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Legislature, Weather,
Research
Tom Butcher, President

The calendar is saying that it’s
winter. It’s only Valentine’s
Day. The weatherman is
reporting that record warm
temperatures are on the way.
Looking back a couple of
weeks ago we had a month of
frigid temperatures and snow.
This has been a cold winter in
my opinion. Last winter I can
hardly remember it being cold. I
Tom Butcher
think this is normal for weather,
but one never knows what normal is anymore. In a
few months, thoughts of winter won’t be on anyone’s
minds.
I had the opportunity to see how the State Legislature
works first hand when I testified in front of the Senate
Ag Committee on SB 155, ‘The Seed Bill’. The
bill requests that the regulation of seed, fertilizer,
transportation, and everything else related to putting in
a crop, stays in the control of the state, not local cities
or counties across Montana. If farming is allowed to be
regulated on a local basis, be it city or county, the level
playing field of operating in the state of Montana will
be gone. We have the freedom of operating the same in
all parts of Montana now.
Opponents of this bill are raising the argument that
biotech wheat will come in and ruin wheat exports
out of Montana. We have been over this many times
and, as representatives of the wheat industry, we work
continually with our domestic and foreign trading
partners at all levels of government and private
industry and will not allow those markets to be
jeopardized by the introduction of any seeds until they
are approved and accepted by our customers. Putting
regulations in county and city hands is not a solution
to this issue.
Continued on page 4
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Working for You...
Each month we provide some key areas
where MGGA leaders and staff have
been working on your behalf. Here
is a sampling of important issues and
activities for February 2017:
At the winter board meeting of the National Barley
Growers Association (NBGA) in Washington, DC,
Montana growers were represented by MGGA
Director Dan Kidd and MWBC Director Buzz
Mattelin. Also attending for MGGA were Treasurer
Lyle Benjamin and Executive Vice President Lola
Raska. Participating for MWBC were Director Mike
O’Hara and Executive Vice President Collin Watters.
MGGA Vice President Michelle Erickson-Jones
participated in the Wheat Organization Leaders of
the Future training program in Washington, DC.
MGGA leaders were in Washington, DC for the
2017 Wheat Industry Winter Conference where they
took part in committee and board meetings of the
National Association of Wheat Growers.
While in DC, MGGA barley and wheat leaders met
with Montana Senators Jon Tester and Steve Daines
and their respective staffs. The wheat group also
met with the agricultural liaison for Georgia Senator
David Perdue.
The Montana Grains Foundation board of directors
met in Bozeman to attend an open house of
Endowed Chair Hikmet Budak’s MSU lab facilities
and to meet with MWBC representatives to discuss
options for value capture from products and varieties
produced by the College of Ag.

Continued from page 2

I serve on the Research and Technology Committee
for the National Association of Wheat Growers. Rapid
research advancements are being made when it comes to
improving wheat and barley. Fusarium Head Blight, or
Scab, has been a troublesome problem in North Dakota it is showing up in Montana now and threatens all wheat
and barley growers in Montana. Researchers are finding
ways to minimize the effects of this disease and ongoing
efforts will hopefully develop wheat varieties that will
completely resist the disease altogether.
The Triticeae Coordinated Agricultural Project, or
T-CAP, is an ambitious project that seeks to identify and
exploit novel genes for wheat and barley improvement
to mitigate the impacts of climate change. Through this
project, USDA scientists and university partners have
revealed genetic blueprints for wheat and barley. These
are key drivers in developing resilience to a number of
diseases, improving yields, and making wheat and barley
more tolerant to weather extremes like we have here
in Montana. I see this as great news for Montana grain
producers.
Looking forward, the MGGA winter board meeting,
to be held in Helena this year, is coming up soon. The
officers will then travel to San Antonio for NAWG
committee meetings at Commodity Classic. At a special
event recognizing the outgoing and incoming NAWG
Presidents, our good friend and former MGGA President
Gordon Stoner will conclude his service as President
of the National Association of Wheat Growers. I would
personally like to thank Gordon for his dedication and
commitment in advancing the wheat industry on behalf
of our members.

MGGA was active at the Montana legislature
testifying on several bills of importance to grain
producer members.
EVP Raska spoke to a group of Montana Ag
Statistics enumerators about MGGA and about how
the NASS data they collect plays an important role
in farm policy.
Raska participated in a steering committee meeting
to discuss details of Senator Daines’ Montana Ag
Summit 2017.
The MGGA Board of Directors met in Helena for
their winter board meeting. Directors adjourned to
attend a Senate Ag Committee hearing at the Capitol
where MGGA testified on pending legislation.
Staff met with Senator Jon Tester’s Washington, DC
ag liaison Justin Folsom and state ag director Jesse
Anderson in Great Falls.
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MGGA Officers Report on D.C.
Meetings
Report by Vice President Michelle Erickson-Jones
My week in Washington D.C. started early as I attended
the Wheat Organization Leaders of the Future (WOLF)
training. The workshop is sponsored by Bayer and the
National Association of Wheat Growers and began
several days before the winter meetings commenced.
It was a great couple of days filled with quite a bit of
information about the inner workings of the wheat
organizations along with lobbying and advocacy
training. This year I attended both WILOT (in midNovember) and WOLF and both events were invaluable
experiences. I am always appreciative when I am at
these trainings that MGGA allows their junior officers to
travel and experience NAWG events before we officially
become NAWG board members commencing with our
Vice President year.
Meetings with Congressional members and at the
Joint Winter Conference filled the rest of the week,
highlighted by the Joint International Trade Policy
(JITPC) and Domestic and Trade Policy Committee
(DTPC) meetings. I am vice-chairman for the JITPC and
our meeting was filled with trade updates from USDA
and congressional staffers. While there is still a large
amount of uncertainty regarding trade and the Trump
administration, it is clear we are looking at a new trade
policy agenda focused on bilateral agreements. We are
hopeful we will be able to quickly pursue new bilateral
agreements with our important trading partners.
The DTPC as always has a full agenda as we ramp up
farm bill negotiations. We are working quickly to finalize
our priorities with a goal of having them completed
in a few short weeks at Commodity Classic. We also
had important discussions regarding crop insurance
especially on how quality losses and current discount
schedules are working. This is a complex issue that
will require extensive research and further work by the
committee before we officially develop NAWG policy
and a plan of action.
Report by Treasurer Lyle Benjamin
Winter NAWG Meetings are always interesting. For
one thing, they take place in Washington, D.C. And
they seem to be the meetings where the best farm policy
discussion takes place. It is also the first NAWG meeting
for the incoming MGGA Secretary, and therefore is fun
watching the new officer seeing what the national level
of farm policy looks like.
I spent the first couple days at National Barley Growers
Association meetings. NBGA has very similar farm
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bill priorities to MGGA- unsurprising, given the
commonality of the two crops. As you can imagine, the
new Trump administration message on NAFTA and TPP
was a very hot topic at not only NBGA, but also with
NAWG and on Capitol Hill when we visited Senators
Daines and Tester. Barley stands to be broadly affected
with a renegotiation of NAFTA. Our malt and feed
barley sells to Mexico and comes back as either imported
beer or fed beef.
Senator Daines was very open to our thoughts on the
upcoming farm bill, and specifically requested farm input
on how the proposed Border Adjustment Tax would
affect farm country. It is a novel tax concept that is used
in different ways by almost every country in the world,
except the U.S. It will take some study, as there are a lot
of moving pieces, and the details will be very important.
With a new administration, there are new political
realities. Trade has become a huge topic in the farm
community, and both of our Senators talked about its
importance during our visit. There is definitely some
realignment of priorities happening in D.C. right now,
and we will need to leverage those as we address the
economic and market problems that are limiting wheat
exports. Farming has always been fun, but farm policy is
entering a very dynamic phase, and it is great to be in the
driver’s seat!
Report by Secretary Vince Mattson
Hello MGGA members, it is an honor to be writing my
first words to the membership as my new role on the
MGGA officer board gets off to a great start. In January
I had the privilege of joining the MGGA team on my
first trip to Washington D.C. where I had to actually
work. While I’ll admit I was a little uneasy as to how
the process works and what was expected of me, Lola
and the crew made it very easy to get into the swing of
things.
The first full day consisted of committee meetings and I
witnessed first hand the beginnings of key pieces to put
together for the upcoming farm bill. Each committee
was instructed to put together a list of essential tasks for
NAWG directors to massage into specific action items to
take into the negotiation process. The following day we
had the pleasure of meeting with Montana’s Senators.
Both Senator Tester and Senator Daines and their staff
were very welcoming and extremely attentive as to what
Montana wheat producers really need in this next farm
bill.
That evening Senator Roberts’s (KS-Senate Ag
Committee Chairman) agricultural aide joined some
of the MGGA officers and others for dinner. Again, it
was exciting see the inner workings of how ideas and
strategies are formulated and brought into action. Each
Continued on page 6
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Continued from page 5

night there were social events that allowed us time to
meet and form relationships with congressional aides,
NAWG officers and staff, and other wheat growers from
other states.
In closing, my first “working trip” to D.C. was
inspirational. Agriculture, and specifically wheat, has
a very profound story going into this farm bill. I left
feeling confident that, with input from MGGA, the
NAWG team will develop a specific plan of attack to
effectively tell that story and achieve what Montana
wheat producers need to be successful in the future.
Report by Past President Rob Davis
As I made my final trip to Washington D.C. with the
MGGA delegation, I was once again reminded of
the great partnerships this organization has made in
that city. As we head into a new administration, our
political leaders from Montana that spend every day in
the battlefields there know they can call on MGGA for
questions or concerns regarding agricultural production
and policy. It is great knowing that our organization is
looked upon as a credible source of information when it
comes to ag policy.

work regarding our conservation programs, pesticide
legislation, and regulatory reform. The committee met
in D.C. and discussed topics of concern as we move into
farm bill negotiations which are quickly approaching.
We heard from a panel of staffers from the House
and Senate Agriculture Committees who talked about
conservation programs, and what they feel will be the
hot topics regarding them. It was reassuring hearing their
conversation on these programs; some of their thoughts
may not line up exactly with our policy resolutions, but
I know agriculture’s best interest will be kept in mind as
they move ahead.
We heard from the Nature Conservancy as well, who
discussed their work and future plans on soil health
studies. It was interesting hearing from this group
as they are sometimes looked upon negatively. They
definitely do have a different view of what we do every
day, but are also looking for input from us as producers
to help guide them in their work so that there will be a
positive outcome for agriculture. As always, I thoroughly
enjoyed my trip to D.C. and seeing what goes on in our
nation’s headquarters. I know we have a great team in
place that will fight for our state’s largest industry and
get us a great farm bill!!

As chair of NAWG’s Environmental and Renewable
Resources Committee, I have been involved in the policy
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MGF and MGGA Scholarships

ON TRACK
Everything You Need To Know

NOTE: Montana Grains Foundation scholarships have
increased for the 2017/18 academic year:
The Montana Grains Foundation will award four
$2,500 scholarships to MSU juniors, seniors or graduate
students pursuing ag degrees in specific disciplines.
• Two $2,500 scholarships will be awarded to MSU
college juniors or seniors in good standing, pursuing
one or more of these undergraduate majors:
• Agricultural Business
• Agricultural Education
• Biotechnology with a concentration in Plant
Systems,
• Plant Science with a concentration in Crop
Science or Plant Biology
• Environmental Sciences
• Two $2,500 scholarships, one funded by CoBank, will
be awarded to an MSU graduate student in these areas
of study:
• Biological Sciences
• Entomology
• Plant Pathology
• Plant Science
• Land Resources and Environmental Sciences
The Montana Grain Growers Association will award
two $1,000 scholarships to students pursuing an ag
related degree. Applicants or their parent, grandparent,
or legal guardian must be a current producer member of
MGGA.
The scholarships will be awarded to applicants meeting
one of the following qualifications:
• A graduating high school senior planning to attend
an accredited institute of higher education as a full
time student, or
• A current college student in good standing with the
college or university they are attending.
Applications must be received no later than April 1
and the winners will be announced on May 1. More
information and application forms are available by
calling the MGGA office at 406-761-4596 or online at
mgga.org.

8

Lochiel Edwards, TTMS Group
Sometime in the mid-80s, author Robert Fulghum wrote
a book titled All I Really Need to Know, I Learned in
Kindergarten. The premise was that learning how to get
along with people and being responsible for your actions
forms the foundation of a lifetime of good work and
citizenship.
Unfortunately, I missed out on kindergarten. This was
not because I was smart enough to skip a grade; there
was just no kindergarten offered. So, that’s my excuse.
Through the sixth grade, my school was a classic oneroom shack 3-4 miles south of our farm. The number of
students varied from six to a dozen while I was there,
with eighth-graders leaving to go to high school in Big
Sandy, and first-graders cycling in. In or out, the students
pretty much were all provided by the same half-dozen
families, and had been since the Great Depression, when
my uncle and aunts attended.
Lincoln School was utopian. Although I was very
shy, my fellow students were like family and remain
so to this day. There weren’t enough kids to form
social cliques; if you wanted one of those you would
be completely alone. The only discomfort, in my
recollection, was in acclimating to new teachers, who
were strangers from elsewhere.
Recess was my favorite subject, and we made the most
of it. Playground equipment was pretty Spartan - a
swingset, a teetertotter, and a metal pole with a chain
hanging from it. We called that the maypole, but I
never knew what its intended purpose was. We were
very creative, though, and made up a number of games
utilizing that pole. Mostly, though, it was used for tying
up first-graders during cowboy/Indian games.
We played a lot of baseball, and generally, each player
was his own team. There weren’t enough players to have
two teams, so each batter was pitted against the rest
of the school. The boys’ outhouse served as a catcher/
backstop, but gophers had undermined the foundation
and once in a while a miss by the batter would end in the
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ball rolling under the outhouse. When this happened, one
of the older boys would grab me by the ankles and dip me
through the toilet seat to retrieve the baseball. By third
grade, I had had enough of this, and picked some rock out
of an adjoining field to block those gopher holes.
Lincoln School taught me a lot in the six years I was
there. A couple of outstanding teachers taught me a love
of science, and an awareness of a big world beyond the
farm. I learned how to conduct a funeral, immediately
after I learned not to warm up a newly-hatched chick
on an oil-burning Seigler stove. The principles of
Archimedes were applied on the teetertotter and Isaac
Newton showed his face in risky behavior on the swings.
But most of all, that school taught me how to learn, and a
love of learning.
Many years later, I sat in the Senate office of Conrad
Burns, asking for his help with a rail transportation bill
we were trying to push through Congress. The Senator
was lying on a big leather couch, suitcoat rolled up under
his head, boots kicked off, and a couple buttons of his
rumpled white shirt had parted over his navel. I sat next
to him in a deep wingback chair, all professional-like,
extolling the virtues of the legislation.
When I took a breath, Conrad took the opportunity
to ask me a question. “Are you sure you want this to
pass?” Then he talked to me about the consequences he
foresaw, and the ultimate outcome of the bill. He asked
me questions which I had never before considered. A lot
of good hands at MGGA and Montana Wheat and Barley
Committee had worked on rail issues for years, and I
had never considered the issues that Conrad raised. I left
that office with a knot in my stomach, like a schoolboy
walking into a classroom without his homework.
A couple years later, 2005 I think, BNSF sent their
new VP of Ag Products, Kevin Kaufman, to meet with
those pesky Montanans. Of course, we started pressing
Mr. Kaufman about our issues with the railroad. I was
very surprised when he responded with questions very
much like the ones Senator Burns had asked. It was
then I realized I had a lot to learn about rail issues, and
that Kaufman’s predecessors had just been patting us
on the head. Kevin valued honesty over politics, and I
appreciated that. The first step to learning is to realize
what you don’t know.
My father loved school, and especially high school. It was
the only time in his life he was free of the responsibilities
of the family and farm, and he made the most of it. His
schooling was in the 20’s and early 30’s - a difficult time
of drudgery and despair on many Montana farms. Recess
was a bit rougher in those days - one of their games was
called “buzz ‘em”, whereby the kids circled around a
big flat rock, laid their .22 shells down, and took turns
striking them with rocks.
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Keith had time, evidently, to put shotgun shells in the
grade school stove, light one misfortunate teacher on
fire, blow the windows out of the high school, and get
busted for running a still in the high school basement.
He graduated at 16, valedictorian of his class, but plenty
of his teachers were shaking their heads. All the same,
he had that love of learning, and he was passionate about
it into his 90’s.
I have thought about Fulghum’s fuzzy little book,
and I think it’s crap. Kids should have learned before
kindergarten responsibility and how to get along with
others. School should teach how to learn, and a love of
learning.
No day is wasted if you learn one thing.
Lochiel can be reached at locwards@gmail.com.

Time To Start Thinking About
Your Spring Seed Needs.
WHEAT VARIETIES

KELBY (PVP) • GUNNISON (PVP)
VIDA (PVP) • DUCLAIR (PVP)

C
S
O

BARLEY VARIETIES
HOCKETT • A.C. METCALFE
HAYBET HAYBLY
OATS AND PEA

OTANA OATS • DAYTONA GREEN PEAS
HAMPTON GREEN PEAS
MONTECH 4152 YELLOW PEAS
MONTECH 4193 YELLOW PEAS
We have Grass and Alfalfa on hand.

HSC Heartland
Seed Company
406-423-5600

101 Indian Butte Road Moccasin, MT 59462
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Remembering Norris Hanford–
First President of MGGA

and grow it into what it is today, a strong representative
organization that still serves the grain industry of
Montana sixty years later. Norris would later describe
the early functioning of MGGA as: “we had no money,
no postage, and no secretary, but we struggled along.”
He always felt honored to have served as MGGA’s first
president in 1956.
Norris took on, with the help of many generous and
dedicated men, the challenge of selling farmers on the
idea that they could advance their interests by paying for
more research and marketing. This organizational effort
consumed approximately fifteen years of hard work that
culminated in the highly successful operation of the
Wheat Research and Marketing Committee, now called
the Montana Wheat & Barley Committee. Norris was the
Committee’s first Chairman in 1967-68.
In 1971, the Montana Chapter of Alpha Zeta named
Norris Mr. Agriculture. In 1983, Montana State
University named him Farmer of the Year, which led to
his traveling to Washington, DC as one of ten farmers in
the United States to receive the National Endowment for
Conservation Award.

On February 13, 2017, Norris Hanford, an early leader of
the Montana Grain Growers Association, passed away in
Escondido, CA. In the book, No Money, No Postage, No
Secretary, that chronicles the early history of MGGA and
the Montana Wheat Research and Marketing Committee,
author Charles Rust wrote, ‘In the beginning, Norris
Hanford, George Skarda and Dr. Erhardt Hehn were
constantly part of the effort to organize and maintain
the MGGA. Hanford and Skarda were always involved
in lobbying the legislature for a Wheat Commission
Enabling Act.’
Norris graduated from Fort Benton High School,
attended Kinman Business College in Spokane for one
year and then graduated from Whitman College in Walla
Walla, WA. After college he enlisted in the US Navy and
spent 4 ½ years as a World War II Navy pilot.
When the war was over, Norris returned to Fort Benton,
married Dorothy Ritter in 1947, and they started their
farming career on the Highwood Bench. Norris was
passionate about agriculture and the survival and health
of the Montana grain industry. One of his personal
crowning achievements was his involvement in the
creation of the Montana Grain Growers Association. He
spent years as a driving force, along with several other
grass-roots leaders, helping to mold the organization
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As a farmer, Norris was known as a perfectionist, never
tiring of trying to do it better. He created several new
tools including a patented straw spreader and patented
cushion support system for exercise treadmills. He also
holds a patent for “The Twister Fruit Picker” which he
manufactured in his California workshop and sold on
Amazon until the age of 92. It is now sold worldwide by
his children through NorDot Industries LLC.

Mike Rydell, MGGA Director-at-Large
McMeel Crop Insurance, Great Falls,
406-453-1580
Important Dates:
3.15.2017 - Spring sales closing
Important Spring Seeding Dates:
These dates vary slightly based on county, variety, etc. so
be sure to consult your county actuarials before making a
final decision.
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Peas
• Earliest Plant Date: 3.25.2017 - varies based on
County, variety, etc.
• Final Plant Date: 5.15.2017 - varies based on County,
variety, etc.
Spring Wheat & Barley
• Earliest Plant Date: 4.6.2017 - varies based on
County, variety, etc.
• Final Plant Date: 5.31.2017 - varies based on County,
variety, etc.
Back to Basics – Yield Adjustment:
Last month we talked about the basics of APH (Actual
Production History) and how to find the “Naked APH”
without any options. This month I thought we would
take a look at the most popular, and most commonly
used, option: YA aka Yield Adjustment.
If you remember from last month your APH is figured on
an average of up to 10 line items in your database which
could span 10 years, 20 years, etc. depending on your
unit structure and seeding plan. YA takes a look at your
database and, for any year where the actual production
is less than 60% of the county T-Yield, plugs in 60% of
the county T-Yield as your yield and factors it into the
average.
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In years where a producer is hailed out, instead of
factoring in a 0 bushel per acre figure, YA factors in 60%
of the county T-Yield. For argument’s sake we refer to
this as your “massaged yield.” 100% of the time when
the YA option is used, APH is increased. It is a very
common option that I see used almost exclusively.
Producer does NOT have YA
Crop Year
Production
Acres
2016
15000
320
2015
14500
320
2014
0
320
2013
16100
320
2012
12500
320
2011
14000
320
2010
1500
320
2009
15000
320
2008
15500
320
2007
10000
320
APH
County T Yield = 40
YA plug 60% of t-yld = 24.0

Yield
46.9
45.3
0
50.3
39.1
43.8
4.7
46.9
48.4
31.3
35.7

Producer HAS YA
Crop Year Production
Acres
2016
15000
320
2015
14500
320
2014
0
320
2013
16100
320
2012
12500
320
2011
14000
320
2010
1500
320
2009
15000
320
2008
15500
320
2007
10000
320
APH
County T Yield = 40
YA plug 60% of t-yld = 24.0

In these examples you can see in 2014 and 2010 the
producer’s yield was less than 60% of the county
T-Yield. Without the YA Option the producer must use
his/her actual production history. With the YA Option,
using the YA plug yield of 24, the producer’s APH is
40.0 vs 35.7.
As always, if you have any questions feel free to shoot
me an email: mike@GreatestAgentEver.com
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Setting the Stage for the Next
Farm Bill

Feb 15, 2017, U.S. House Ag Committee Hearing opening statement of Chairman K. Michael Conaway.
Good morning. We ordinarily kick things off every year
with the Secretary of Agriculture offering testimony as
our one and only witness. However, our new Secretary
has not yet been confirmed. I have visited with
Governor Perdue a number of times now, I believe he is
an excellent choice, and I hope that he can be confirmed
in short order so that he may begin the important work
of the Secretary of Agriculture.
This is our first full Committee hearing of the 115th
Congress. And, Chairman Emeritus Frank Lucas will
kick off a series of subcommittee hearings on February
28. This is also the first Farm Bill hearing as we
begin to develop the next Farm Bill. And it is timely.
America’s farmers and ranchers are facing very difficult
times right now. This is something that the Federal
Reserve, the Agricultural & Food and Policy Center, the
Food and Agricultural Policy Research Institute, USDA,
and even The Wall Street Journal agree on.
Farmers and ranchers have endured a 45 percent drop
in net farm income over the last three years, the largest
three-year drop since the start of the Great Depression.
The most recent ERS report now tells us that net farm
income will be down again in 2017. Overall, ERS is
forecasting a 50 percent drop in net farm income since
2013. It’s hard for any of us to imagine our income
being sliced in half. We are told that 1 in 10 farms are
now highly or extremely leveraged. Nominal debt levels
are at all-time highs and real debt levels are approaching
where they were prior to the 1980s farm financial crisis.
Yes, interest rates are lower and that certainly is a
mitigating factor that differentiates our situation from
the 1980s. But, as the recent Wall Street Journal article
stated, and as I have experienced as a CPA in West
Texas, there is real potential here for a crisis in rural
America.

upon to help struggling farmers and ranchers. Let’s all
pray that a good crop and better prices this year will
make that unnecessary.
As we begin consideration of the next Farm Bill, current
conditions in farm and ranch country must be front and
center. But there are other important considerations as
well. Chairman Lucas’ strong admonition during the last
Farm Bill debate that a safety net is supposed to be there
to help farmers in bad times - not in good times - is one
that Congress might better take to heart this go around.
Every hole in the current safety net that now requires
mending is the result of our not fully heeding that
wisdom. Had we followed his counsel more closely, I
doubt that there would be anywhere near the current
urgency in writing a new Farm Bill. That wisdom isn’t
just from a guy who’s been around the block a few times
in writing Farm Bills. It’s from a guy who actually farms
and ranches.
Another context we need to take into account when
writing the next Farm Bill is this Committee’s
contribution to deficit reduction. I am hard pressed to
admit it but the critics of the Farm Bill were absolutely
right. We didn’t save taxpayers $23 billion. We saved
them $100 billion. We saved more than four times what
we promised under the last Farm Bill and we achieved
these savings despite a very severe and sharp downturn
in the farm economy.
Because we were asked during the last Farm Bill - when
times were good - to cut twice before measuring once,
in the upcoming Farm Bill debate we will measure our
requirements first and then determine what kind of a
budget we will need to meet these needs.
The vast majority of Americans recognize the need for
a strong farm safety net. They see what Mother Nature
can do and so they strongly support crop insurance. And,
they also see the effects of the predatory trade practices
of foreign countries that depress the prices our farmers
and ranchers earn at the farm gate. For example, in a
single year on just three crops, Chinese subsidies are said
to be $100 billion over their WTO limit. That’s what the
entire safety net for all America’s farmers and ranchers
costs over the life of a Farm Bill - plus more than half of
another Farm Bill.
The President of the United States has stated that our
farmers and ranchers deserve a good Farm Bill and
one that is passed on time. This will require resources,
bipartisanship, and unity in farm country. But, this is our
duty and it’s what we aim to do.

That is why I am so eager for Governor Perdue to be
confirmed. Even as we work to develop a new Farm
Bill, the Secretary of Agriculture may well be called
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Emergency Loans–
Disaster Designations in
Montana
FSA’s Emergency Loan Program is available
for agricultural producers in counties
designated as primary or contiguous natural
disaster areas. Contact your local FSA office
for specific designations in your area and
time frames to apply. Eligible producers
have eight months from the date of the
disaster designation to apply for low-interest
emergency loans to 1) restore or replace
essential property; 2) pay all or part of
production costs associated with the disaster
year; 3) pay essential family living expenses;
or 4) refinance certain debts, excluding real
estate. Producers interested in applying for
an emergency loan, or other FLP loans,
should contact their local FSA office to set up
an appointment with the Farm Loan Program
staff serving your area.
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USDA Farm Service Agency Montana

Counties Eligible for Disaster Assistance as of 02/01/2017
British
Columbia

Alberta

Saskatchewan

Lincoln

Boundary
16021

Glacier

Hill

Cut Bank
!

Bonner
16017

!

Kalispell

!

Pondera

Roosevelt
Culbertson

Glasgow

Sidney

Fort Benton

!

!

Ronan

Plains

!

!

Great Falls

Lake

Sanders

Jordan

!
!

Cascade

Powell
Missoula

!

Judith Basin

Missoula
!

Deer
Lodge

!

!

Jefferson

!

Idaho
16049

Deer
Lodge

White
Sulphur Springs

Helena

Granite
Hamilton

Lewistown

Silver
Bow

Broadwater

Gallatin
Park

Whitehall

!

!

Wheatland Golden
Valley

Roundup

!

Ryegate

Livingston

!

Dawson

Miles City

Baker

!

!

Treasure

Forsyth

!

Yellowstone

Billings

Ekalaka

Powder River

!

!

Stillwater

!

Custer

Big Horn
Hardin

Columbus

Slope
38087
Bowman
38011

!

Sweet
Grass
Big Timber

Golden

Wibaux Valley

Wibaux 38033
Fallon

Musselshell

!
!

Terry

Rosebud

!

Bozeman

Prairie

!

Fergus

Harlowton

!

Glendive
!

Garfield

!

Townsend

!

McCone

Petroleum

Meagher

Ravalli

McKenzie
38053

Circle

!

Lewis and Clark

Stanford

!

Williams
38105

!

!

Richland

Choteau

!

Clearwater
16035

Sheridan

Malta

!

Chouteau

!

Teton

Shoshone Mineral
16079

!

!

Daniels

!

!

!

Liberty

Conrad

Valley

Phillips

Chinook

Havre

Chester

Shelby

Flathead

Blaine

Divide
38023

Plentywood

Scobey

Toole

Carter

Broadus
!

!

Joliet

Dillon
!

Valley
16085

Carbon

Lemhi
16059

Madison

Custer
16037

Legend
Boise

16015
Counties

Current
Primary
Contiguous

Sheridan
56033

Beaverhead

Butte
16023

Clark
16033

Fremont
16043

Teton
56039

Park
56029

Big Horn
56003

Johnson

0 5601925
Washakie 56043

Campbell
56005

50

Crook
56011

100
Weston
Miles 56045

Map is intended for Farm Service Agency (FSA) business purposes only. Map depictes serves only as a general reference map.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
Source: USDA Farm Service Agency and the State of Montana.

Data Based on EM Loan Termination Date and May not be Valid after Publication Date
See 1-DIS Exhibit 80 and Exhibit 81 for Specific Termination Dates

February 1, 2017
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C A P I T O L

C O M M E N T S

Senator Jon Tester
Over the past few weeks, I have met with Montana producers of all kinds. And while everyone
feeds America in different ways, Montana farmers are expressing uncertainty about the new
Administration’s trade policies. I hear you loud and clear: we need fair trade deals.
We all know that Montana is an exporter of wheat and barley and we need international
markets in order to make the books balance. It’s my hope that the new Administration will
help strengthen family farms and ranches, but their initial actions throwing out TPP and saying
they will tinker with NAFTA gives producers cause to pause.
Now I’ve met face-to-face with the President’s USDA Secretary nominee Sonny Perdue and the U.S. Trade
Representative nominee Robert Lighthizer. Both nominees seem eager to ensure Montana’s producers get a
fair shake, and I’ll be holding them accountable to that.
In the coming days and weeks, please send me your feedback on these nominees. I want to hear from you
about how we can open up new markets for Montana’s number one industry. If you have questions or
comments please reach out to my Agriculture Liaison Jesse Anderson at 406.449.5401.

Senator Steve Daines
In order to assure that the Montana agriculture industry continues to thrive, it is critical for the
federal government to have commonsense policies that will allow farmers and ranchers to not
only expand their business opportunities within the U.S., but across the entire globe.
With the United States being Canada’s largest wheat export market, Canadian producers
compete equally with their U.S. counterparts when exporting into the U.S. Unfortunately, U.S.
wheat is discriminated against when exported to Canada. This is because the Canadian Grains
Act and Varietal Registration System requires imported wheat to be graded at the lowest
standard established, resulting in U.S. wheat being treated less favorably than Canadian
product. In turn, this not only affects the Montana economy, but also directly impacts Montana families
like yours.
It is imperative that reciprocal grading standards are established and Congress must work with Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and ensure there will be ongoing economic growth on both sides of the
northern border. To continue a productive and mutually beneficial relationship, it is critical for the United
States and Canada to work hand in hand in addressing the issues related to the grading of U.S. wheat that is
transported into Canada.
With President Trump’s administration, I will work to put Montana priorities first and improve grading
standards of wheat between the U.S. and Canada.
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House Ag Committee Approves
Pesticide Measures

Where In the World Is Your
Barley Going?

The U.S. House Agriculture Committee approved two
measures regarding the regulation of pesticides. The
Reducing Regulatory Burdens Act (H.R. 953) would
eliminate the duplicative permit requirement for use of
pesticides that have already been approved by the EPA in
the Federal Insecticide Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act
(FIFRA). Senator Crapo (R-ID) has introduced similar
legislation in the Senate.

U.S. feed grains saw a near-record level of exports in
the 2015/2016 marketing year - a story that’s critical to
tell in farm country and easier to communicate with a
new set of infographics available from the U.S. Grains
Council (USGC).

The National Pollution Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES), a permit required under the Clean Water
Act that addresses water pollution by regulating point
sources that discharge pollutants into the waters of the
United States, adds additional and unnecessary burdens
to producers applying pesticides on or near water. The
EPA’s FIFRA registration and review of crop protection
products takes into consideration environmental
and human risk and it is unnecessary to have both
requirements. The National Association of Wheat
Growers applauds the Committee’s action and urges
House leadership to bring this to a vote on the House
floor as it would bring regulatory clarity on pesticide
applications.

Based on the barley marketing year, June to May, the
top five destinations for U.S. barley were Mexico,
Canada, Japan, Morocco and Taiwan, respectively.
In the previous marketing year, Japan was the largest
U.S. barley market followed by Canada, Taiwan and
Morocco.

The Committee also approved the Pesticide Registration
Enhancement Act (H.R. 1029), which would reauthorize
the Pesticide Registration Improvement Act (PRIA).
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Tailgate Safety Meeting:
Loading and Lifting!

2015 through 2018 crop years in addition to the basic
CAT-level coverage, on all crops except those intended
for grazing. These additional coverage levels range from
50-65 percent of the expected production, in 5 percent
increments, at 100 percent of the average market price.

From the Montana Ag Safety Program

In order to meet eligibility requirements for NAP, crops
must be noninsurable, commercially-produced agricultural commodity crops for which the catastrophic risk
protection level of crop insurance is not available. If the
Risk Management Agency (RMA) offers coverage for
a crop in the county, NAP coverage is not available for
that crop. For questions regarding insurability of a crop,
please contact your local crop insurance agent. For information on whether a crop is eligible for NAP coverage,
please contact your local FSA office.

This time of year we are all working on getting ready for
spring, which means hauling in supplies or lifting and
moving things during winter cleaning or re-organizing.
There should be a reminder to get help with heavy items.
• Lift with your legs and not your
back.
• Make sure you have good
“gripping” gloves or very secure
handholds on items moved.
• Check out your footing including
clearing pathways, using good
footwear, clearing ice and snow,
have good lighting, tie up all shoe
laces or shoe or boot straps.
• Do not stack items where they will fall over or will be
in the way of other items being moved.
• Plan your move first and address any safety issues
and mitigate them before you start your projects.
• When loading into a pickup, truck, or other vehicle,
clear anything that might get in the way of the
process, secure all items so there is nothing dropped
or spilled and use correct tractor/loader or forklift/
bobcat practices.
• Identify all overhead lines and obstacles before you
start your moves.
Create a Culture of Safety in all of your activities. Get
signed up for the MT Ag Safety Program and get a
double refund when available on premiums paid into
Workers Compensation Insurance. Call 406-860-6129
for more information.

March 15 Deadline to Purchase
NAP on Spring Planted Crops
FSA would like to remind Montana producers that they
have until March 15, 2017 to sign-up for the Noninsurable Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage
for all 2017 spring planted NAP crops except spring
seeded rye, speltz, triticale, wheat, and mixed forage.
NAP provides catastrophic level (CAT) coverage based
on the amount of loss that exceeds 50 percent of the
expected production at 55 percent of the average market
price for the crop. NAP offers buy-up coverage for the
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The NAP service fee for all coverage levels is the lesser
of $250 per crop or $750 per producer per administrative
county, not to exceed a total of $1,875 for a producer
with farming interest in multiple counties. In addition
to the service fee, producers who elect buy-up coverage
must pay a premium equal to the lesser of 5.25 percent
of the guarantee or 5.25 percent of the payment limit.
FSA will waive NAP service fees and reduce buy-up
premiums by 50 percent for underserved, limited resource, and beginning farmers. For questions regarding
how to calculate the premium, please contact your local
FSA office.
For more information, visit the national NAP page at:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Field to Market Integrates with
Farm Management Software
Field to Market - The Alliance for Sustainable
Agriculture announced that the Fieldprint Platform
metrics have been integrated into Syngenta’s Ag
Connections Land.db; Agrible’s Morning Farm Report
and Heartland Science and Technology Group’s
Precision Conservation Management Portal. These
actions allow the metrics that are used in the Fieldprint

MARCH 2017

Calculator to be directly linked to these individual
software programs through a Fieldprint Application
Programming Interface (API). Producers using these
software programs will be able to assess sustainability
in addition to the other management, precision
agriculture and decision support information the
programs may provide to users. Additional information
on the Fieldprint Platform can be found at
http://fieldtomarket.org/

Upcoming Montana FSA
Deadlines
• March 15: 2017 NAP Application Closing Date
for Spring Crops (except spring seeded rye, speltz,
triticale, wheat and mixed forage)
• March 31: Deadline for 2016 Livestock
Indemnity Program (LIP) to file an application for
payment and supporting documentation.
(Producers must file a 2016 LIP Notice of Loss
within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first
apparent.)
• March 31: Final availability date for Loans and
LDPs for 2016 crops of Barley, Canola, Crambe,
Flaxseed, Honey, Oats, Rapeseed, Wheat and
Sesame Seed
• May 31: Final availability date for Loans and
LDPs for 2016 crops of Corn, Dry Peas, Grain
Sorghum, Lentils, Mustard Seed, Rice, Safflower
Seed, Chickpeas, Soybeans and Sunflower Seed
• July 15: Final date to certify 2017 Spring
Planted crops, CRP and crops left standing.

Treasure
State
Seed, Inc.
Custom Seed Cleaning & Treating
Spring Wheats Barley Peas Oats
Forage Blend Forage Grasses
Alfalfa Wheatgrasses
Lawn Mixes Custom Mixes
Call us for all
your seed needs!
406.467.2557 Phone
800.572.4769 Toll-Free
406.467.3377 Fax

www.treasurestateseed.com

We are a WestBred Associate

PO Box 698
2380 US Highway 89
Fairfield, Montana 59436

email: treasure@3rivers.net

FOR A FREE
TWO WEEK TRIAL
TO THE DAILY “MARKET LETTER”
CALL 800.533.8045 or Visit Us Online

JAMES C. BOWER

President

324 Main Street
Suite A
P.O. Box 415
Lafayette, IN 47902
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765-423-4484
765-742-5770 (Fax)
800-346-5634 (Indiana)
800-533-8045 (National)

www.bowertrading.com jim@bowertrading.com
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US and Canada Wheat
Growers Support Crossborder Trade and Open Market
Op-ed published in Canada’s “News Hub Nation,” by
U.S. Wheat Associates Chairman and wheat farmer
Jason Scott and Western Canadian Wheat Growers
Association President and wheat farmer Levi Wood:
Since the end of the Canadian Wheat Board’s
government monopoly control over the marketing of
western Canadian wheat, there has been a great deal
of change in the Canadian wheat industry and positive
modernization of many regulations. One of the most
significant changes to come from marketing freedom for
wheat farmers has been the growth in sales of Canadian
wheat into the U.S. market.
Currently, Canadian farmers delivering wheat into
the U.S. receive equitable treatment with grain grown
south of the border; however, because of legislation and
regulation that existed for years before the marketing
freedom changes came to western Canada, U.S.
producers who currently deliver wheat into Canada
automatically receive the lowest grade, regardless of
the quality or variety of grain, even if the variety is
registered in Canada.
Our organizations, the Western Canadian Wheat Growers
Association and U.S. Wheat Associates, have been
working together to urge the House of Commons to
address open, cross-border wheat trade, and we support
updating the law to ensure wheat is treated consistently
on both sides of the border. As farmers, we want access
to the most competitive wheat markets, but this often is
not the case for U.S. wheat farmers near the Canadian
border. Some of these farmers live closer to a Canadian
grain elevator than an American one but cannot take
advantage of selling their wheat into the bulk grain
handling system in Canada, and the Canadian marketing
system cannot access these U.S. supplies. In a typical
production year, USDA NASS estimates show that over
3 million metric tons of wheat is produced in the U.S.
within 50 miles of a Canadian elevator.
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This inequity has created significant concerns in the
Canadian and U.S. wheat industries, especially given
the potential of re-opening the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA). A free flow of grain in
both directions will improve the efficiency of the
grain handling systems in both countries and eliminate
artificial price distortions that frustrate farmers and can
cause ill will. Grain producers in both countries have
worked hard to maintain a good relationship and these
ongoing concerns need to be addressed to prevent any
future trade restrictions, which would be bad news for
farmers and industry on both sides of the border.
Our organizations and farmers on both sides of the
border strongly support cooperating to ensure an
open market. Last year, we also worked together to
recommend that the Regulatory Cooperation Council
and the Pacific NorthWest Economic Region work to
address this trade disparity. We hope that work on this
subject in the House of Commons can result in free and
equitable wheat trade across the Canada-U.S. border.
That would be good news for grain growers, the wheat
value chain, and consumers in both countries.
Levi Wood is President of the Western Canadian
Wheat Growers Association and is a wheat farmer in
Saskatchewan. Jason Scott is Chairman of U.S. Wheat
Associates and is a wheat farmer in Maryland.

Protecting
Tomorrows,

Today.
lewis@prairiemountaininsurance.com

216-3300

300 2nd Avenue South, Suite 3, Great Falls, MT 59405

Toll Free: 877-216-3300

Equal Opportunity Provider
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Mexico Stands as a Leading
U.S. Wheat Buyer
By Steve Mercer, USW Vice President of
Communications
USW represents the interests of U.S. wheat farmers in
international markets. The organization is grateful to all
its overseas wheat buyers, flour millers and wheat food
processors for their strong preference for U.S. wheat and
for their friendship. At a time when new circumstances
have generated some uncertainty about trade, USW
believes it is important to provide perspective on the
long-standing, loyal relationship U.S. wheat farmers
have with one of those customers: our neighbor to the
south, Mexico.
Simply put, Mexico is one of the largest U.S. wheat
buyers in the world, importing just under 3.0 million

Montana Certified Seed
Conditioner Specializing In:
Cereal Grains, Grasses
& Legumes

metric tons (MMT) on average going back many
years. Mexico’s U.S. wheat imports typically only fall
just short of the volume Japan imports. Not this year,
however. In the first 7 months of marketing year 2016/17
through Feb. 2, Mexico’s flour millers have imported
2.4 MMT of U.S. wheat, which is more than any other
country. That volume is up 5 percent over last year at the
same time.
Breaking down their purchases by class, flour millers in
Mexico generate strong demand for U.S. hard red winter
(HRW) wheat. In 2015/16, they were the leading HRW
importers and are taking advantage of the favorable
prices and high quality of the 2016/17 HRW crop. At a
current volume of about 1.4 MMT, they have imported
71 percent more HRW this year and again lead buyers of
that class. A rising number of industrial bakeries, along
with traditional artisanal bakeries, account for about 70
percent of wheat consumption according to CANIMOLT,
the association representing Mexican millers. That puts
HRW producers in a good position to meet that demand.
Being closer to HRW production and having a highly
functioning ability to import a large share of HRW
directly via rail from the Plains states is an advantage for
Mexico’s buyers.
Continued on page 26

Have Seed
Cleaned and
Treated With...

Premium Products & Innovative Profit
Opportunities for Canola Growers

Spring Varieties
Wheat

Alzada Durum (PVP)
C
WB Gunnison (PVP) SO
C
WB9377 (PVP) SO
SY Valda (PVP)
Vida (PVP)
Duclair (PVP)
Corbin (PVP)

Lentils

Avondale (PVP)
Richlea

Barley

Hockett (PVP)
AC Metcalfe
Lavina
Haxby

Oats & Peas

Hampton (PVP)
Otana Oats
Montech 4193 Peas (PVP)
Forage Peas

We Carry a Full Line of Alfalfa, Grass and Cover Crop Seed
Custom Blending Available
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We are now a dealer for

1-800-228-1928

www.wildhorseseeds.com
Havre Montana

Associate
TM

Westbred and Design are trademarks
of Monsanto Technology, LLC.

Associate
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Continued from page 25

In addition, Mexico is home to Bimbo, the world’s
largest baked goods company, and an increasing
number of cookie and cracker companies. The low
protein content, soft endosperm and weaker gluten of
U.S. soft red winter wheat (SRW) is well suited to the
production of cookies, crackers and pastries, and serves
as an excellent blending wheat. Millers supplying this
growing market imported an average of 1.2 MMT of
SRW between 2011/12 and 2015/16. With imports from
the Gulf of more than 730,000 MT of SRW so far in
2016/17, Mexico is the top buyer of SRW again. USW
and state wheat commissions from the PNW are also
helping demonstrate how millers and bakers can reduce
input costs by blending with U.S. soft white (SW).
As it does with all U.S. wheat importing customers,
USW focuses on helping Mexico’s buyers, millers
and food processors solve problems or increase their
business opportunities with U.S. wheat classes. This
effort, supported by wheat farmers and the partnership
with USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service, has fostered
a productive relationship that has endured for decades
through many challenges. More than 22 years of duty
free access to the Mexican market under the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) certainly
helped build the relationship.

non-NAFTA origin wheat sale to Mexico since the
trade agreement was implemented in 1995. Russian
and Ukrainian wheat has been imported, too. To date,
the tariff has not been reapplied and the Mexican
import market is currently tariff-free for wheat from all
qualified origins. Just this week, the leaders of Brazil and
Argentina, both large grain exporting nations, said they
would pursue closer ties with Mexico and other Latin
American nations.
Looking ahead, NAFTA will likely be renegotiated.
USW and wheat farmers understand that there are a
number of elements of the trade agreement that need to
be re-examined and modernized. The successful story of
how U.S. wheat farmers and their customers in Mexico
have worked together in a mutually beneficial way must
be shared as part of the effort to update NAFTA. For
now, U.S. wheat continues to flow to our customers
in Mexico. During upcoming trade negotiations and
beyond the eventual outcomes, wheat farmers, through
USW, will continue to help and support the buyers
from Mexico, as they would help and support their own
neighbors.

Yet our customers there have many other sources of
milling wheat to which they can turn. In response to
rising world grain prices in 2008, Mexico lifted a 67
percent import tariff on wheat from outside the United
States and Canada. In 2009/10, France made the first
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