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The MGGA Board of Directors at the February board meeting in Lewistown

Your Leadership Working for You
By Rob Davis, MGGA President

Rob Davis

As I sit down to write up this
article, I look outside and see the
snow melting away and the water
beginning to puddle. This makes
a farmer get a touch of spring
fever. I then come to my senses
and remember that it is only the
middle of February and I live in
Northeastern Montana where we
usually don’t consider it to be
truly spring until at least April.

The MGGA leadership just returned from our annual
trip to Washington, DC. With this being an election year
and a change of leadership coming up, it was a little
different than normal. We met with all our members of
Congress and visited with them on the issues at hand
for the Montana Grain Growers. We had a great visit
with them as well at the Montana coffee, which is held
every Wednesday for anyone from Montana visiting
Washington, DC.
Crop insurance is a very important program in the
success of our producers. Without this safety net tool
Montana producers would be at great risk of financial
loss due to Mother Nature. I am certain all of you are
plenty aware of this, but we keep reminding them in
DC of how important it is. With another Farm Bill on
the horizon, we have concerns that crop insurance will
once again be on the chopping block for budget cuts.
It was great to hear that all of Montana’s congressional
members see the importance of this safety net and
are committed to fighting for the grain producers of
Montana and keeping this program viable. I urge all of
you to keep us informed of your concerns on this as we
move closer to negotiations of the next Farm Bill.
Trade programs are another important issue for our
producers. With the multi-country signing of TPP, we
urged our Senators and Representative to support the
agreement when it is sent to them for congressional
approval. Montana wheat is well known on the world
market for being of high quality and these trade
agreements are of utmost importance for getting our
Continued on page 4
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Working for You...
Each month we provide some key areas where
MGGA leaders and staff have been working on
your behalf. Here is a sampling of important
issues and activities for February 2016:
At the winter meeting of the National Barley
Growers Association (NBGA) in Washington DC,
Montana growers were represented by MGGA
Director Dan Kidd and MWBC Director Buzz
Mattelin. Also attending were MGGA Director
Michelle Erickson-Jones, Executive Vice President
Lola Raska and MWBC Director Chris Kolstad
and Executive Vice President Collin Watters.
As part of an effort to increase young grower
involvement in NBGA, MGGA Officers Michelle
Erickson-Jones and Lyle Benjamin met in a
small group with USDA Deputy Secretary Krysta
Harden and with staff of the Risk Management
Agency.
All MGGA officers and EVP Raska were in
Washington, DC for the 2016 Wheat Industry
Winter Conference where they participated in
National Association of Wheat Growers (NAWG)
meetings.
While in DC, MGGA met with Montana Senators
Jon Tester and Steve Daines and Congressman
Ryan Zinke and their respective staffs.
The MGGA Board of Directors met in Lewistown
for their winter board meeting. In addition to
conducting organization business directors heard
from invited speakers including Kristen Juras,
Montana Supreme Court candidate and Lisa
Coverdale, MT NRCS State Conservationist,
Jerry Shows, Assistant State Conservationist Partnerships, and Erik Suffridge, Assistant State
Conservationist – Programs.
MGGA participated on a conference call
with representatives of the American Malting
Barley Association to discuss problems with
implementation and proposed changes to the
new Malting Barley Endorsement crop insurance
product.
MGGA EVP Raska attended a meeting organized
by the Montana Department of Ag to discuss
details of proposed pesticide fee changes and
other possible statute and rule changes regarding
pesticide use and licensing.
MGGA participated in the 2016 Montana Ag
Experiment Station Planning Conference in
Bozeman.
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grains out to the world’s buyers. While we had their
attention on trade, we also asked for their help in fixing
the ongoing problems with Canadian grading standards.
All have been in contact with the new leadership in
Canada to press for legislation that would lift barriers that
prevent our wheat from being graded as anything other
than feed when it crosses the border.
We discussed proposed regulations the EPA has
released regarding private pesticide applicator training.
If implemented, these regulations will make it more
difficult for our producers to stay compliant and keep
their employees certified. The Waters of the US rule was
discussed and there were different views from each of our
members, but, even though their approaches differ, all
want what is best for Montana agriculture.
I was very impressed with our visits with Representative
Zinke, and Senators Daines and Tester. They all have
great respect for the Montana Grain Growers Association
and look to us as a source of information which they
use to educate themselves on issues involving Montana
agriculture. Because Senator Daines has been such a
great help on some of our biggest issues, we presented
him with a National Association of Wheat Growers
Wheat Advocate Award which recognizes his dedication
to Montana’s wheat producers. And behind every great
Senator is a great staff. We also presented Senator Daines’
Ag Legislative Assistant Dan Gerig with a Friend of
Wheat award for his involvement and help on issues
involving wheat producers. We greatly appreciate the
work all of our members of Congress and their staff do
for the industry which we all love so much.
Since my return from DC, I attended a meeting in
Plentywood, organized by the Customs and Border Patrol,
regarding a “test period” of reduced hours of operation
at the Port of Raymond. We have sent letters stating our
concerns and the effect this change may have on receiving
crop inputs sourced across the border. I would love to
hear of any concerns that you may have. We have the full
support of our Congressional members on this matter as
well. Hopefully this problem is avoided and delays do not
occur in our receiving seed and fertilizer from north of the
border.
With that, I wish all of you the best in the coming year
of farming. We are in some tougher times with depressed
crop prices, but inputs are down as well. I urge all of you
to stick with a marketing plan, and not chase too many
markets. It seems when you plant according to current
market prices you are always a year behind. This is not
the first time wheat prices have been on the low side.
We survived before, and we will make it through again.
If there are any issues or comments you want us to hear,
please let me know. We must start thinking about Farm
Bill negotiations coming up and would love any member
input. As leadership, we work for you, our members.
Enjoy the coming change of seasons!
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MGGA Officers Report on DC
Meetings

Report by Past President Charlie Bumgarner
Although this was my last trip to Washington DC as a
MGGA officer, the experience of going to this city and
participating in the political process will last forever. The
people I have met and worked with have been great and
the history to be learned in DC is something every US
citizen should experience.
I concluded my chairmanship of the NAWG Joint
International Trade Policy Committee with lots of
discussion on the trade agreement between 12 countries
called the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). Hill visits
with our senators and representative from Montana
revealed that there is some push back to not deal with it
right now but to wait instead until the lame duck session
following the 206 elections. This trade agreement has
all the appearance of being very good for Montana
agriculture and especially down the road for wheat. It
would reduce tariffs and give us more access to markets
in countries that we don’t currently deal with. There
have been several other countries not originally included
in the agreement that have expressed interest in joining. I
would encourage all to touch base with our congressmen
and ask for their support.
Another topic discussed in my committee was Canada’s
grading of US grain and their variety restrictions that
make it hard for the Montana producer to participate in
their markets. Cam Dahl, Cereals Canada, addressed the
committee and spoke to the concerns of US producers’
efforts to get grains accepted in Canada in the same way
that Canadian grain is accepted in the US. With recent
changes in Canada’s administration the commodity
groups will have to start over on legislative efforts to
change their grading structure. It will be a slow process
but they are working on it.
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Report by Vice President Tom Butcher
I participated in the Research and Technology and Joint
Biotech Committee meetings while at NAWG meetings
in DC. There are many exciting new innovations in
the Genome Sequencing Project which will enable
more rapid crossing of new wheat varieties. A genome
includes all genetic and hereditary information possessed
by an organism. Wheat is a difficult genome to sequence.
In comparison, genomes are measured in Mega-Bases
(MB), and wheat contains 17000 MB, humans have
3000 MB, and barley has 5000 MB. It sounds like by the
end of this year the work should be completed and wheat
will be completely sequenced.
The committee heard a presentation from the US
Department of Energy on an advanced research project
called ARPA-E, a new funding source for agriculture
research devoted to cleaning up the effects of fossil
fuels. Findings were presented on the Phenotype
program for finding superior plants among all the plants
in a test plot or High Thoroughput Plant Breeding which
would offer a way of finding high yielding plants to
propagate. We are hearing more and more about how
far wheat research is lagging behind in funds needed to
make wheat more profitable. For example, we learned
that for every ten dollars spent on corn, only seventy
cents are spent on wheat research.
In the Joint Biotech Committee meeting we heard from
the President of Cereals Canada. He discussed the issue
of establishing a low level presence of GMO in exports
and what could be done to change the detrimental
grading of US grains exported to Canada. The American
Seed Trade Association CEO reported to the committee
on new plant breeding techniques and Syngenta reported
on their company’s sale to China - the company will still
be based in Switzerland; Agripro will remain the same
and will focus on developing hybrid wheat.
Report by Treasurer Michelle Erickson-Jones
This year’s trip to DC was a new experience for me.
I have been to Washington before and I was there last
year with MGGA – however this was the first time I
had traveled with an infant. Will did great and the week
would not have been possible if Travis had not been able
to come with us. We were in Washington for a full week
to attend both the National Barley Growers Association
and National Association of Wheat Growers meetings
along with various meetings on the Hill and at USDA.
The National Barley Growers Association meetings were
very interesting. This was the first time I had attended
any of their meetings. It is slightly different than NAWG
board meetings because industry partners are part of the
NBGA board. The meetings were informative and it was
Continued on page 8
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great to meet some of the other board members. NBGA
also is placing greater emphasis on bringing in younger
growers – each state brought a young grower (part of
the reason I attended the meetings). As part of their
emphasis on younger growers they arranged meetings
for us with Deputy Secretary Krysta Harden and with
Brandon Willis’ staff at RMA.
Lyle Benjamin and I attended both meetings at USDA.
It is always a great experience to participate in meetings
with influential members of USDA – especially small
focus group type meetings. We were able to discuss
a wide array of topics with Deputy Secretary Harden
including Young and Beginning Farmer Loans. Idaho’s
barley growers joined us for our meeting with the
RMA and we were able to discuss the new Malt Barley
Endorsement.
Overall it was another successful trip to Washington DC
with a week packed full of networking, meetings, and
new experiences.
Report by Secretary Lyle Benjamin
There are a number of impressions I gained while
traveling with MGGA leadership to Washington DC
for the first time. I took the opportunity to visit the
Lincoln Memorial upon arriving. President Lincoln
was an extraordinarily wise man who well understood
the importance of principled leadership, clear
communication and having well defined national policy
goals.
Similarly, after having seen and worked with MGGA
leadership in action over the last several years, Montana
clearly shines as an articulate, well informed grain
organization working with purpose to shape farm,
transport and trade policies that are of the greatest
benefit to US wheat growers. That purpose is greatly
assisted by excellent relationships and honest and
open dialogue with Senators Daines and Tester and
Representative Zinke. While our views may not always
match, the conversation is such that we know where
each other stand, and we can count on full support on ag
issues that we find alignment on.
In addition to our hill visits, Michelle and I spent
some time at USDA. Conversations there revolved
around the how’s and why’s of various aspects of
Farm Bill implementation. There are several layers of
implementation, so having a seat at the table and a clear
message at the national level is very important. RMA
continues to tweak the Malt Barley Endorsement in
attempt to build a product that is fraud proof, affordable,
and provides quality protection across a variety of
contract types.
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One of the clear lessons of the ARC-CO farm program
unveiling is that farmers really need to be accurate and
diligent in filling out and returning NASS surveys. The
numbers that are turned in are the numbers that ARCCO payments are based on. One of the unintended
consequences is that the formerly optional NASS
surveys are now a key piece of information, as fully
important as your RMA crop production report.

MGF Acknowledges
Memorial Donations
In the past year, The Montana Grains Foundation
has received memorial donations from Gregory
Holt of Great Falls in memory of David Mattson
and from Scott and Pam Griswold of Bridger in
memory of Dan Roddy of Fort Benton. MGF is
grateful for the support and expresses deepest
sympathy to the Mattson and Roddy families in
the loss of their loved ones.

For All Your Spring
Seed Needs.
WHEAT VARIETIES

KELBY (PVP) • GUNNISON (PVP)
VIDA (MSU) • DUCLAIR
BARLEY VARIETIES
HOCKETT • A.C. METCALFE
HAYBET HAYBLY

C
S
O

OATS AND PEA
OTANA OATS • DAYTONA GREEN PEA
MONTECH 4152 YELLOW PEAS
MONTECH 4193 YELLOW PEAS
We have Grass and Alfalfa on hand.

HSC

Heartland
Seed Company

406-423-5600
101 Indian Butte Road Moccasin, MT 59462
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ON TRACK
Back to the Future
Lochiel Edwards, TTMS Group
Last month, I was at BNSF headquarters for a meeting
with rail management and representatives of soy, wheat,
corn, and other commodities. We spent a good deal of
time educating one another about our businesses, and
looking for ways to work together on common problems
and common opportunities.

But, our baling wire solution was to build ramps on the
uphill side of those bins to get that Mayrath where it
needed to be. I will tell you, wrapping and pulling the
starter rope on that Briggs while perched on a ladder
which balanced on those ramps would not be OSHAapproved today!
Of course, that bin problem was eventually solved with
bigger, newer auger technology. We bought our first
10-inch in 1970 - a very smooth-running Bazooka with
internal bearings on the flighting. The problem was that
it took two men and a small boy to move the thing. I
had the bright idea of mounting it on the frame of one of
those old Massey 90s to make the perfect self-propelled
auger, which turned out to be another unfortunate pairing
of the Jetsons and the Flintstones.

Due in part to the $16 billion it has spent in the last 3
years on infrastructure, BNSF Railway is likely running
the finest railroad in the world. Over half the grain cars
loaded in this nation are pulled on BNSF, and they do it
well. Their attitude is to build for future demand, rather
than only addressing current needs. This, of course,
is easier to do when you are not in crisis management
mode.

At our recent meeting with BNSF Railway, we spent
a few minutes discussing the railroads’ development
of Positive Train Control, the new automated safety
system mandated by Congress. Farmers can relate
to this, as the PTC uses GPS and computer controls
to guide the operation of locomotives - similar to so
much of our new farm equipment. We can also relate to
railroad frustration with the weaknesses or missing links
discovered when anything bigger and better is thrown
into the mix. My tractor sometimes wanders off-course
or shuts down for no good reason, requiring an update
of software or sometimes a length of baling wire. BNSF
has experienced some of the same.

I witnessed these dynamics from my earliest days on
the Edwardsfarm, with baling wire (no duct tape in
those days) in some areas, and some futuristic planning
in others. A mix of both of these in the same operation
created the best opportunity for a learning experience.

I’m guessing it shall always be thus - blending
new technology into an established system reveals
weaknesses that we do not foresee. My current project
is installation of Auto-Steer on my Honda Trail 90, and
there are problems.

In the early 50s the management at Edwardsfarm
decided to buy two new Massey Harris 90 Special
combines. Let’s put this in the futuristic category.
But, since we were in the cow business too, we pulled
homemade wooden straw bunchers behind those shiny
red combines. This third-world approach to gathering
feed for the cattle was made even more primitive when
it was discovered that a small boy could pull the rope on
the buncher to dump it when full. Kitchen chairs were
bolted on the back of those Masseys, above the straw
walkers, and the children were instructed to stay seated
and “don’t fall off, or we’ll have to stop the combine.”
My father loved putting up buildings of all types. In the
60s, he went on a bin spree, and put up a number of new
6600 bushel Butler bins. These were a pretty good-sized
bin at the time, and auger technology was lagging. Our
biggest and best auger was a 2 or 3 belt 6-inch Mayrath
powered by a Briggs & Stratton engine. No way was that
auger going to reach the peak for filling our new bins.
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MWBC Director Chris Kolstad
Elected to USW Board
Ledger farmer Chris Kolstad has
been elected Secretary-Treasurer
of U.S. Wheat Associates.
Kolstad is the fourth generation of
his family to farm in Montana’s
Golden Triangle. He and his
wife Vicki have four children,
including their son Cary who is
a partner in their operation. They
grow hard red winter wheat, dark
northern spring wheat and durum,
plus barley and dry peas.

USW’s mission is to “develop, maintain, and expand
international markets to enhance the profitability of
U.S. wheat producers and their customers.” USW
activities in more than 100 countries are funded
with producer checkoff dollars managed by 18 state
wheat commissions and USDA/Foreign Agricultural
Service cost-share programs. USW maintains 17
offices strategically located around the world to help
wheat buyers, millers, bakers, wheat food processors
and government officials understand the quality,
value and reliability of all six classes of U.S. wheat.
The Montana Wheat and Barley Committee is a
producer funded and directed check-off organization
for wheat and barley growers in the state. Its mission
is to protect and foster the health and prosperity of
the Montana wheat and barley industry.

As District 3 Director of the Montana Wheat & Barley
Committee appointed by Governor Steve Bullock,
Kolstad has represented Montana on the USW board
since 2012. He is also a member of the Montana Grain
Growers Association and Montana Farm Bureau. His
community leadership includes serving on his local
school board and as treasurer of his family’s church.
“This is a tremendous opportunity for one of our Wheat
and Barley Committee Directors to share Montana
wheat growers’ perspective and advocate on behalf of
our state. Director Kolstad’s understanding of the U.S.
wheat industry and his experience as a multi-generational
farmer will benefit Montana wheat growers,” said
Governor Steve Bullock.
“The Montana Grain Growers Association is very
pleased with the election of Chris Kolstad to the USW
officer team. As a long-time Montana grain producer and
MWBC director, Chris recognizes that our local markets
are highly dependent on the export market development
priorities of USW. His expertise and insight will serve
our growers well,” stated Lola Raska, Executive Vice
President of the Montana Grain Growers Association.
“Wheat has paid the bills on my family’s farm for 100
years and I want to thank the board for giving me the
opportunity to give something back to this country’s
wheat industry,” Kolstad said. “I look forward to
working with USW’s directors and staff, as well as with
the National Association of Wheat Growers, to make sure
U.S. wheat remains the world’s top choice for quality
and value.”
Kolstad is currently in his second term with the Montana
Wheat and Barley Committee, and has recently served as
Chairman. His term as Secretary-Treasurer will begin in
July of 2016.
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Mike Rydell, MGGA Director-at-Large
McMeel Crop Insurance, Great Falls, 406-453-1580
Important Dates:
3.15.16 Spring Sales Closing:
• This is the deadline to make any changes to your
Spring Crops (Barley, Peas, etc.)
• This is the deadline to sign up for Whole Farm
Revenue Coverage as well
Estimated Projected Prices:
• Barley $3.33 (Price Discovery is 2/1 - 2/29)
• Spring Wheat $5.14 (Price Discovery is 2/1 - 2/29)
• Durum $5.73 (Price Discovery is 2/1 - 2/29)
MBE - Malt Barley Endorsement:
• 60 Days: “All samples of farm stored production
used to determine insurable quality deficiencies
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under this endorsement must be obtained in
accordance with the Quality Adjustment Statements
of the Special Provisions, but not later than 60 days
after the end of the insurance period, otherwise such
production will not be adjusted for quality.”
• Optional Units & Production: Section 8 (c) of the
MBE states: (2) All production from any unit of
malting barley in-excess of the amount under contract
for that unit will be included as production to count for
another unit if such production meets the terms of the
contract for the other unit.
CLU - Common Land Unit:
• Be sure to report your acres by CLU from here
on out. Starting in 2017, if acreage reports are not
reported by CLU, they will be rejected.
There are more items of interest in Crop Insurance; this
is by no means a fully comprehensive list. You should be
having a discussion with your crop insurance agent on
how the program affects your operation directly.
Good luck to everyone this Winter/Spring.
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March 15 Deadline for 2016
NAP Coverage
Montana FSA
FSA reminds Montana farmers and ranchers that March
15 is the sales closing deadline for 2016 spring crops
covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP).
NAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers
when natural disasters cause catastrophic loss of
production (low yield) or prevented planting of an
eligible noninsurable crop by providing coverage
equivalent to the catastrophic risk protection level of
crop insurance. In the event of a natural disaster, NAP
provides catastrophic level (CAT) coverage based on
the amount of loss that exceeds 50 percent of expected
production at 55 percent of the average market price
for the crop. The 2014 Farm Bill authorized additional
coverage levels ranging from 50 to 65 percent of
production, in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the
average market price. This additional “buy-up” coverage
must be elected by a producer by the application closing
date. Producers who elect additional coverage must pay
a premium in addition to the service fee. Crops intended
for grazing are not eligible for additional coverage.

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University
and the University of Illinois to create an online tool
at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to
determine whether their crops are eligible for federal
crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of
protection for their operation.
A copy of a Montana NAP factsheet is available at:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov. For more information on NAP
and other FSA programs, contact your local FSA office
and visit Montana FSA online at www.fsa.usda.gov/
mt. Additional resources are available at the Montana
State University (MSU) Extension Farm Bill Website at:
http://www.msuextension.org/farmpolicy/nap.html.

Eligible producers can apply for coverage at their
local FSA office using form CCC-471, Application for
Coverage. Producers must file the application and pay
the applicable service fee on or before the application
closing date for the applicable crop. The service fee is
the lesser of $250 per crop or $750 per producer per
administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,875 for
a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.
Beginning farmers or ranchers, limited resource
producers, and underserved farmers, including minorities
and women, are eligible for a waiver of the service fee
and a 50 percent premium reduction when they file form
CCC-860, “Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource
and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Certification.” If you
have questions regarding beginning, limited resource,
and underserved producer definitions and eligibility,
please contact your local FSA office.
NAP is available on commercially-produced agricultural
commodity crops for which the catastrophic risk
protection level of crop insurance is not available. If the
Risk Management Agency (RMA) offers coverage for a
specific crop and intended use in the county, then NAP
coverage is not available for that crop.

PIONEER
AGRICULTURAL SOLUTIONS
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Ask Jake About
Great Lease Rates

378 Briar Place
Belgrade, MT 59714

406-270-8630

406-388-2335
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NAWG Applauds Introduction of
Biotech Labeling Bill
National Association of Wheat Growers praised the
introduction of a proposal by Senate Agriculture
Chairman Pat Roberts and called for urgent action from
the Committee to move legislation.
Vermont’s mandatory law requiring on-package labels of
foods containing ingredients that have been genetically
modified takes effect in July, and unless Congress acts
swiftly, families, farmers and food companies will face
chaos in the market and higher costs. Multiple studies
have shown that the associated costs with Vermont’s
GMO-labeling law and a subsequent patchwork of
state laws will cost American families hundreds of
dollars more in groceries each year – with low-income
Americans being hit the hardest.
“A patchwork of state-by-state food labeling is
unworkable, so it is urgent that Congress take action
on the national issue of transparent food labeling,” said
NAWG President Brett Blankenship, wheat grower
from Washtucna, WA. “Wheat growers are grateful to
Chairman Roberts for his leadership to find a commonsense, uniform national food labeling standard, and we
look forward to working to ensure this legislation is
approved by Congress as quickly as possible.”

years ago. USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) hopes to accelerate the development
of new crop traits considered to be of little risk to
the environment, as well as determine regulatory
requirements for specific new breeding techniques, such
as gene editing.
New breeding techniques are valuable to breeders as
the technology continues to advance, especially to
public breeders of wheat who are excited to incorporate
the technology into their respective programs. These
techniques vastly differ from biotechnology, as currently
defined, which adheres to strict regulation and serves as
one tool of many for a breeder to use when overcoming
challenges related to plant pests and nutritional
improvements for the consumer.
The USDA Notice of Intent specifies broadly a process
of analyzing new crop traits and determining which class
of traits would be subject to regulation. APHIS requested
public comments to “further define the scope of the
alternatives and environmental impacts and issues for
APHIS to consider.”

NEW
For 2016

Planetar
y
Drive

Chairman Roberts’ proposal brings consistency and
transparency to the marketplace, and will ensure
consumers have access to more product information
than ever before without stigmatizing a safe, proven
technology that is a central part of modern farming.
NAWG encourages growers to contact their senators and
representatives.

USDA APHIS Notice of Intent on
Biotechnology Regulation
The U.S. Department of Agriculture published a Notice
of Intent in the Federal Register, indicating plans to
prepare an environmental impact statement on the
introduction of biotechnology products. The goal of
the Notice is to identify “reasonable alternatives and
potential issues to be evaluated in the environmental
impact statement” as well as to redefine the term
“biotechnology”. This is the first step in beginning
USDA’s overhaul of its biotechnology regulations
since its current processes were developed over thirty
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The all-new Miller NITRO 6500 features an
innovative electronically controlled twin
hydrostatic Sauer Danfoss pump system with
electronically controlled variable displacement
piston drive motors and Farifield Torque-Hub®
planetary final drives.

• GREATER TORQUE AT ALL SPEEDS
• FULL TIME TRACTION CONTROL
• ELECTRONIC CRUISE CONTROL
• PROGRAMMABLE SPEED RANGES
• INTEGRATED SPEED LIMITING
• ANTI-STALL FEATURE

The new propulsion system is seamlessly
integrated to provide optimum drive
performance.

POWER WHEN YOU NEED IT
Powered by a proven Cummins® QSL 8.9L
turbo diesel with 380 (400 peak) horse power

REVOLUTIONARY PROPULSION SYSTEM

PIONEER
AGRICULTURAL SOLUTIONS

10200 Wallowa Lake Highway
La Grande, OR 97850

84083 Alpine Ln
Joseph, OR 97846

378 Briar Place
Belgrade, MT 59714

206 W. Main St
Dayton, WA 99328

541-963-9378

541-432-9378

406-388-2335

509-382-3022
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C A P I T O L C O M M E N T S

Senator Steve Daines
Montana is home to more than 25,000 farms and ranches. Driving through our state, signs
of our strong ag heritage are at every turn. Montana ag – our state’s number one industry –
isn’t only important within our state lines. With over 80 percent of Montana-grown wheat
exported every year, Montana is literally feeding the world.
Our family farms and ranches are the backbone of our rural communities, and it’s important
that we support the next generation of Montana farmers and ranchers.
That means supporting commonsense policies that help, not hurt, our ag industry, and
removing barriers to success.
When labor disputes at the Port of Vancouver were delaying necessary grain inspections in 2014, I worked to
successfully push reforms to ensure on-time grain inspections and avoid future disruptions in service.
Another important port for Montana trade is the Port of Raymond, located just north of Plentywood on the Canadian
border. It’s a central part of Montana’s trade partnership with Canada and is important to the economy not only of
Montana’s northeastern communities, but for our entire state.
In a recent letter to U.S. Customs and Border Protection Commissioner Gil Kerlikowske, I again criticized CBP for
their short-sighted plan to terminate the Port of Raymond’s 24/7 operating status. Moving forward, I will continue to
work to stop CBP’s efforts to reduce the port’s operating hours.
I’m honored to work on behalf of Montana’s farmers and I want to thank the MGGA for recognizing me as a strong
partner with the Wheat Advocate Award on behalf of the National Association of Wheat Growers.
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Urea Volatilization Facts
By CG Ag Consulting
Nitrogen fertilizer costs are always a concern to
producers. Management practices that minimize
ammonia volatilization (loss of N to the atmosphere)
allow producers to get the most out of nitrogen (N)
fertilizer dollars. These practices can increase yields,
protein and profit. Ideally, ammonia and ammonium
based fertilizers, including urea, are applied shortly
before peak plant growth. However, this may not always
be practical; therefore, urea is often applied in fall or
winter. Unfortunately, N loss to volatilization can be
substantial from urea applied during fall and winter.
MSU field trials found up to 44% of the applied N could
be lost from urea broadcast between October and April,
with an average loss of 18%. Losses were highest when
urea was surface broadcast on a moist surface, including
snow, with no rain or only sprinkles for the following 2
to 3 weeks.
If at all possible, urea should not be broadcast in
situations that promote significant volatilization.
Incorporating urea within 1 to 2 days after application
with equipment or irrigation can reduce losses. Applying
urea immediately in front of air-drills does not provide
enough incorporation to decrease volatilization. In place
of tillage, a ½-inch irrigation or rainfall event is needed
to move urea deep enough into the soil to minimize
volatilization. Such rain events are not very common
or predictable in dryland production. Furrow irrigation
may exacerbate urea’s volatilization by dissolving urea
without pushing it down into the soil.
Some alternatives to incorporation include: adding
compounds to surface applied urea such as N-(n-butyl)
thiophosphoric triamide (NBPT, the active ingredient
in Agrotain® and some other products) that inhibit
fertilizer transformations, or using urea ammonium
nitrate (UAN, 28-0-0 or 32-0-0), calcium ammonium
nitrate (27-0-0), or a controlled or slow release fertilizer
(e.g., polymer coated urea, comparative data not
available), which have lower volatilization potential.
Urea seed-placed (max 10 lb N/acre), mid-row banded,
or subsurface banded (in buffered or calcareous soils)
at least 2 inches deep, has little volatilization loss. On
thatch or residue, UAN is better applied as a surface
band than foliar spray.

High risk conditions for Urea volatilization are:
• Moist soil, heavy dew, or high humidity
• Little precipitation in the forecast
• Wind
• High soil pH (>7.0)
• High soil temperature (>50 F)
• Frozen soil
• Crop residue, perennial thatch or sod
• Coarse textured soil (sandy)
• Poorly buffered soils (low organic matter, low
bicarbonate content)
The risk of volatilization increases as the number
of high risk conditions increase, with soil moisture
likely being the most important.
Summary of Urea Management Practices to
Minimize Volatilization:
• Delay application under high risk conditions
• Incorporate within 1 – 2 days after application
with:
Tillage (>2 inches deep)
Irrigation or rainfall (>1/2 inch in a single event)
• Subsurface band (>2 inches deep) or seedplace
• Add NPBT to surface applied urea
• Use a controlled-released N fertilizer
• Consider and alternate N source such as UAN,
calcium ammonium nitrate or ammonium sulfate
Fertilizer Facts:
Cold weather conditions do not provide protection
against large NH3 losses from surface-applied urea.
NH3 losses from urea were greater from applications in
November to March compared to April. Avoid applying
urea to soil surfaces that are wet or high in moisture
content and frozen. Urea applications onto fields with
a modest snowpack can also result in large NH3 loss
(greater than 20% of applied N). Volatilization losses
from urea can be mitigated by applying urea to dry soil
surfaces, and by using urease inhibitor products such as
Agrotain®.
* Facts and figures are from different publications from
Montana State University.

A number of soil and climate factors interact to affect
ammonia volatilization from N fertilizers. As a result,
it is difficult to predict precisely how much N will be
lost in a given situation. Management alternatives are
available to ensure the N applied gets used by the crop
rather than lost to the air.
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MSU to Host Montana Broadcast
of Woman in Agriculture
Conference

Administration's Proposed
FY 2017 Budget Invests in
Research, Cuts Crop Insurance

Montana State University
Extension, in cooperation
with Northwest Farm
Credit Services, will host
the Montana broadcast of
the fifth annual Women in
Agriculture Conference on
Saturday, March 19.
This one-day webinar
is presented remotely
by Washington State
University Extension and
takes place simultaneously
at 31 locations throughout Washington, Idaho, Oregon,
Montana and Alaska. The conference is interactive
and was developed to empower women in agriculture
to achieve goals and manage risk through education,
networking and technology.

On February 9, President Obama unveiled his FY
2017 budget request, which kicked off the FY
2017 appropriations process in Congress. Cabinet
secretaries are now in the process of testifying before
Appropriations Subcommittees in the House and
Senate to discuss their budget justifications. Agriculture
Secretary Vilsack appeared before the House Agriculture
Appropriations Subcommittee to defend the budget
request for the Department of Agriculture. Those
subcommittees will then work to draft and consider their
own appropriations bills.
Within the realm of agriculture, the budget request
includes a significant increase in funding for USDA’s
Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI).
Specifically, the Administration’s proposal nearly
doubles funding for AFRI to the Farm Bill-authorized
level of $700 million, allocating $375 million in

Presenters include Wendy Knopp and Michael Stolp with
Northwest Farm Credit Services and Shelly Boschart
Davis, a farmer who lives in Oregon. The theme is
“Power Up Your Farm.”

Protecting
Tomorrows,

The conference will be broadcast in room 231 of Linfield
Hall, also known as the CHS Room, on the MSU
campus. Local hosts are Kate Binzen Fuller and Keri
Hayes with MSU Extension and Aimee Roberts with
Northwest Farm Credit Services.

Today.

Bozeman is the only Montana conference location.
Participation is limited to 40. General registration,
through March 18, is $30. Lunch will be provided.
Scholarships are available for college agriculture
students and beginning farmers, 4-H and FFA members,
or those needing assistance. To apply for a scholarship go
to http://womeninag.wsu.edu.
A block of hotel rooms at the Best Western Plus Grantree
Inn has been reserved for the conference. The cost is
$89 plus tax per room. Participants should mention the
Women in Ag conference when booking. The hotel will
have a shuttle service to bring participants to MSU for
the event.
For more information and to register, visit http://
womeninag.wsu.edu or http://www.brownpapertickets.
com/event/2498710.
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discretionary spending and $325 million in mandatory
funding.
In addition to a significant investment in agricultural
research, the request includes full funding for
conservation programs. Furthermore, to lay the
foundation for the hopeful elimination of the Cuban
embargo, the Administration requests funding to place
five USDA employees at the new embassy in Cuba to
promote American agricultural products.
Unfortunately, the Administration is once again
proposing severe cuts to crop insurance. Specifically,
the budget would cut $18 billion (over ten years) by
reducing the premium subsidy for policies with the
Harvest Price Option (HPO) by ten percentage points
and by reducing the subsidy for particular prevented
planting options. The Administration has proposed
similar cuts in the past, which have been rejected by
Congress. However, the inclusion of this provision
continues to underscore the need for grassroots
engagement by farmers across the country to defend the
crop insurance program and Title 1 during the upcoming
appropriations process.

Shining a Light on Women in
Agriculture One Photo at a Time
“Where are the women?” was
not an existential question
Marji Guyler-Alaniz asked
herself one day after leaving
her corporate job of 11 years.
Rather it was a realization
that the imagery - and perhaps even the perception - of
the American farmer needed an update.
This realization happened simply enough after watching
a Super Bowl commercial - the one that featured Paul
Harvey’s iconic speech, “So, God made a farmer.” As
a photographer, Guyler-Alaniz admired the beautiful
scenes depicted, but noticed that there were very few
pictures of women despite the fact that they represent 30
percent of all producers in the country.
“It’s common knowledge that women are an integral
part of nearly every farm in America, but we don’t see
that,” Guyler-Alaniz explained during a presentation
Continued on page 24
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in February at the annual meeting of the American
Association of Crop Insurers and the National Crop
Insurance Services. “So, I decided it was time to change
that.”
So the mother of two kick-started a new cause and career
where she travels around the country snapping active
shots of women producers and showcasing them on a
website cleverly named, FarmHer.
“Because what better way is there to show people how
actively involved women are in agriculture than to put
the images out there,” Guyler-Alaniz stated to the group
as she scrolled through a PowerPoint production filled
with some of her favorites.
In three years’ time, she has photographed more than
100 women farmers and ranchers as they completed
their everyday chores on the farm. She has many
others volunteering to join the cause. She has been
featured in countless news articles ranging from The
Oprah Magazine to The Des Moines Register. And,
most importantly to her, the effort has grown into an
online community for women to share experiences and
celebrate the determined spirit of the woman farmer and
rancher.
Guyler-Alaniz hopes that FarmHer inspires young
people, particularly young women, to choose farming
as a profession especially as the average age of farmers
continues to creep upward.
“We need more people going into food production.
And, I hope the photographs create an awareness and an
appreciation - that those women who work in agriculture
have value.”
It’s a “lofty goal” to change common perceptions she
readily admits, but one that she is fully committed to lest
anyone dare ask, “Where are the women in agriculture?”
A quick Google search will reveal that one can find them
- easily - on the farm.

Markets Still Rely on U.S. Wheat
for Quality, Variety
US Wheat Associates
Circumstances in today’s global wheat market are
generating some breathless headlines. Plentiful wheat
supplies, a strong U.S. dollar and record low freight rates
are making it possible for Black Sea region, Canadian
and Argentine exporters to sell more of their wheat at
low prices in more markets around the world. While it
is accurate to say U.S. wheat export volume is down,
predictions of U.S. wheat becoming a second tier source
of wheat rely on old perspectives of what is now a
changing and highly segmented world market.
Total world wheat use and global wheat trade is growing
and has set records in two of the past three marketing
years. Much of that sustained growth is happening in
markets that demand diverse types of wheat to produce
premium ingredients in high-quality products. Unlike
other wheat exporting countries and regions, U.S.
farmers do not produce “generic” wheat. They supply six
distinct wheat classes with excellent functional qualities
and value for specific uses in specific end-product wheat
foods.
That is why even under the current conditions, U.S.
wheat exports are steadily increasing in markets that
demand high quality. This is especially true in Asia and
Latin America. These regions imported about 10 MMT
of U.S. wheat in 1985/86, about 15 MMT in 2000/01 and
just under 20 MMT in 2014/15. USW is seeing longterm value in these emerging markets and is adjusting
its resources to help meet customers’ needs. In addition,
customers recognize the U.S. wheat supply chain as the
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most reliable in the world; U.S. wheat buyers know they
will face no risk from export taxes or other arbitrary
government interventions.
It is a market development strategy that also provides
value to U.S. farmers in the form of higher prices for
their wheat compared to farmers in most competing
countries.
“Trade paper headlines seem to imply the world wheat
market is some kind of public competition - a race to see
which country can claim the largest exporter position.
I do not see it that way,” said USW Vice President of
Overseas Operations Vince Peterson. “Selling wheat
with consistently higher quality and a greater diversity
of end-use applications is more complicated than a
low-price strategy, but I think it is worthwhile for our
overseas customers and our farmers.”
“We believe markets tend to correct themselves,” said
USW President Alan Tracy. “Given population growth
in markets that cannot grow their own wheat, increasing
disposable incomes and growing demand for premium
flour products in the quality markets we serve best, we
are optimistic about future U.S. wheat production and
exports.”

Farmers and Ranchers: The
Original Conservationists

Conservation program restores wildlife; helps
farmers care for land, air, water
Val Dolcini, Farm Service Agency Administrator
The modern environmental conservation movement
is one that has brought awareness and conservation
practices to many urban audiences. To some, it probably
seems like a recent shift in American thinking.
But American farmers and ranchers throughout rural and
tribal lands were the original conservationists, wasting
nothing and preserving as much as possible. And in
recent decades, they’ve produced some amazing results
that everyone should know about as a result of the
USDA Conservation Reserve Program, or CRP.
This relatively young program, in farming terms, just
entered its 30th year. CRP is a voluntary program where
farmers remove environmentally-sensitive land from
production for 10 to 15 years. Farmers re-establish
Continued on page 26
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key plant species, like approved grasses or trees, to
improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and create
wildlife habitat. In return, farmers receive modest annual
payments.

Farm Share of Retail Price Down
for All-purpose White Flour

Since 1985, producers enrolled in CRP all across the
nation have been responsible for restoring 2.7 million
acres of wetlands and protecting 170,000 stream miles
- enough to go around the world seven times. This
protected water is responsible for reducing nitrogen
and phosphorus runoff by 95 and 85 percent relative to
cropland, respectively.
The program has enabled farmers and ranchers to
reduce soil erosion by more than 9 billion tons, and even
sequester 1.4 billion metric tons of greenhouse gasses equal to taking 9 million cars off the road every year.
These restoration efforts also have an amazing and
nearly immediate benefit to wildlife population, such
as ducks, pheasants, sage grouse, and the lesser prairie
chicken -- even grazing for elk and moose, improved
habitat for pollinating honeybees, and clearer streams for
trout. In one area of the northern Great Plains, known as
the Prairie Pothole Region, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service estimates that duck populations have increased
by 1.5 to 2 million ducks per year. Many outdoors
organizations also support CRP for its contribution to
recreational activities such as hunting and fishing.
There are a lot of great conservation activities across
the country, but when I think about the largest positive
impacts to the rural environment, it’s only natural that
the American farmer and rancher are at the top of the
list. To learn more about CRP, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/
CRPis30.

In 2015, the farm share of the retail price of all-purpose
white flour - the ratio of the retail price of flour to prices
received by farmers for their wheat - was 18 percent, the
lowest farm share for flour in the last decade. While the
retail price for all-purpose white flour has been relatively
steady since 2011 at 52 to 53 cents per pound, the farm
value of flour - the cost of the wheat in a pound of flour
- has fallen from 14 cents in 2012 and 2013, to 12 cents
in 2014, and to 10 cents in 2015. Abundant world wheat
supplies have pushed down prices received by farmers
for wheat in 2014 and 2015. With retail prices holding
steady, the farm share of flour’s retail price fell from 26
percent in 2013 to 23 percent in 2014, and dropped again
in 2015. More information on ERS’s farm share data
can be found at www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/pricespreads-from-farm-to-consumer.aspx.
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Call Now & Book
Your Seed Today!
Spring Wheat

Wheat Grower Organizations
Welcome TPP Signing, Look for Rapid
Congressional Review

SY Soren

(balance of high yield & protein)

WB-9879CLP • WB9668
WB 9411

Barley

The signing of the 12 nation Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) on
February 4, 2016, in New Zealand marks another step toward
putting the world’s largest free trade agreement into action.
National Association of Wheat Growers (NAWG) and U.S. Wheat
Associates (USW) welcome this step and now call for rapid
consideration and eventual ratification of TPP by Congress.

Certified AC Metcalfe
Certified Trophy

Hay Barley

Lavina • Stockford

Oats

“Wheat growers are “all-in” regarding the promise of the TransPacific Partnership,” said NAWG President Brett Blankenship,
a wheat farmer from Washtucna, Wa. “Expanding sales and
market share are important pillars to help revitalize the wheat
industry. Now the ball is in Congress’ court and NAWG urges
Congress to act quickly.”
A number of national and state wheat grower association members
visited congressional offices in February to stress their support for
the agreement. That is because wheat is the most export-dependent
grain commodity grown by U.S. farmers. South Asia and Latin
America represent growing, but highly competitive markets for
our production. When implemented, TPP will have a significant
positive impact on American wheat producers and on our country’s
export supply industry.
“We need swift consideration and approval because every day
that implementation is delayed, we face tariff disadvantages that
undercut our ability to compete in established and new markets,”
said USW Chairman Brian O’Toole, a wheat farmer from Crystal,
N.D.

Certified Otana

Peas

Austrian Winter Forage
Aragorn Green
4010 • Arvika

Triticale

Tyndal Semi-beardless

Forage Mixes
FSG Alfalfa
Pioneer Alfalfa & Corn Seed
Custom Pastures & Hay Mixes
1st Select Alfalfa
CRP Mixes
Give us a call!
Other Items
Available
Upon Request

With duty-free access under its free trade agreement with Vietnam,
for example, Australia currently enjoys a $12 to $15 per metric
ton price advantage over U.S. wheat. U.S. wheat exports are at a
tariff disadvantage in a number of other countries that want to join
TPP but cannot apply for membership until after Congress and the
governments of the 11 other countries ratify the agreement.
TPP is American agriculture’s platform for success in the
expanding global market for years to come. As soon as possible
after the implementing legislation is introduced, Congress should
complete its reviews and take its up or down vote on TPP.
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Our Neighbor's Daily Bread...
Montanans Feeding Montanans

Changing Dynamics of U.S.
Wheat Exports

Montana’s farmers
feeding Montana’s
hungry. That’s what Our
Neighbor’s Daily Bread
project is all about. As
a collaborative effort
between the Montana
Grains Foundation,
the Montana Food Bank Network and Montana grain
elevators, Our Neighbor’s Daily Bread is a wheat-toflour feeding project that gives farmers the opportunity
to donate their extra bushels of wheat. It’s then milled,
bagged and distributed to more than 200 partner agencies
in Montana, providing food for those in need.

Stephanie Bryant-Erdmann, USW Market Analyst

Any farmer can participate in the program with a cash
contribution or by donating grain at delivery. Donating
grain is a simple process – when you settle on your
delivered grain, just tell your elevator manager how
much you want to donate to ONDB. He will cut a
separate check to the Montana Grains Foundation for the
amount of bushels or cash you specify.
Visit mgga.org/about-us/montana-grains-foundation/
ondb/ or call 406-761-4596 to find out how you can help.

Over the past twenty years, roughly 10 million metric
tons (MMT) of U.S. wheat exports have shifted from
price sensitive markets to quality-driven markets.
Consumption in quality-driven markets in Southeast
Asia and Latin America increased an average 2 percent
annually over the past ten years, according to USDA.
However, the strength of the U.S. dollar continues to
weigh on U.S. exports, transforming the relatively
low prices U.S. farmers are receiving for their wheat
domestically into prices that are equal to or greater than
those paid in prior years by international buyers.
In 1995/96, the top ten destinations for U.S. wheat
included Egypt, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, whose
respective governments purchased large quantities
of wheat for subsidized food programs and strategic
reserves. Thus, these markets were very price sensitive.
While some liberalization has occurred in these markets,
subsidized food programs and strategic reserves are still
the primary uses for imported wheat.
Rounding out the top destinations in 1995/96 were
markets that value quality: Japan, Mexico, the
Philippines, South Korea, Taiwan, Nigeria and the
European Union. These markets continue to be top ten
destinations for U.S. wheat. Over the past five years,
U.S. wheat exports to these seven countries averaged
Continued on page 30
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Montana Certified Seed
Conditioner Specializing In:
Cereal Grains, Grasses
& Legumes

Have Seed Cleaned and
Treated With...

Spring Varieties
Wheat

C

S
WB Gunnison (PVP)
(PVP) O
O’Neal (PVP)
(PVP)
C

WB9879 CLP (PVP)
(PVP) SO
Vida (PVP)
(PVP)
Duclair (PVP)
(PVP)
Corbin (PVP)
(PVP)
SY Soren (PVP)

Barley
AC Metcalfe
Lavina
Haxby
Hockett (PVP)
(PVP)

Oats & Peas
Otana Oats
Austrian Peas
Hampton Green Peas

We Carry a Full Line of
Alfalfa, Grass and Cover Crop Seed
Custom Blending Available
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www.wildhorseseeds.com
Havre Montana
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12.9 MMT compared to 9.78 MMT in 1995/96, an increase of 32
percent, while total consumption increased 26 percent, indicating
increased usage and preference for U.S. wheat despite prices often
higher than from other sources.
Since 1995/96, wheat consumption in other quality-driven markets
has also grown. Southeast Asian markets, including Indonesia,
Thailand, Vietnam and Malaysia1, have grown an average 5
percent annually. U.S. exports to the region grew 27 percent to
1.47 MMT in 2014/15, according to Global Trade Atlas data.
U.S. wheat exports also increased 44 percent to Latin and South
America with 5-year average sales of 5.87 MMT compared to 4.07
MMT in 1995/96.
In 2014/15, countries from Southeast Asia and South America Indonesia, Thailand and Brazil - became top ten destinations for
U.S. wheat. In total, the top ten destinations represented 48 percent
of U.S. wheat sales during that marketing year. Countries in
Central America, including Colombia, Guatemala, Peru, Venezuela
and the Dominican Republic, were in the top 20 destinations for
U.S. wheat and accounted for another 11 percent. See the latest
USW Commercial Sales report for the resulting increases in wheat
exports to the increasingly quality-driven markets in Southeast
Asia, Latin and South America.
Despite the value these markets place on quality, the strength of
the U.S. dollar makes U.S. goods relatively more expensive for
consumers in other countries. Japan is historically the number one
buyer of soft white (SW) wheat. The average price for 9.5 max
protein SW is down 1 percent from 2014/15 at $300 per metric ton
(MT). However, the Japanese yen weakened against the U.S. dollar
year over year resulting in Japanese importers paying an average 6
percent more for 9.5 max protein SW this year. Similarly, average
12.0 protein hard red winter (HRW) prices from the Gulf have
fallen 18 percent, but U.S. HRW prices have increased an average
14 percent in Brazil due to the weakness of the Brazilian real.
The goal for any company selling a high-quality product is to
make demand for that product inelastic - an increase in price does
not have an equal decrease in quantity demanded. Put another
way, consumers have such a strong preference for the good
that increases in price result in very small decreases in quantity
demanded. Creating inelastic demand takes a combination of the
right consumers, the right product, hard work, and, in many cases,
time.
U.S. farmers continue to work on product quality, investing an
average $12 million annually on wheat research through their state
checkoff programs, according to a study done by the National
Wheat Improvement Committee in 2012. USW has also put more
focus on its marketing efforts in markets that are traditionally
quality conscious and experiencing growth, such as Japan, Mexico
and the Philippines; now, U.S. wheat farmers just need the U.S.
dollar to cooperate.
The Philippines is normally included in the Southeast Asia region, but due to the
prior reference, its exports sales were excluded from this region’s analysis.
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2016 Montana
Agricultural Experiment
Station Field Days
The Montana Agricultural Experiment
Station (MAES) invites the public to
participate in their summer field days
to learn about current research projects
influencing Montana’s agricultural
production.
Field days include facility tours,
explanations of research projects
and results, and an opportunity for
producers, legislators, and agribusiness
representatives to speak with Montana
State University scientists and Extension
agents.
Tuesday, June 21 • Central Ag Research
Center, Moccasin
Wednesday, June 22 • Northern Ag
Research Center, Havre
Thursday, June 23 • Western Triangle
Ag Research Center, Conrad
Tuesday, June 28 • Southern Ag
Research Center, Huntley
Thursday, June 30 • Eastern Ag
Research Center, Sidney
No official Field Day this year due
to construction, but will be doing a
Crop Tour of the surrounding area
• Northwestern Ag Research Center,
Creston
Thursday, July 7 • Bozeman Farms Day
– Post Farm and Horticulture Farm
Thursday, July 28 • Western Ag
Research Center, Corvallis
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