials and congressional contacts informed 
about reactions to the APHIS investigation in overseas 
markets.  
 
In the end, the reasoned response to the incident and 
investigation by farmers, the U.S. wheat industry, USDA 
and all wheat buyers helped minimize disruptions in the 
market.   
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Japan’s MAFF intends for the time being to test all 
purchases of U.S. wheat, including hard red winter 
(HRW) and hard red spring (HRS), for the presence 
of the specific glyphosate tolerant trait found in the 
Oregon field. U.S. wheat growers and exporters have 
never failed to meet our customers’ exceptionally high 
standards for quality and we are confident they will 
continue to meet or exceed those standards. And, as 
we have done for more than 50 years, USW and its 
state wheat commission members remain completely 
committed to working with customers to help them 
make informed decisions about our crop, its quality 
and unexpected challenges that may affect their wheat 
purchases.

GMOAnswers.com Launches to 
Provide Information, Promote 
Conversation

A new online resource committed 
to providing answers, research and 
data about GMOs in agriculture – 
all in one place for the first time 
– launched in August at www.
GMOAnswers.com. The site is 
a joint initiative by ag groups 
and biotechnology companies to 

address the lack of information and the strong desire 
for conversation about biotech crops. Nearly half of 
people surveyed don’t know or aren’t sure of what a 
genetically modified crop is, and most have very little 
understanding of what GMO products are on the market 
today. This lack of knowledge can be a breeding ground 
for confusion and misconception, which GMO Answers 
is aiming to combat by inviting the public to submit 
questions and get access to information, including easy-
to-read Q and As and peer-reviewed scientific research.



SEPTEMBER 201330

When you buy a Wilson 
hopper bottom trailer, 
you are getting the top 
product in the industry. 
We never sacrifice quality, 
performance, or durability.

• Deeper front/rear aluminum channels and side rails add strength to 
the design of the trailer
• True full-length aluminum double wall construction – Adds strength 
and eliminates areas for material buildup.

• Sealed wiring system with internal ground – No excess or exposed 
wiring – Industry’s best warranty
• Smooth, unobstructed unloading – Hopper design does not require 
any cross bracing

1705-1709 Old Hardin Road • Billings, Montana 59101
406-259-2053 • Fax 406-259-4587

Email: Krrauch@krrauch.com or kevinrauch@krrauch.com

800-513-6922See this authorized full-line 
Wilson dealer for all your 
grain trailer needs.

Senators Seek Clarification on 
EPA’s SPCC Intentions
Sens. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.) and Mark Pryor (D-Ark.) 
wrote Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Administrator Gina McCarthy in late August seeking 
clarification about if the Agency believes it can enforce 
Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) 
regulations on farms retroactively following the 
expiration of a 180-day stay of the rule that ends Sept. 
22. Farmers and ranchers had been required to put 
SPCC-related plans and equipment in place by May 10 
of this year following several delays of the regulations’ 
implementation because of concerns EPA has not 
effectively communicated the requirements. 

These concerns still linger, and Congress delayed the 
rule again in a continuing resolution passed this spring. 
Once that exemption expires, farmers could be required 
to have SPCC plans in place unless new legislation 
is passed modifying the permanent rule as it relates 
to farms. A bill to do that, the FUELS Act, has been 
incorporated into the House version of the farm bill; 
similar language is also in a pending water resources 
measure.






